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SPOOKTACULAR! See more pictures by Malcolm Nugent 
(and Philip Irwin's review) of Porthcawl Comprehensive's 
Phantom of the Opera on pages 7 and 17. 


Bus stop 

BCBC sharpens 
their axe... AND 
COULD CUT NINE 
LOCAL ROUTES 


CASH available to 
support bus services 
in Bridgend county 
borough has been 
reduced by almost 
£200,000 due to 
budget cuts, and the 
council is asking 
residents to 

comment and 
consult on where 
the axe will fall. 

A spokesman for 


Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC) told The GEM 
that, during 2017/18 the 
council spent more than 
£614,000 supporting bus 
services that wouldn’t 
otherwise be 

commercially viable. 

But, as the council 
attempts to tackle multi¬ 
million-pound shortfalls 
in the amount of funding 
it receives, its budget for 
subsiding bus services is 


JCP Solicitors and 
Glamorgan Law merged 
on 25 April 2017 

Our services include: 

• Accident & Injury 

• Buying & Selling Property 

• Family & Divorce 

• Property & Land Disputes 

• Rural Affairs 

• Services for Business 

• Wills & Probate 

Get in touch on 01446 771 742 
orlaw@jcpsolicitors.co.uk 
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due to drop to £426,000 
for 2018/19. 

As a result, the 
council is proposing to 
withdraw its funding for 
nine bus services: 

• No 51 - Bridgend to 

Oaklands Road 

(Easyway) 

• No 803 - Danygraig 
to Porthcawl (Easyway) 

• No 61 - Nottage to 
Porthcawl (Peyton 
Travel) 

• No 81 - Bridgend to 
Pen-y-Fai via Brackla 
and Coity (Easyway) 

• No 68/69 - 

Bridgend to Cefn Glas 
(First Cymru) 

• No 52 - Bridgend to 
Broadlands (Easyway) 

• No 63B - Bridgend 
to Porthcawl (First 
Cymru) 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 10 


ROBBERY COUPLE FROM 
PONTYCYMER ARE JAILED 


A COUPLE who were involved in 
a knifepoint robbery at a takeaway 
laughed and shouted in the dock at 
Cardiff Crown Court when they 
were sent to prison, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

Calvin Dawe (29) and Kirsty Hodgson 
(27), both of High Street, Pontycymmer, 
admitted robbery and possessing an 
offensive weapon. Hodgson also admitted 
common assault. 

She was jailed for three years, 10 months 
and Dawe for three years, eight months. 

The incident occurred at a takeaway in 
Oxford Street, Pontycymmer, on the night 


of December 10, said prosecutor John 
Warren. 

Hodgson had once been employed by the 
victim, Mohammed Sofan. Dawe walked 
in, he said, and shouted: “You bloody 
foreigners, taking all our money” and 
Hodgson tried to get behind the counter. 
Both defendants were drunk. 

Dawe produced a knife and as Mr Sofan 
attempted to call the police, Hodgson 
grabbed his phone. 

While all this was going on, Hodgson 
took £333 pounds from his till, and the pair 
made off. 

Dawe punched Nanu Miah, another 
employee, bruising his eye. He filmed the 
incident on his phone to help the police in 


their investigation. 

When arrested, Hodgson said: 
“Robbery? You’re having an ****ing 
laugh.” 

At one point, she spat in an officer’s 
face. 

Dawe, the court heard, had convictions 
for 40 offences and, said Mr Warren, he had 
been out of prison for only 20 days at the 
time of the robbery. 

Hodgson had five previous convictions, 
including a street robbery. 

Peter Donnison, for Dawe, said his client 
had problems with drink and drugs and 
Byron Broadstock for Hodgson, said that 
she had been involved in a pay dispute and 
had been desperate for money. 
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Wartime 

Bridgend 

Return visit of 
Monty and Winston 


AFTER the first 
Wartime Bridgend 
event last June, the 
Town Council is 
pleased to 
announce that the 
second wartime- 
themed event will 
take place on 
Saturday, June 16. 

This year is a special 
year in military terms 
with the centenary of the 
cessation of the First 
World War, and the 
centenary of the Royal 
Air Force being 
established. 

It will also see the 
completion of the 
Military Heritage 
Walkway in Bridgend 
Town Centre; and the 
‘Street Soldier’ 
silhouette initiative in 
three locations to mark 
World War 1. 

At the first event, the 
replica Spitfire aircraft 
in Dunraven Place was a 
huge attraction and this 
year it is planned to 
display another historic 
aircraft; details to be 
revealed. 

Over 30 display stalls 
have been booked and a 
‘1940s heritage-style 
street market’ is being 
planned. 

Winston Churchill 
and Monty will be on 
hand to rally the forces 
and George Formby and 
other entertainers will be 
boosting spirits and 
morale. 

A Home Guard 
‘Dad’s Army’ group of 
re-enactors will be 
displaying their skills 
and Enigma code 
breaking will be 
explained in detail. 

Children can see the 
school life period games 


and lessons, and Mr 
Punch will be on hand 
to show Herr Hitler 
where he gets off in 
traditional British 
entertainment style. 

Bridgend 

‘allotmenteers’ will be 
Digging For Victory and 
military vehicles will be 
on display, as will much 
more. 

A council 
spokesperson said: 

“June 16 should go 
down in everybody’s 
diary as a date not to be 
missed. 

“Porthcawl has its 
annual Elvis Festival, 
which is known 
throughout the UK and 
beyond. Bridgend is 
now beginning to 
establish an annual 
event that can attract 
visitors from far and 
wide. There are very 
few similar wartime 
events held across the 
UK, so Bridgend is 
blazing a trail.”. 

Any local residents 
who have wartime 
artefacts or material for 
display, or would like to 
dress up in 1940s 
costume and be part of 
the team of re-enactors 
on the day are most 
welcome to contact 
Bridgend Town Council 
on 01656 815757 and 
offer their services 
which will become part 
of the event. 

Bridgend town centre 
(Dunraven Place and 
Wyndham Street) on 
Saturday, June 16 
between 10am-4pm. 

BS 


Civic charities 
enjoy outing 
to pantomime 


ON January 3 the 
Civic Charity 
committee members 
and many other 
charity members in 
the county borough 
of Bridgend, and 
friends, met at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl to see the 
pantomime 
Cinderella. 

This was a treat that 
had been patiently waited 
for and all who attended 
had a wonderful time. A 
warm welcome was 
given by the manager 
and staff of the Grand 
Pavilion, with everyone 
made comfortable for a 
great evening. 

The money raised at 
this event was for the 
Civic Charity Appeals 
Fund, for the Mayor of 
the County Borough of 
Bridgend and the Mayor 
of Porthcawl Town 
charities. 

The chosen charities 
will benefit from a share 
of £1,200. A big thank 
you to the Pavilion staff 
for all the attention and 
help given on the night. 

On January 14, the 
Civic Charity appeals 
committee arranged a 
post-Christmas lunch at 
the Hi-Tide Inn, 
Porthcawl and the guest 
speaker was Beti George, 
television producer with 
BBC Wales and S4C. 

The management and 
staff at the Hi-Tide Inn 
gave a wonderful warm 
welcome, attention, first 
class service and 
outstanding food that 
everyone really enjoyed. 

After the enjoyable 
meal, Heidi Bennett, 
chief executive officer at 
Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations 
introduced Beti George 
who spoke on 
‘campaigning for better 
dementia care’. 

Beti George lost her 
partner to Alzheimer’s 
disease in April 2017. 
She told us how she 
misses him. But the 


main focus of her address 
was the revolution that is 
needed in dementia care. 
She called dementia the 
‘Cinderella of diseases’, 
although it costs the UK 
£26 billion pounds a 
year. 

In Wales there are 
more than 45,000 people 
living with dementia, and 
unpaid family carers 
contribute two thirds of 
the cost of care. 

Beti talked about the 
overwhelming response 
she’s had to the BBC 
programme, David and 
Beti: Lost For Words 
which was broadcast in 
March 2017. It touched a 
nerve she said, with 
hundreds of letters and 
emails and social media 
comments thanking her 
for campaigning and 
calling for better support 
for family carers. 

She was adamant that 
dementia should be 
treated as a physical 
disease like cancer or 
heart disease and the care 
should be free, which it 
isn’t at present. 

Beti called on 
politicians of all parties 
to stop squabbling and 
work together to sort out 
social and dementia care 
problems once and for 
all. 

Everybody thoroughly 
enjoyed the speaker and 
the function, venue and 
company in a well 
presented room for the 
occasion. The charity 
will benefit by £200 from 
the event. 

The next event is a 
lunch at the Great House 
Hotel and Restaurant, 
Laleston on Friday, 
February 9 at 12pm for 
lpm with special guests 
John and Rhys Tougher 
of Ty Tanglwyst Farm, 
Pyle: ‘Ty Tanglwyst 
Dairy - The Story so 
Far’. Tickets £21. 

For further 

information and to 
reserve tickets call M 
Major on 01656 651491 
or M Thomas on 01656 
871439. 

AS 


Got a story? Then get 
in touch with us - email 

editorial@glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 

or call 01446 774484 


Willow-weaving 
on menu for 
Soroptimists 



President Eurwen with guest 
speaker Mel Bastier. 

BRIDGEND held in Ewenny and 
Soroptimist Club anyone interested in 
held its annual New Naming more would be 

Year Luncheon on vei ^ welc «'"' e ' 

t ~ . m. The club meets at The 

January 24 at The He ronston Hotel and the 
Heronston Hotel. next business meeting 
Members enjoyed an will take place 
excellent meal and were Wednesday, February 14 
joined by Mel Bastier of at 7 i 5 pm 
Out To Learn Willow, Qn February 28 a 

who gave a fascinating meeting wm be 

presentation on her skills u JY ^ , c . +l _ 

working with willow. 

Mel brought 
various examples of her 
extensive range, 

explaining the exacting 
process involved in 
achieving the finished 


held at 6.15pm when the 
fllrmp s uest speaker will be 
- * Steve Gorwill who will 

speak on his many years 
in the South Wales 
Police. 

Find more information 
article and revealed she on Soroptimist 

sources her supplies of International at 

willow from the sibridgendsecretary@hot 
Somerset levels. Her mail.co.uk. 
regular workshops are Eileen Bayley 


More SUSSED 
volunteers wanted 


ARE you looking to 
make new friends, 
to increase your 
confidence, or to 
enhance your CV? 

Community 
Cooperative SUSSED 
are looking for 
enthusiastic, friendly and 
reliable individuals, to 
work in our community 
shop, SUSSED, for a 
morning or an afternoon. 
You would be helping 
customers purchase both 
Fairtrade and eco- 
friendly items, as well as 
locally sourced goods. 

The project supports 
people who want to make 
ethical choices and adds 
to the range of 
independent shops in 
Porthcawl - vital to 
maintain a diverse high 
street and strengthen the 
local economy. 

SUSSED also 

collaborates with charity 
Sustainable Wales, their 
developing local 


renewable energy 

campaign, Bridgend 

Fairtrade Partnership, the 
‘pop-up cafe’ and various 
events in the Green 
Room. 

Training 
provided 
procedures 
relations, 

administration etc, 
friendly team 


will be 
a shop 
customer 
r office 
The 
of 

volunteers are of all ages 
and work a morning or 
afternoon shift. 

As a volunteer, you 
will become a member of 
the cooperative 

SUSSED, which will 
entitle you to a 10 per 
cent discount (except on 
food, local and toiletries) 
as well as a say on how 
SUSSED operates and 
grows, at AGMs and 
volunteer meetings. 

Contact Margaret on 
01656 783962 or email: 
mm@ sustainable wales.o 
rg.uk. 


Defibrillators 
in your area 


(fwELS 


WELSH HEARTS 
(CALONNAU CYMRU 

THE HEART CHARITY FOR WALES 
ELUSEN Y GALON DROS GYMRU 


Bridgend Athletic RFC, 12 Ewenny Rd, 
Bridgend, CF31 3HP 
Bridgend Foot Clinic, 5 Nolton Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 1BX 

Bridgend Masonic Lodge, Coy church Road, 
Bridgend, CF31 2AP 

Bridgend Office Furniture, Tower House, 
Tower Close, Bridgend, CF31 3TH 
Brynteg Comprehensive School, Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend, CF31 3ER 

Mrs Ann Harrison-Power, Channel View, 
Cwmberri, Coity, Bridgend, CF35 6 BT 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, 

201 New Rd, Porthcawl, CF36 5BN 

Porthcawl Masonic Lodge, Masonic Hall, New 

Rd, Porthcawl, CF36 5DG 

Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club, Waun-y-mer Kenfig, 

Bridgend, CF33 4PU 

Grove Golf Club, Porthcawl, CF33 4RP 

Bridgend Mercedes Benz, Old Field Road, 

Pencoed, CF35 5LJ 

Smyrna Baptist Chapel, Vestry (Hall) Heol 
Eglwys, Pen-y-fai, Bridgend, CF31 4LY 

Information supplied www.welshhearts.org. 


WI back for 2018 


THE first meeting of 2018 for Pen-y-Fai 
WI started with the collection of annual 
subscriptions. 

Everyone was welcomed back by president 
Angela Smith and a summary of forthcoming events 
was read out. A quiz in three parts was given to 
teams of members, which proved to be quite 
challenging. 

The following week, members visited the 
Fountain Inn in Aberkenfig for their annual dinner. 
The three course meal was excellent, and thanks 
were given to the staff by Margaret Williams. 
Entertainment was provided by Bill Bennet singing 
songs of the crooners. 

The next event takes place on February 14 and 
will be a luncheon club meal at the Sycamore Tree 
Inn, Colwinston. 

The next meeting will be on February 19, when 
the speaker will be Rhian Morgan on the application 
of DNA testing in solving crime. 
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HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 8) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

01 Thur 

06.54 

10.3 

19.21 

10.4 

02 Fri 

07.41 

10.6 

20.08 

10.5 

03 Sat 

08.27 

10.5 

20.49 

10.3 

04 Sun 

09.11 

10.2 

21.28 

9.9 

05 Mon 

9.51 

9.7 

22.09 

9.4 

06 Tues 

10.28 

9.3 

22.51 

8.8 

07 Wed 

11.12 

8.4 

23.34 

8.2 

08 Thur 

11.59 

7.9 

While The GEM 


makes every effort to check the accuracy of tide 
tables, we recommend that anyone putting out to sea, 
or walking in an area where they could be cut off, 
should check with a tide table specific to their 
location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call Gareth Jamieson on 01446 
774484. All complaints will be fully investigated. If 
you are not satisfied with the outcome, you may 
wish to contact IPSO, Gate House, I Farringdon 
Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

































HOLOCAUST Memorial Day was 
marked in Bridgend with an event to 
remember the victims of the Holocaust, in 
which six million Jews were murdered, 
and subsequent genocides. 

Holocaust Memorial Day, which is on January 27, 
marks the day in 1945 when the concentration camp 
at Auschwitz was liberated by the Red Army. 

Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC) 
organised the event in partnership with Bridgend 
College, and it was held in the Sony Theatre. It 
welcomed more 160 people to remember the 
millions murdered in the Holocaust and genocides in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 

Special guest was Eric Murangwa Eugene, a 
former Rwandan international football player, and 
later a survivor of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 

Murangwa lost 35 members of his family in the 
genocide, in which up to one million Rwandans were 
murdered. 

Now a genocide education campaigner, 
Murangwa has a self-proclaimed mission to make 
sport an integral part of the Rwandan reconciliation 
and reconstruction process by ensuring sport is used 
for social change and life skills, as well as for 
leisure. 

Rabbi Michoel Rose from Cardiff United 
Synagogue provided a Jewish prayer and pupils 
from local schools read poems and a life story by 
Rennie Inow. 

Attendees were also invited to write their thoughts 
on a postcard as part of this year’s theme - ‘The 


Eric Murangwa Eugene (right) was joined 
by Cllr Pam Davies, the mayor of 
Bridgend County Borough, at the event 
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. 

Power of Words.’ These will be sent to Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust. 

GEM note: Eric Murangwa Eugene, the founder 
and Executive Managing Officer of Football for 
Hope Peace and Unity (FHPU Enterprise) and 
Survivors Tribune, was awarded an MBE in the 
Queen’s New Year’s Honours list for his services to 
the Awareness and Education of Genocide against 
the Tutsi of Rwanda. 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
is observed in Bridgend 


Award winning Indian sub continental cuisine 
Restaurant & Takeaway 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £9.50pp 

Mon -Thurs 5.30-7pm 
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2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pmTAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 

SUNDAY BANQUET 

5 COURSES £9.95pp 
Midday - 9pm 

Tel: 01446 771682 01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 

2014Tiffin Cup Finalist • Certificate of Excellence • Trip Advisor 
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School (and pupil Lowri) are 
praised for charity fundraising 



MACMILLAN 
Cancer Support’s 
chief executive, 
Lynda Thomas, 
visited a Cowbridge 
school during her 
visit to Wales to 
thank them for 
their fantastic 
fundraising. 

Ms Thomas visited 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
on January 26 to support 
a charity walk organised 
by pupil Lowri Parsons. 

Lowri (13), from 
Pencoed, was given 
Macmillan’s Young 
Fundraising Champion 
Award for Wales last 
year for her dedication 
to fundraising for the 
charity. 

In addition to the 
walk, the teenager 
organised a quiz, a 
coffee morning and held 
bucket collections for 
Macmillan, who 
supported her 
grandfather before he 
died of lung cancer a 
year ago. 

Pupils from years 7, 8 
and 9 took part in the 
fundraising walk, while 
other pupils organised a 
Macmillan bake sale. 

Lynda, who is from 
Porthcawl originally, 
supported the event as 
part of her visit to Wales 
to meet supporters and 
Macmillan professionals. 
She said: “I was so 
pleased to visit 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
and to see the fantastic 
fundraising event our 
Young Fundraising 
Champion Lowri’s 
organised again for 
Macmillan. 

“I’d like to say a big 
thank you to the staff 
and pupils for their 
brilliant support, which 
will help Macmillan 


improve the lives of 
people living with 
cancer and their loved 
ones.” 

Lowri Parsons said: “I 
wanted to organise an 
event that all my friends 
and peers could get 
involved in and have fun 
while raising money at 
the same time.” 

Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
headteacher Debra 
Thomas said: “We are 
proud that our young 
people show great 
empathy, care and 
commitment by leading 
events and activities to 
raise funds for worthy 
causes. 

“Lowri is an 
inspirational young lady 
and I am delighted that 
her endeavours have 
been acknowledged by 
Macmillan by being 
awarded the Champion 
Award for Wales." 

Nicola Newhams, 
Macmillan’s Fundraising 
Manager for the area, 
said: “It never ceases to 
amaze and inspire me 
just how fantastic our 
supporters are. 

“Ninety-nine per cent 
of the money that we 
raise comes from the 
general public, so it is 
only through the 
generosity of supporters 
like Lowri and the staff 
and pupils at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive school 
that we are able to 
continue to be there 
when we are needed 
most.” 

For information or 
support call the 
Macmillan Support Line 
free on 0808 808 0000 
(9am to 8pm Monday to 
Friday) or visit 
macmillan .org .uk. 

To get involved with 
fundraising for 
Macmillan like Lowri, 
call 0300 100 2000. 


War games 

A LAN THORNE (GEM Letters, 
January 18) is highly unlikely to 
find any evidence for an organised 
football match (complete with referee) in 
No-Man’s Land during the World War 
One Christmas truces. 

The spontaneity and often short-lived nature of 
these ceasefires, plus the war-scarred nature of the 
ground, would surely have precluded this from 
happening. 

I suspect that if a football was produced, what 
resulted was a ‘kickabout’, similar to the activity I 
witnessed as a boy on the local green just after 3pm 
on Sundays when the men came out of the nearby 
pub! 

Football, yes, but not under Football Association 
rules. 

Steve Monaghan, Cardiff. 


Valentine’s Day 
dance aims to 
help support Jade 


THE GEM has been 
following Jade 
Owen’s progress 
over the last couple 
of years as friends 
have fundraised for 
an operation to 
enable her to walk. 

A member of the 
fundraising team, 

Gordon Trigg, has 
supplied the following 
update: 

We are now pleased to 
announce that a 
fundraising dance will be 
held for Jade Elizabeth 
Owen to celebrate 2018 
Valentine’s Day. 

The dance will be held 
from 7.30pm until late on 
Saturday, February 10 at 
Barry Rugby Football 
Club, Merthyr Dyfan 
Road, Barry. 

As well as raffles, 
there will be prizes for 
the best dressed, best 
dancer, etc. Ticket prices 
are only £5 single or £8 
double - bring your 
friends. 

You can reserve your 
ticket by contacting Jade 
through her Facebook 
page at Jadeelizabeth 
Owen. Even if you 
cannot join the party, 
then it is possible to help 
Jade’s cause by making a 
donation at 

www.gofundme .com/jade 
-wish-to-walk. 

More details are 
available at 

www.facebook.com/event 





Jade Owen is 
fundraising for her 
second operation to 
help her walk. 

s/1540170209431917/ 
Jade has already had 
one operation in St 
Louis, USA, the first 
stage of a two-operation 
procedure to help her 
overcome her cerebral 
palsy and enable her to 
walk. 

She has been 
undergoing intensive 
physiotherapy for the last 
year and her dedication 
and hard work means 
that she can now stand 
with the aid of her leg 
braces. 

Jade also has a special 
walking frame to help 
her strengthen her 
muscles by walking. 

The date of the second 
operation has been 
provisionally set for mid- 
2018 but this does 
depend on her raising at 
least another £35,000 in 
six months - an 
unenviable task. 

The centre of world 
excellence for Jade’s 


condition is in St Louis, 
Missouri, where Dr Parks 
performs an operation 
called Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy (SDR). He 
has given the go-ahead 
for Jade’s second 
operation this year. 

Despite all the good 
news, the fundraising 
must continue in earnest 
in order to fund the 
extensive physio and the 
second operation. Jade 
and her family remain 
optimistic and positive 
and send their thanks to 
all those who have made 
contributions, big or 
small. 

Jade’s efforts to 
improve in her college 
studies and her physical 
well-being are exemplary 
and set a good example 
to all those who walk, 
run and dance without a 
second thought. 

Please give generously 
to help Jade achieve her 
dream to walk. She 
dearly wants to dance at 
her Valentine’s party in 
2019. 

Jade’s dream is 
something that most of 
us accept without 
thinking. 

Why not give it that 
thought, dig deep and 
make a donation to the 
fundraising - you can 
also go to the dance and 
have a great evening. Be 
positive and be part of 
Jade’s dream. 

GT 


Youth Speaks in Maesteg 



Competitors Lowri Davies, Ellie Mulling, Dylan York, 
Isabelle York and Abbie Grant. 


TWO teams from Maesteg 
Comprehensive School, 

sponsored by Maesteg Rotary 
club, competed at the area final 
held at Cwm Tawe Community 
School. 


Although performing extremely 
well they were not put forward for the 
district final on this occasion. Taylor 
Mordecai won the best vote of thanks 
for the senior group, but had to leave 
early for a swimming exam, and is 
missing from the photograph. 


ROAD SAFETY 
CAMPAIGNER 
IN COURT AFTER 
‘DRIVING CAR 
AT LOVE RIVAL’ 


A road safety 
campaigner mowed 
down a love rival in 
his car after finding 
out he was having 
an affair with his 
wife, a court heard. 

Liberal Democrat 
councillor Ian Spiller, 36, 
is accused of accelerating 
to mount a kerb towards 
Karl Davies, 39, after 
seeing him walking 
along a pavement with 
Mr Spiller’s wife. 

The court heard father- 
of-two Spiller allegedly 
revved his Audi A5 
towards Mr Davies after 
seeing the couple 
together. 

Spiller and wife Vicky, 
35, had been married for 
10 years before splitting 
up, but the pair still lived 
in the same home. 

Prosecutor Chris¬ 
topher Rees said Spiller - 
who led a campaign for 
road safety in 
Broadlands - drove at his 
victim after becoming 
jealous after she met the 
new man. 

Mr Rees said: “Mr 
Davies remembers 
nothing more than a 
white flash and a scream. 

“Mrs Spiller noticed 
that her husband’s car 
was driving behind them 
at what she thought was 
some speed. 

“Spiller deliberately 
mounted the pavement to 
drive at Mr Davies, the 
man he had just found 
out was having an affair 
with his wife.” 

The court heard 
Spiller allegedly used an 



Ian Spiller. 

app to access all of his 
wife’s texts - and track 
down their location 
before running Mr 
Davies down with his 
car. 

Newport Crown Court 
heard Mr Davies was 
knocked unconscious 
and suffered a fractured 
skull. 

Mr Rees said: “Spiller 
had contacted Mrs 
Spiller and told her that 
he was now aware that 
they were having a 
sexual affair. 

“That was his belief. 
Apparently he 

downloaded some sort of 
app which allowed him 
to get access to Mrs 
Spiller’s texts.” 

The court heard 
Spiller - who served as a 
LibDem member on 
Laleston Community 
Council in Bridgend - 
drove the car at Mr 
Davies on February 11, 
2017. 

Mr Rees said: “Mrs 
Spiller’s account is that 


the car hit and pushed 
him into some bushes a 
couple of feet behind 
him. 

“Spiller then reversed 
the car and as he did so, 
Mr Davies punched the 
side passenger window - 
he had been deliberately 
driven into. 

“Spiller continued to 
drive away and Mr 
Davies was being 
dragged on the road.” 

The court heard Mr 
Davies was left 
unconscious on the floor, 
“blowing bubbles from 
his mouth” after being hit 
on the roadside in 
Bridgend. 

Mr Spiller told police 
he did not deliberately 
target Mr Davies, and he 
was forced to swerve to 
avoid him when he was 
driving along the road. 

Spiller - whose sister- 
in-law was in the front 
passenger seat - said Mr 
Davies grabbed her by 
the throat and he revved 
the car to get away from 
him. 

Spiller started a group 
called the ‘A48: Make It 
Safe campaign’, after a 
16-year-old schoolboy 
was hit by a motorbike 
and killed on the A48 
near Broadlands. 

Spiller, of Bridgend, 
denies dangerous driving 
and causing serious 
injury by dangerous 
driving. 

The trial continues. 

REPORT BY 
WALES NEWS 
SERVICE 


Into the woods... 



DO you love the great outdoors 
and enjoy meeting new people? 

If so, then why not join Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s countryside 
team on one (or all) of their woodland 
management volunteering events this 
February. 

The volunteering events will take 
place at the following Local Nature 
Reserves (LNRs) around Bridgend - 
Tremains Wood, Brackla (CF31 2NL) 
at 10am on February 2: Tremains 
Wood is a lowland mixed broadleaved 
woodland situated in the middle of the 
Brackla housing development. Enjoy 
an accessible rural haven that shelters 
you from the hustle and bustle of our 
modern lives. Tremains Wood is 
family-friendly and it’s a perfect place 
for children to explore the meandering 


pathways leading through the 
woodland. 

Frog Pond Wood, Pyle (CF33 6BL) 
at 10am on February 9 and February 
16: Frog Pond Wood is a hidden gem. 
It’s a great place for a short walk with 
the family and you’ll feel as though 
you’re in the heart of the Welsh 
countryside, even though the 
woodland backs on to an industrial 
estate. It is mainly mixed oak/ash 
woodland but also has a pond and 
some wetland areas. 

For further information about the 
volunteering events, call Brian on 
07824 504819 or email: 

brian .jones @keepwalestidy.cymru. 

You can also visit 

www.naturalneighbourhoods .com for 
more information about these and 
other volunteering opportunities. WC 
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St Clare’s help look after 
the planet with beach clean 



AS anyone who has watched Blue Planet 
will know, at least eight million tonnes of 
plastic are dumped in the oceans every 
year where it chokes, entangles and 
poisons marine life. 

St Clare’s School in Newton on the outskirts of 
Porthcawl decided to help clean up the plastic 
waste we unfortunately now find in our oceans and 
on all of our beaches/coastal areas due to modem 
day living. 

Despite gloomy grey skies, the year-11 students 
armed with litter-pickers had a very successful 
clean-up and collected 12 bags of mbbish as well 
as a big fishing crate, all of which had washed up 
onto Newton Beach after the last few weeks of 
unusually heavy storms. 

A spokeswoman said: “St Clare’s takes its social 
responsibility very seriously and outdoor learning 
is important to the wellbeing of our pupils from 
our nursery to sixth form. 

“We’re very fortunate to be so close to the 
glorious Heritage coastline and it’s crucial that we 


all play a part in taking care of it. 

“A spirit of adventure and a creative, intuitive 
approach inspires our learning and yields superb 
academic and other results. 

“We help our students to better understand the 
links between the personal and the wider 
community, whether local or global, and we are 
very proud to belong to Cognita, a worldwide 
group of 67 schools in Europe, Latin America and 
South-East Asia.” 


ST DAVID’S DAY 
CONCERT 

THE Maesteg Male Voice Choir will perform on 
March 3 at the Bethel Community Church 
compered by Huw Thomas. 

Guest choir Cor Merched Cwm Lynfi will feature. 

Tickets £5 from Philip Bevan-Jones on 07799 
335599 or Gerwyn Thomas on 01656 735305, or 
indeed any choir member. 


Independent Hearing Practice 
& Earwax Removal Clinic 





SCOTTWROE 

Hearing Centre 

Established since 1988 

For advice on every Leading 
brand and model from a 
Leading independent family 
practice. 

We provide a truLy personal 
service and aftercare, 
all of which come with a 
competitive pricing 
structure and 
comprehensive aftercare 
service. 


FuLLy equipped MicroSuction earwax removal clinic. 

Contact 02920 707760 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 

10 Royal Buildings, Penarth, CF64 3ED 


b 


Keltic fires 


A WARM W£L< 


• Gas, Electric & Solid Fuel Fires 

• Solid Timber Beams & Mantels 

• High Quality Marble & Stone Surrounds 

• Made to measure items 

• Flue Systems 


PREMIER FIRE & FIREPLACE SHOWROOM 







Unit 2, New Street, Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 3UD 

Call 01656 655984 • info@kelticfires.co.uk 

f Keltic Fires LTD ^ @KelticFires 

w w w.kelticfires .co .uk 


OPENING TIMES 


Monday - Thursday: 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Friday: 9.30am - 4pm 
Saturday: 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Sunday: Appointment only 
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What makes 
for an 

‘enchanting’ 
village? 


AS reported in The 
GEM last week, the 
village of 

Colwinston has 
been recognised as 
one of the UK’s 
most community- 
minded villages, 
writes TIM 

CHAPMAN. 

The village is 
currently being featured 
in the TV show Village of 
the Year on Channel 4. 

The series began on 
Monday, January 15, and 
is broadcast at 3pm, 
Monday to Friday, with a 
show every Saturday 
night at 8 pm. 

Episodes can still be 
viewed at Channel4.com/ 
by putting in a search for 
‘village of the year’, so 
we won’t spoil the result 
for you. You’ll have to 
watch to find out how far 
Colwinston progressed in 
the competition. 

Local resident Jenny 
Sant contacted The GEM 
to explain the village’s 
involvement in the 
programme and why the 
Channel 4 crew were so 
taken with it. 

Jenny said: “Resident 
Jo Foxall entered the 
village into the 
competition, having 
grown up in the village, 
moved away and now 
returned - like many 
other children of 
Colwinston. 

“Channel 4’s team of 
researchers were 

enchanted by the 
community spirit which 
is quite unique to the 
village. 


“Residents contact 
Father Christmas to 
appear on his sleigh and 
give each child in the 
village a present on 
Christmas Eve. 

“On New Year’s Day 
there is a village football 
match with over 35s 
versus the under 35s, 
followed by a ‘Collyball’ 
competition. Children 
decorate a swede, the 
‘collyball’, with a trophy 
for the best one. 

“Later in the day 
children and adults throw 
their collyball down the 
steep pub hill. The 
furthest wins, with 
several bouncing off the 
walls of a thatched 
cottage at the bottom. 

“Currently we have 
the village panto Trouble 
in Panto Land in the 
village hall starring local 
residents, and in the 
summer the fete brings 
together the various 
clubs and the school on 
floats for a themed 
parade around the 
village. 

“On bonfire night, our 
firework display is a real 
shock for newcomers 
because the locals spend 
all year raising money 
for a magnificent show.” 

And that’s not all, 
throughout the year there 
are sporting and 
community organisations 
such as Colwinston 
Cricket club, the parent 
and toddler group, messy 
church, pub quizzes, 
cinema club, and the WI 
among many others. 
Young and old are kept 
well entertained! 


" INSTALL 


Fabrications Ltd 

Gates, 
Railings, 
Balustrades, 
Fire Escapes 
& Custom 
Steel Work 

I 01446 700611 

§ instaltfabsOhotmal.com 
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From left: Norma Morgan, Alzheimer’s Society; Nigel Beddoe, 
Well pharmacist; Sophie Brown pharmacy assistant. 

Pharmacy offers 
advice about living 
with dementia 


STAFF and volunteers at Well 
Pharmacy in Brackla came 
together last week to provide 
advice to those living with 
dementia, their carers and 
those concerned about 
dementia in their family. 

Pharmacist Nigel Beddoe and 
Alzheimer’s Society support worker 
Norma Morgan from Bridgend were 
on hand to provide expert advice 
around the life-changing condition. 

Norma’s expertise enabled staff and 
visitors to obtain further advice and 
information about how people can help 
those with age-related diseases, 
including dementia, and those who 
care for them. 

Situated in the heart of the 
community, the team at Well Brackla 
in The Triangle provides support for 
those on prescription medications for 
dementia each day, while addressing 
other health concerns around ageing. 

The in-store event is part of a series 
of initiatives by Well Pharmacy 


designed to raise awareness of 
dementia, including fundraising 
activity for the charity. 

The event was attended by many 
community members, with many 
sharing their own experiences and 
challenges of living with dementia. 

Norma Morgan, Alzheimer’s 
Society’s dementia support worker for 
Bridgend, said: “It was a pleasure to be 
invited to work with Well pharmacy to 
deliver today’s event in Brackla. 

“It gave me the opportunity to speak 
directly to members of the community 
who are impacted by dementia, and let 
them know about the resources and 
support available to them. 

“With growing numbers of people 
living with dementia, it is fantastic that 
Well Pharmacy is investing time in 
planning events and activities to help 
support local residents and build 
dementia-friendly communities.” 

To get advice, share experiences and 
connect with the Alzheimer’s Society, 
visit www.alzheimers.org.uk. 

HS 


Emmaus Community 
home celebrates 
second anniversary 


IT was chocolate 
cake all round for 
Companions and 
staff at Emmaus 
South Wales last 
week, to celebrate 
Nant Lais being 
officially open for 
two years. 

Nant Lais, located in 
Cefn Glas Bridgend, was 
opened two years ago 
after extensive 

refurbishment was 
carried out on the former 
Valleys to Coast 
property. 

Since opening, Nant 
Lais has become a home 
for many individuals 
who may have been 
facing homeless and had 
nowhere else to turn. 

The community home 
provides accommodation 
and excellent facilities, 
and also support for 
Companions who need to 
get their lives back on 
track. 

Throughout the two 
years, the community has 
faced some challenges, 
but has also developed in 
many ways. The 
community is almost at 
capacity, with 19 
formerly homeless or 
disadvantaged 
individuals currently 
calling it home. 


A number of the 
Companions have 
completed training 
courses, college courses 
and other qualifications 
in order to achieve their 
goals and aspirations. 

In November last year, 
one of the Emmaus 
Companions paraded in 
the Bridgend 

Remembrance Parade 
laying a wreath on behalf 
of the veterans’ unit. 

Speaking about plans 
for Nant Lais, 
Community Manager 
Audrey Barnett said: 
“Having a full 
community is one of the 
priorities. However, 
ensuring the community 
is a stable and safe 
environment is 

paramount. 

“Therefore, we are 
continuing to carry out 


comprehensive housing 
risk assessments for all 
applicants, taking into 
consideration 
Companions currently 
living in the community. 

“The suitability of the 
community is also 
discussed with 

applicants, to ensure 
Nant Lais meets the 
individuals needs and 
expectations.” 

“The community 
home has really come a 
long way and it’s easy to 
forget where we started. 
Emmaus South Wales 
would like to thank all of 
its customers, supporters 
and organisations for 
their continued support.” 

For more information 
or to donate to Emmaus 
South Wales, visit 
www.emmaus- 
southwales.org.uk. ES 


Work begins 
on new centre 



From left: Dr Sharon Guest; Dr Peter Evans, Dr Romilly Rees, 
Lindsay Morgan and Andrew Davies; with Karen Campbell-Ace 
and Nicola Willis who work for the surgery. 

GPs and healthcare primary care centre. bus routes and will have 

officials have come “Our aim has always 60 parking spaces, a 

together to mark been t0 su PP ort our GP dr °P-° ff P oint and an 

8 , , ,, .... colleagues and ambulance bay making 

me Start ot Duiiaing commiin ity staff to access for patients as 

work on the new provide the best easy as possible. 
Porthcawl primary healthcare possible to the As well as GP services 
and residents of Porthcawl. the purpose-built centre 
“We are one step will be home to a number 
closer and I’d like to of community health 

including 
speech and 
therapy, 
screening 
smoking 
support and 

change and develop, it’s local third sector support 
. , vitally important we have services. 

A new centre is much tbe S p ace anc j facilities to The extra space will 
needed because the main ided a p propr j at e provide room for an on 
Portway Surgery site is £ eatment and services as site pharmacy and 
too. small tor me ioJJUU close tQ the pat i ent ’ s potential opportunities 
patients it cares for and bome as possible.” for additional healthcare 

doesn t otter the The centre, which is services to move into the 
accommodation required due t0 be completed in area and be based at the 
tn modern • - • - — 


care 

community services 
centre 

... thank everyone who has services 
The centre will contribute ^ t0 this podiatry, 
provide local GPs and ject s0 far . A s the language 
community healthcare number of patients mater nity. 
services with extra space contimles t0 gr J w and clinicSj 
and modem facilities to healthcare c 0 „ d iti 0 ns cessation 


meet the 
residents. 


needs of 


to deliver 
services. 

In addition, the 
practice has to use 
premises on South Road, 
meaning services are 
split between two sites. 

The accommodation at 
South Road, which is 
shared with community 
services, also falls far 
below the standard 
expected for modern 
healthcare. 

None of these 
buildings could be 
modernised or expanded, 
so in 2015 it was agreed 
to move the practices and 
community services into 
a new purpose-built 
centre on Newton 
Nottage Road, next to 
Meadow Lake. 

At the event, ABMU 
chairman Professor 
Andrew Davies said: 
“I’m very pleased that 
following previous 
difficulties finding an 
appropriate site, work is 
now starting on the new 


spring 2019, is on three centre. 


HS 


Got a story? Then get in 
touch with us - email 

editorial@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
or call 01446 774484 


POLICE SEIZE 
DRUGS IN 
MAESTEG 


POLICE in Maesteg 
have seized what 
they suspect to be 
cannabis, cocaine, a 
weapon and money 
during an operation 
in the past week, 
thanks to tip-offs 
from the public. 

Within the space of 
two days, police acted on 
information to execute a 
warrant at two addresses, 
and also stop a vehicle 
while it was being driven 
in a supermarket car 
park. 

At 8 am on January 18, 
officers co-ordinated the 
execution of two 
warrants, one at Blaen 
Caerau Road and another 
at Cymer Hill, because it 
was suspected that 
cannabis was being 
grown. A man and a 
woman were arrested. 

Two days later, 
officers in a police 
vehicle recognised a 
black BMW driving into 
the ASDA car park in 
Pyle at approximately 
11pm. They searched the 


car and seized what is 
suspected to be cocaine, 
cannabis, a small knife 
and cash. A man was 
arrested on suspicion of 
being involved in the 
supply of controlled 
drugs. 

All have since been 
released while officers 
continue their 

investigations. 

Acting Inspector Nick 
Jones, said: “The results 
we have had are as a 
direct result of 
intelligence gathered 
from within the local 
community. Whenever 
we receive information 
we will assess it and 
when the time is right we 
will take action. 

“Anybody with 
information about drug 
dealing in the community 
should have the 
confidence to report it to 
us - they can call via 
101 , or if they prefer, 
report it anonymously.” 

Anybody with 

information can call 
Crimestoppers free and 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 
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40th anniversary show highlights 
school’s talent and versatility 




ABOVE: George Neeson, Mitchell Davies, Lucy Vinen and 
Jaydon Jones. BELOW: The ballet chorus. 
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ABOVE: The finale as the Phantom terrorises Raoul (Jack 
Williams) and Christine (Megan Morris). 
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Left to right: Jack Williams, Jaydon Jones, and George Neeson. 


Review by Philip Irwin, photos 


I T sounds like a quiz 
question, but how do you 
get from We Will Rock You 
to Phantom of the Opera in 
one step? 

Well, in the case of Porthcawl 
Comprehensive, you do it with 
talented and versatile young 
performers who don’t rest on their 
laurels but keep looking to improve. 

You also need the school’s drama 
department to take a cool look at the 
talent available and make the right 
choice. The pupils played five 
performances of Phantom at the 
Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl - all sold 
out - and it has given the three lead 
actors, James Evans-Jones, Megan 
Morris (Christine Daae) and Lucy 
Vinen (Carlotta), the chance to 
showcase their excellent voices. 

James and Lucy are both in their 
final year and both are aiming to 
study further in drama and theatre 
studies. As a result of the last three 
years, James can point to leading roles 
as Britney in WWRY, the nerdish 
Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors, 
and now the title role in Phantom. 

That level of versatility should 
impress a few drama colleges. In case 
they are not, then he also throw in his 
position as a soloist for the Welsh 
choir, Only Boys Aloud 

Lor Lucy last year (and Megan) it 
was Ronnettes-style Tamla-influenced 
vocals, followed this year by full on 
opera, and the spontaneous applause 
that broke out during the show - not 
to mention the standing ovation at the 
end - showed just how well it went 
down with the audience. Lucy, in 
particular, was totally comfortable 
with the required operatic warblings. 

Megan, who will be back next year, 
stood up extremely well to what is a 
demanding role, needing stamina, 
acting ability and a good voice, and 
she was excellent. 

Phantom is a show that presents a 
number of challenges. It is a while 
before one of the well-known songs 
makes an appearance (it’s the title 
song, of course) and until then, the 
cast has to do a lot of scene setting. 

Again, the show worked because 
there was plenty of talent on stage to 
make this happen. 

Jack Williams plays Christine’s 
love, Raoul, and he also had a fine 
voice. He has two more years in 
comp, so it will be interesting to see 
how he develops. 

Jaydon Jones and George Neeson 
made a good comedy duo as the 
perpetually worried and confused 
owners of the opera house - a pair 
who had no idea what they were 
taking on when they bought it. 

Mitchell Davies did well as the 
fading opera star Piangi, and he 
showed a good voice in what was a 
comic role - well, comic until he gets 
murdered by the Phantom. 

Carys Morgan played the strict 
opera house ballet coach, Mme Giry, 
very well, and she had a pivotal role 
in holding the plot together, as does 
her daughter, Meg Giry, also well 
played by Carys Mainwairing. 

It would be remiss to not mention 
the ballet chorus, and the school had 
enough dancers to make this 
convincing too. What’s more, the 
orchestra was made up of pupils at the 
school. 

All this effort brought the show to a 
thrilling conclusion, as Christine and 
Raoul were terrorised by the Phantom, 
until Christine breaks through his 
maniacal desire for vengeance - 
leading to the dramatic ending that 
Phantom fans know and love. 

The production team of Mrs Kelly 
Poole (director); Mrs Rhinnon Giles 
(musical director); Miss Rhian 
Thomas (choreographer) and Mr Joe 
Smith (production manager) can all be 
proud of this show. The programme 
doesn’t give a credit for set design, so 
I’m assuming that was down to Mr 


Smith. If I’m wrong about that, then 
say it ain't so, Joe! 

GEM NOTE 

JJ, Lucy and Megan are all taking 
major roles in the Bridgend Youth 
Theatre’s Lebruary production of 
Carousel - also in the Grand Pavilion. 
Lor James, the role of Billy Bigelow 
is very different from the Phantom, 
while Lucy Vinen, as Julie Jordan, 
will be singing the classic ‘If I Loved 
You’ - among others. 

If you enjoyed Phantom, then take 
the chance to catch some of the best 
young talent in Bridgend county 
borough! 

Principal cast: 

THE PHANTOM OP THE 
OPERA - James Evans-Jones: 
CHRISTINE DAAE - Megan Morris; 
CARLOTTA GIUDICELLI - Lucy 
Vinen; VICOMTE RAOUL DE 
CHAGNY - Jack Williams; 
MADAME GIRY - Carys Morgan; 
MEG GIRY - Carys Mainwairing; 
RICHARD FIRMIN - Jaydon Jones; 
MONSIEUR GILLES ANDRE - 
George Neeson; UBALDO PIANGI - 
Mitchell Davies; MONSIEUR 
LEFEVRE - James Grandon; 

JOSEPH BUQUET - Evan Davies; 
AUCTIONEER - Will Foskett; 
MAESTRO REYER- Patrick 
O’Neill; SOLOIST 1 - Elys Davies; 
SOLOIST 2 - Eddy Osborne; 
SOLOIST 3 - Holly Sinclair. 

Cast: Rebecca Adams; Jacob 
Brown; Chelsea Cooper; Karah 
Watkins; Emily James; Angharad 
Thomas; Bethan Jenkins; Rebecca 
Coleman; Charlotte Coleman; Eliza 
Barrett; Millie Fry; Sophie Price; Nia 
Eales; Katie Pickett; Abbi Audsley; 
Jamie Harrowing; Ewan Aitchison- 
Hough; Georgina Andersson; Sophia 
Keepins; Olivia Pownall; Finley 
Hemsley; India Clatworthy; Elodie 
Guillerm; Molly Corthine; Eve 
Manley; Evie Williams; Kelghan 
Dyer; Owen Thomas; Lucia Brown; 
Millie Stables; Beci Senior; Annalise 
Traylor; Sophie Edwards; Amelia 
Jones; Rachel Appleton; Ashleigh 
Phillips; Erin Thomas-Parker; Scarlett 
Jenkins; Ellie Jones; Olivia Bateman; 
Liliana Miller; Orla Danahar; Meg 
McCloy; Rhys Jones; Poppy 
McGlynn and Stella Marks. 

Orchestra 

Woodwind 1 - Lowri Howell; 
Woodwind 2 - Caitlin Adams. 
Woodwind 3 - Isaak Cronje. 
Woodwind 4 - Jenny Weir. 
Woodwind 5 - Lucy Millership. 
Horn 1 - David Wheeler. 

Horn 2 - Laurence Hunt. 

Trumpet 1 - Simon Gray. 

Trumpet 2 - Beth Pickett. 
Trombone - Matthew Pugh. 
Percussion - Sam Williams. 
Keyboard 1 - Richard Davis. 
Keyboard 2 - Isabel Appleton. 
Violins - Helen Williams; Becci 
Goss; Ruth Felton; Imogen Kent; 
Harriet Maine; Nicola Hughes. 

Violas - Sarah Wynne; Jenny 
Tanner. Cellos - Hannah Thomas; 
Daniel Evans. Double Bass - Thomas 
Phillips. 

Production Team 

Director - Mrs Kelly Poole. 
Musical director -Mrs Rhiannon 
Giles. Choreographer - Miss Rhian 
Thomas. Production Manager - Mr 
Joe Smith. Costume - Mrs Lezia 
Davies, Mrs Laura Thompson. 

Stage Manager - Sam Stables. 
Deputy Stage Manager - Mr Robert 
Singer, Max Williams. Assistant 
Stage Managers - Jessica Adams, 
Lauren Slaughter. Costume and 
Makeup - Katie Shears, Megan 
BabbageUauren Hancock. 

Lights - Grand Pavilion. Sound - 
Grand Pavilion. Crew: - Owen 
Jeal; Abbie Perkins; Molly Ashton; 
Charlie Evans; Adam Williams; 
Phoebe Keepins; Zach Powell; Tyler 
Davies; Rhiannon Drummond; Holly 
Barnfield; Kiera Ellis-Stretch. 


ABOVE: The Phantom (James Evans- 
Jones) with Christine (Megan Morris). 

BELOW: The Phantom minus mask. 


by Malcolm Nugent 
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Love is in the air at Smiley Kitchens so this 
February we would love to give your existing 
kitchen a lovely brand new Smiley facelift, 
with our unique Smiley Kitchens makeover... 

• No need to empty cupboard* • No me**, no fu** 

• Most kitchens completed in just one day 

• All doors made to measure 

• Choose from Laminate. Solid Wood or Painted Doors 

• FREE design service • Coll for a FREE quotation 




Q 

BRITISH 

MADE 


Kitchen Transformations 




35 Ilf 30 


03 /° 

^WOFF 
WINDERMERE 
DOORS 


»U 0( ? 

SCOOP 

doors 


ASK ABOUT QUICK-TOPS... 


A 


Wtty reptoce yot# wodctops ehen till 
unique quart! overlay A 
•imply ms aw your 
oitsf.ng surface 

♦ Hygenic 

♦ Eoty to care lot 

♦ Easily Installed 

♦ Scratch resistant ♦ Heat reeatanl ♦ 1 

♦ Up to 30% cheaper man granite 



- I Quick-Tops I 

iM ■I 1H |y Snviery Kfchans I 


Your lovely t%eu> klfcke * fa jost a cal'l oM/tuf- 


ColinoelM 


02920 098182 

www.smileykitchens.com 

Unes Open; Mon * flat f ,00am till 4.00pm * Sun 10.00am till 400pm 

Over 30 years experience Famty run busnou 
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‘Facing up to tough choices over repair 
hill for the Palace of Westminster 9 


A S I have explained many times, I 
love starting a Friday with a visit 
to a school. 

Last Friday I was in Litchard Primary, where the 
whole school assembly was turned into a 
Parliament. 

So much quicker than a political party leadership 
election process: leaders and deputy leaders for the 
government and opposition were chosen, and a 
topic to debate selected. 

The pupils chose the question: Do footballers 
earn too much? 

With only moments to think of arguments the 
debate took off, led by the two party leaders; the 
Speaker called ‘order’, excited pupils stood to 
speak and the deputy party leaders rounded up the 
debate. 

The vote in the two lobbies was perhaps a little 
more chaotic than in Westminster and the two 
tellers failed to bow to the Speaker, but the vote 
was clear. Footballers earn too much. 

Money is the centre of so many debates at 
present. The biggest money debate is coming up in 
Westminster on January 31: should the House of 
Commons agree to fund the repair and renewal of 
the Palace of Westminster? 

A report tells us that the building’s mechanical, 


electrical and public health services could be kept 
functioning, but only with increasing difficulty and 
risk. The report has scary phrases such as, ‘a major 
failure of the existing service infrastructure is 
inevitable’. 

Fire risks are covered with fine words such as, 
‘complicates effective fire compartmentation’. 

There are three options: a rolling programme of 
work with high noise and disruption for 32 years: 
cost £5.7 billion; 

Partial ‘decant’ over 11 years: cost between £3.9 
and £4.4 billion; 

Full decant: Move Parliament out of the 
building for six years, cost between £3.5 and £3.9 
billion. 

I have already described in a previous article, the 
horrors which are hidden from public view in the 
Palace. The rotting stonework, the collapsing 
windows, leaking roofs, gutters and antiquated 
down pipes. 

Don’t start me on the steam systems, gas lines, 
paper pipes and electric wiring which are 
frightening to behold. 

When the old Palace burned down in 1834, the 
architect Charles Barry used stone and iron to 
counter the risk of fire. 

But in designing the interior, Pugin used vast 
quantities of wood to panel the walls and the huge 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes a monthly 
report from 
Westminster 
for The GEM. 



ventilation shafts and floor voids, creating ideal 
conditions for fire and smoke to spread quickly. 

At a time when there are calls for money for the 
NHS, defence and security and Brexit, not to 
mention easing austerity and increasing public 
sector pay, spending billions on the repair and 
restoration of the Palace is no vote winner. 

I intend to vote for the third option. We allowed 
one old Palace of West mi nster to burn down 
already in our history. Last time we were lucky - it 
happened at night when the building was empty. 

If it happened during a vote in the Commons and 
Lords, with the building full of visitors and guests, 

I fear the consequences. 

I don’t need the Palace of Westminster to do my 


It’s all haggis and the White Heather 
Club at the Lions’ Burns Night Supper 



‘Exemplary 
service from 
the NHS’ 


1 WAS recently 
seen by the out 
of hours GP 
service at Princess 
of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend and I was 
immediately 
referred to the 
Acute Medical Unit 
for further 
assessment/treatme 
nt. 

It was like a war zone 
there. Staff were rushed 
off their feet, patients 
were arriving at a pace 
of knots, obviously 
some very sick. 

One ward appeared to 
have strict infection 


control measures in 
place, staff and patients 
were wearing gloves 
and masks. I sat 
watching with a mixture 
of horror and fear. 

However, despite the 
impossible conditions, I 
received exemplary 
care. The staff were 
exhausted but at all 
times, they displayed 
professionalism, 
courtesy and patience. I 
cannot fault them. 

So it saddens me 
when I hear the constant 
criticism aimed at the 
NHS. Yes, it is under 
tremendous strain and 
needs a radical 
overhaul, it would be 
naive to think 


For all the latest news 
from your area - 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


otherwise. 

But is the NHS 
failing us, or are we 
failing the NHS? 

Is it time that we, as 
a nation, started to 
radically change our 
expectations of the 
NHS. 

We need to recognise 
its strengths but we also 
have to accept its 
weaknesses in a less 
critical way. Perhaps if 
our behaviours change - 
if we stop demanding 
and take more 
responsibility for our 
own health - we could 
actually work to support 
the NHS instead of 
draining it. 

Pouring endless 
amounts of money into 
a sink hole is not going 
to make much 
difference. A major shift 
in public attitudes may. 
Andrea Kane-Akers, 
Bridgend. 


PORTHCAWL Lions 
celebrated their Burns 
Night Supper at the 
Hi-Tide Inn, attended 
not only by fellow 
Lions, but members of 
Porthcawl Museum, 
Porthcawl Rotary and 
Porthcawl U3A. 

The Haggis was 
paraded through the 
room led by the Piper, 
John Campbell. The 
president of Porthcawl 
Lions Club, Andrew 
Collier, addressed those 
present with his views on 
Robbie Burns, during 
which he quoted from a 
friend of Porthcawl 
Lions, Niall Ferguson. 

Niall, who spends 
most of his life these 
days in the USA, 
compared Robbie Burns 
with Dylan Thomas and 
the two had much in 
common. 

The standard of the 
dancing led by Jan 
Richards was also the 
subject of some debate, 
however there were no 
casualties. 

Everyone enjoyed the 
evening. A raffle raised 
£179 for Porthcawl 
Museum. A grand event 
organised by Aileen and 
Ian who hosted the 
Robbie Bums supper to 
the appreciation of all 
present. DR 


Maesteg 

choir 

concert 

THE Maesteg Male 
Voice Choir will 
hold a concert in 
the Town Hall, 
Maesteg on May 12 
at 7pm. 

Guest Shan Cothi 
will perform, and the 
compere will be Garry 
Owen. Tickets £10 
from Maesteg Library, 
members of the choir or 
from Maesteg Town 
Hall on 01656 815995. 


job. I can work from a temporary chamber in one 
of the buildings on Whitehall. I need an office, 
computer and telephone access, for myself and 
staff, committee and meeting rooms and a chamber. 

I can do my job if the Palace is closed and the 
work undertaken over six years to restore, renew 
and modernise the facilities to make it work in the 
21 st century. 

At present much of the building does not work, 
lifts break down, computers stop working for a few 
hours each week, roofs leak and stones fall. 

The Palace is not just about 650 working MPs. 

It is about how Britain faces the world and how the 
world views us. 

It is an iconic building that should/must be 
preserved and restored. It is about our history, our 
democratic way of life and the site of our 
continuous Parliaments over centuries of turbulent 
history. 

It is an amazing building. The design and 
structure are awe inspiring but very, very, tired. 

I understand the arguments that the public will 
think MPs are voting to spend the money on 
themselves. When we need more money for health 
and defence, both of which I have argued for, why 
should we spend on a building? 

At present, we spend £1 million a day on Brexit. 
The Government has given £1 billion to the DUP. 
But this is about priorities. Health and defence do 
need more money -1 will vote for that. 

I will vote to also find the money for the 
cheapest, safest option for the Palace of 
Westminster. Whatever the future holds, the one 
thing the Palace tells all of us, MPs, Lords and 
Baronesses, it is a transient privilege to walk these 
halls, sit in these meeting and committee rooms and 
debate in the Chambers. 

We will pass on and be replaced, but the Palace, 
which stands as the institutional signifier of Britain, 
its history, its values and aspirations, must be cared 
for and cherished. It is part of caring for and 
cherishing the country itself - the manifestation of 
the state that must endure. 



Plant Hire Groundwork Contractors Ltd 



Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


@01446700535 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering • All size track 
machinery with drivers available 
• Suppliers of top soil • Suppliers of 
sub soil • Suppliers of re-cycled stone 
• Suppliers of quarry stone 

•3t loads away GRAB it 

•Aggregates Groundwork 
• Deliveries Contractors 

We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 

For more information please . . 
call Byron on: 01446 700535 

01446 700535 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t Replace The Frames... Just The Panes! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


Which?) 1 

Truatrd Irwiw / 



REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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Local trio honoured by HM 
the Queen’s representative 


A RESERVIST and 
two members of 
the cadet 
community from 
Bridgend have 
been celebrated by 
Her Majesty’s 
representative for 
the area. 

HM Lord-Lieutenant 
of Mid Glamorgan, 
Dame Kate Thomas, 
held her 16th annual 
awards ceremony and 
the local trio were 
recognised for going the 
extra mile to help 
others. 

Nearly 100 people 
attended the event at the 
University of South 
Wales’ Conference 
Centre in Pontypridd, at 
which Lieutenant 
Commander Gary 
McKenzie RNR, 
teenager Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Casey 
Marchant and Carol 
Gilbert were honoured 
for their achievements. 

Lt Cdr McKenzie 
was awarded the Lord- 
Lieutenant’s Certificate 
of Meritorious 
Volunteer Service for 
his work with Wales’ 
only Royal Navy 
Reserve unit. As a 
member of HMS 
Cambria since 2001, he 
will soon be based in 
the Royal Navy’s multi¬ 
million pound building 
in Cardiff Bay when the 


construction process is 
complete in 2019. 

No 3 Welsh Wing 
RAF Air Cadets’ Flight 
Sergeant Casey 
Marchant was one of 
three teenagers 
appointed to the role of 
Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Cadet. The 18-year-old, 
a member of 2318 
Aberkenfig Squadron, 
received a distinctive 
badge to mark the 
occasion. 

Cdt Fit Sgt 
Marchant’s new role 
includes accompanying 
the Lord-Lieutenant at 
official engagements, 
such as Royal visits and 
Remembrance services, 
and representing Cadets 
throughout the county. 
Continually overcoming 
challenges caused by 
dyslexia, Cdt Fit Sgt 
Marchant is a keen 
volunteer with her local 
foodbank and has 
become one of the 
highest achieving cadets 
in Wales. 

Mrs Gilbert, a 
volunteer with No 3 
Welsh Wing RAF Air 
Cadets, received the 
Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Certificate of 
Meritorious Volunteer 
Service. Having 
volunteered at 1092 
Bridgend Squadron 
since 2000, she is the 
longest serving member 
of staff and has become 
a hugely popular figure 



Carol Gilbert. 

amongst cadets. 

There are over 4,400 
active cadets at 210 
locations across Wales. 
They are helped by 
more than 1,200 
volunteers, who provide 
opportunities and 
inspiration for future 
generations to gain life 
changing experiences, 
skills and qualifications. 

The event was 
organised by the 
Reserve Forces’ and 
Cadets’ Association 
(RFCA) for Wales, an 
organisation that has 
supported HM Armed 
Forces for over 100 
years. To learn more 
about opportunities 
available, visit: 
www.Wales-RFCA.org 
or contact 

@RFCAforWales on 
Twitter. 

AS 




Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Casey 

HM Lord-Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan, Marchant, now a 

Dame Kate Thomas with Lieutenant Lord-Lieutenanfs 

Commander Gary McKenzie RNR. Cadet. 


Porthcawl Bridge Club news 


PORTHCAWL 
Bridge Club 

recently held its 
Club Teams 

Championship for 
the Margaret 
Thomas Bowl, 
resulting in a win 
for Pat, Gary, Keith 
and Tony. 

The latest results from 
the club are: Saturday, 
January 13 - First, Emer 


Disley and Debbie Lea; 
second, Dil and Marian 
Evans. 

Thursday, January 18: 
Club Championship 
Teams - First, Gary 
Williams, Pat Haworth, 
Keith Davison, Tony 
Haworth; second, Pat 
Roper, John Cobby, 
Roger Draper, Rory 
Gibbons. 

Saturday, January 20: 
First, Colin and Lavinia 
Thomas; second, Beth 


Davies and Dian Jones. 

Thursday, January 25: 
First, Sue Anthony and 
Trish Saunders; second, 
Dil and Marian Evans. 

The club meets twice a 
week at the Awel-y-Mor 
centre on Thursdays 
(6.45pm-9.45pm) and 
Saturdays (3.45pm- 
6.45pm). Visitors are 
welcome at any time; 
contact club secretary 
Trish on 01656 785794. 

TH 


Bus routes 
face the axe 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

• No 62 - Bridgend to 
Pencoed (First Cymru) 

• No 73 - Pyle to 
Fforddygyfraith (Easy- 
way) 

Cllr Richard Young, 
the council’s cabinet 
member for com¬ 
munities, said: “BCBC 
and the Welsh 
Government subsidise 
some regional and local 
bus routes. 

“Unfortunately, as we 
will have even less 
money available to 
spend on public services 
next year, the current 
level of subsidy is 
unsustainable. 

“Clearly, this isn’t a 
situation that we would 
like to be in, but it is the 
harsh reality that the 
previous level of 
funding simply cannot 
be maintained. 

“We therefore want to 
look at the consequences 
of withdrawing the 
subsidies on certain 


routes, and would like to 
gather public opinion 
before any decisions are 
taken. 

“As well as telling us 
whether or not they 
value these particular 
bus services, we also 
want local residents’ 
views on possible travel 
alternatives that may be 
available to them, such 
as the community 
transport scheme. 

“All of these schemes 
are designed to serve 
routes that are used, but 
only by relatively low 
passenger numbers, and 
may be the most suitable 
option for the future.” 

BCBC’s ‘Supported 
Bus Services’ 

consultation can be 
completed online at 
ww w.bridgend .gov.uk/c 
onsultation before the 
closing date of Monday, 
March 26. Paper copies 
and alternative formats 
are also available by 
calling 01656 643664. 


Police investigate 
Maesteg man’s death 

SOUTH Wales Police is investigating the death 
of a 90-year-old man, whose body was found at 
a property on Bridgend Road, Garth, Maesteg, 
on Sunday, January 28. 

Officers were called to the address at 
approximately 12.40pm. 

Armed officers were deployed to the scene as a 
precautionary measure while the circumstances of 
the death were investigated. 

A spokeswoman said: “The death is not believed 
to be suspicious, however, enquiries are continuing.” 


advertisement feature 


Intestinal problems are no illusion 


Scientists get to the bottom of it 

Approximately 13 million people in the UK suffer from an irritated bowel, the 
so-called Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS). In the past, people affected were 
repeatedly labelled as hypochondriacs. Wrongly so! Scientists have found a possible 
cause for an irritated bowel. But more importantly: they also found a promising 
relief for IBS, called Kijimea IBS. 



IBS: Only one’s 
imagination? 

People 
suffering from an 
irritated bowel 
are consistently 
plagued by bloating, 
flatulence, diarrhoea 
or abdominal pain - 
sometimes alternately, 
often even simultaneously. 
For many people affected, a large part of 
their quality of life is lost. What is almost 
as severe: Many sufferers feel that their 
problems are not taken seriously. All too 
often they are labelled as hypochondriacs. 
Are they only making up their intestinal 
problems? Nowadays, scientists say no. 

Potential cause: 
a damaged intestinal barrier 

More and more researchers today assume 
that the typical intestinal problems are 
caused by a damaged intestinal barrier. The 
damages enable pollutants and pathogens 
to penetrate the intestinal wall, triggering 
the typical symptoms such as bloating or 
flatulence, diarrhoea or abdominal pain. 
Luckily, researchers also discovered a 


unique bifidobacteria strain which can help 
(only in Kijimea IBS). 

Effective treatment: 
a globally unique bifidobacterium 

Under the direction of the renowned Prof. 
Dr. S. Guglielmetti, a team of scientists found 
out that the bifidobacteria strain B. bifidum 
MIMBb75, contained in Kijimea IBS (only 
available over the pharmacist counter), 
attaches itself directly to the intestinal wall. 
Symbolically, it covers the intestinal wall like 
a plaster. The effectiveness of Kiiimea IBS 
has been shown in a clinical stuay. During 
the study most IBS symptoms did not 
only significantly improve due to Kijimea 
IBS, but in some cases also disappeared. 
Furthermore, the bifidobacterium included 
in Kijimea IBS is the only one worldwide 
that simultaneously showed an increase in 
the quality of life or most IBS patients. 

Now available in the UK - Kijimea IBS 

In many other countries, Kijimea IBS 
has already proven to be successful. 
This product is now available in the 
UK, too. Kijimea IBS is prescription 
free available over the pharmacist 
counter and has no known side effects. 


Kijimea IBS is brand-new! 

It is only available by order over the 
pharmacist counter at 

- your independent pharmacy or 
Superdrug pharmacy or 

■ online at 

www.chemistdirect.co.uk and 
www.amazon.co.uk 


Show this coupon to your pharmacist to 

order Kiiimea for you! 

Dear pharmacist, 

Kijimea IBS is new on the UK market. If you can¬ 
not find it in your own supplier system, 
please make a special order through the 

Alliance wholesale system. 

KIJIMEA IBS PIP Code: 404-3170 



1IIIMU 



The photo in this advertisement contains a model, not an IBS patient. If symptoms worsen and/ or persist, consult a doctor. For more information visit www.kijimea.co.uk 
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FURNITURE & FLOORING 




Select from 

our HUGE 

Furniture range, 

from 

Contemporary 
to Traditional, 

we have 
it all! 


NOW 

ON 



n 

QS 
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The Georgia Fabric 3 str Manual Rediner 
& 2 str Sofa 
Was £3369.95 

Sale Price £1749.95 
Clearance Price £1684.95 

Unit I. Retail Area, Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbiidse. CF7I 7 PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF7I 7PA 


NCAHM OPENNG HOURS: 

MOM TUB. WED « FfU Xfcm OW LATE MKT 

THURSDAY SAT lOtm-SJOpm SUN I i«rvSfML 



JUST 15 MINUTES 
from Culverhouse Cross 


Vfc* our website at 
www.thepbceftx+'crnwitd co gk 
EnqiiriM email ttJtftQthapbedorherrwUtdco Jk 


www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk o@ 
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PENARTH AVIATION SOCIETY 

THE Penarth Aviation Society will be meeting on Friday, 
February 2 at 7.45 for 8pm at the Penarth Conservative Club. 

The speaker this month is society member David Ephraim. The talk is 
entitled: ‘The Perils and Pitfalls of being a High Flyer’ and will look at the 
composition of the atmosphere and how it varies with height. 

The effects of these changes on such things as the physics of flight and the 
physiology of respiration will be explored as well as how these problems may 
be overcome. 

Why not join the Society? We meet on the first Friday of the month at the 
Penarth Conservative Club. Further information may be found on our website 
(www.penarthaviationsociety.co .uk), Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/penarthaviationsociety.co.uk) and from our secretary 
Barrie Howell on 02921 322385. 


Windows Ltd 



CELEBRATING 

✓"'V /^\ 3+C 



is7 


YEARS 

supplying & fitting top quality 
WINDOWS, 

DOORS, 

REPLACEMENT 
I CONSERVATORIES, 

PORCHES, 

FASCIA, SOFFITS 
& GUTTERING 
EXCELLENT SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT 

0800 0260587/01446 749055 

Unit 16, Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate, 

Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 

www.dinaswindows.co.uk ▼ — 



OGMORE 
VALE 
MAN IS 
JAILED 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A MAN caught 
taking drugs, 
tobacco and mobile 
phones into Parc 
Prison, Bridgend, 
has been jailed for 
91 weeks at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Karl Davies (37) of 
Railway Terrace, 
Ogmore Vale, admitted 
taking prohibited items 
into the prison and 
possessing a 
psychoactive substance 
with an intent to supply. 

Prosecutor John 
Warren said Davies had 
attempted to evade 
security at the prison 
with a package 
concealed in his trousers 
containing Subutex 
tablets, Spice, tobacco, 
two mobile phones and 
a charging unit. 

It occurred, said Mr 
Warren on May 1 when 
Davies was visiting his 
brother, who was an 
inmate. 

As Davies was near a 



sniffer dog, his handler 
was alerted and he was 
detained. 

He later handed over 
the items and claimed 
he had been paid £200 
to bring the package in. 

The court heard that 
Davies had 36 
convictions for previous 
offences, including 
breach of an eight-week 
suspended sentence for 
driving under the 
influence of drugs. 

His solicitor, Kim 
Hartland, said he had 
been taking drugs since 
the age of 15. 

Judge Jonathan 
Furness QC told him: 
“We have considerable 
problems in our prisons 
as a result of drugs. The 
courts will do 
everything they can to 
stamp out the supply of 
contraband items into 
prison.” 


NFU is looking for 
the Next Generation 


NFU CYMRU is 
asking for 
applicants for a 
new intake of 
proactive, 
enthusiastic young 
farmers to be part 
of its Next 
Generation policy 
group. 

Farmers aged 40 and 
under from all sectors 
and all counties of Wales 
are invited to apply to 
join the group and to 
represent the future of 
the industry. In addition 
to working with NFU 
Cymru policy advisers 
and officeholders, on 
key policy issues such as 
Brexit and rural 
development, members 
of the group will also get 
the opportunity to travel 
to Cardiff Bay and 
Fondon to meet with 
government at all levels. 

This will be the 
second intake for the 
group, which has a two- 
year term, and provides 
an opportunity for young 
farmers to engage with 
top decision makers, as 
well as the opportunity 
to meet similar groups in 
Ireland and England. 

Member of the current 
group, Annie James, 
said: “I wanted to get 
involved with the NFU 
Cymru Next Generation 
policy group as I felt 
that the younger 
generation need to be 
part of the conversation 
at all levels of the 


industry, and therefore 
the Union. This group 
not only enables this, but 
can lead to integration 
into other policy groups 
and boards and will help 
develop and filter 
informed younger 
generation farmers into 
the Union’s wider work 
and wider industry posts. 

“I think this is 
particularly important in 
the light of Brexit but 
also to help keep the 
work that NFU Cymru 


does relevant for the 
future generations of 
farmers.” 

If you are interested 
in applying, or know 
someone that is, 
complete the application 
form on the NFU Cymru 
website. The deadline 
for applications closes 
on February 28. We are 
looking for people who 
are involved in 
agriculture aged 40 years 
and under. 

AF 


Anthony 
Jarvie Solicitor; 


Specialist solicitors in Wills, 
Powers of Attorney, Probate and 
Estate Planning and Administration, 
and Inheritance Tax Planning 

Delivering peace of mind to you and 
your loved ones whilst providing: 

• Expert and current legal advice 

• A professional and bespoke service. 

• A warm and friendly reception to all clients 

• Clear and competitive pricing 

• Excellent communication throughout 

• Home visits where necessary 

Please contact Helen Jones today 
for a no obligation chat 

Telephone: 01656 652737 
Email: helenj@anthonyandjarvie.co.uk 
6 Court Road, Bridgend, CF31 1BW 


* 


PROMEC 

LANDROVER 

Indrpvn4««l 
l4»drav»r IpvcUlUl 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 


Range of Savings Accounts -1 January 2018 


Account Name 


RenonN FV en M ir 
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£25 • (SOD 
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a 
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a 
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COWBRiDGE BRANCH 01446 506000 

75 High Street Ccwbndge C\ /I 7AF 


Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 

at a fraction of main dealer costs! 


We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• Recovery Available • Courtesy car available 

• Fixed price service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repairs/Brakes/Suspension etc • Mot’s • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 

Llwynmilwas Workshop. Groes Faen, Llantrisant CF72 8NS. 

www.promeclandrover.co.uk 
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We are the UK’s largest clearance centre 
of solid oak, hardwood furniture and sofas 




Was: £379. 4 7 Reduced: £26! 

TO CLEAR £49 




Was - £187 49 Reduced - £149 99 


\l\l& s" £198 56 Reduced - £14ft P 2 

TO CLEAR £10 

■ 

TO CLEAR £29 



Was: £1 '133.00 Reduced: £899, 

TO CLEAR £249 


SALE 

ENDS SUNDAY 


WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF ITEMS TO CLEAR 

EVERYTHING MUST GO 

THIS WEEKEND! 

SAT 3RD - SUN 4TH FEBRUARY 

OVER 70% OFF 

IN STOCK TO TAKE AWAY TODAY 




Was: £599.61 Reduced: £47E 

TO CLEAR £59 


Was: £436.86 Reduced: £34! 

TO CLEAR £59 




Was: £99&r@§ Reduced: £848 t§4 

TO CLEAR £99 

■ 

Was: £739.85 Reduced: £549.48 

TO CLEAR £99 

■ 

Was: £1199.74 Reduced: £999.74 

TO CLEAR £299 

■ 

Was: £849,78 Reduced: £66&78 

TO CLEAR £149 


GENUINE RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICE CLEARANCE THAT WILL NEVER BE BEATEN 


HADFIELD ROAD • CARDIFF • CF11 8AQ 

(ADJACENT TO ENTERPRISE rent-a-car) 

Monday - Friday 9am - 8pm, Saturday 9am - 6pm 
Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 


(QMtefurnitur^^ 


CANCELLED ORDERS or SLIGHT IMPERFECTIONS • EX-DISPLAY • NEW STOCK DAILY 

Images & prices shown are a representation of our constantly changing stock, actual stock may vary, please see in store for our latest clearance offers 






































14 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday February 1st, 2018 


Downsizing a high concept with low returns... 


M att 

DAMON 
has done a 
lot of things in 
cinema. He’s 
battled 

international spies 
as Jason Bourne, 
he’s fought gigantic 
monsters on the 
Great Wall of 
China, he’s been 
abandoned on 
Mars, and he’s 
been a less-than- 
intelligent 
marionette furious 
at the actions of 
Team America. 


What he hasn’t been, 
up until now, is shrunk 
down to five inches tall 
- but that is exactly 
what happens in 
Alexander Payne’s 
Downsizing. With the 
world become ever 
more congested through 
over-population, 
scientists create a way 
to shrink people down, 
so that they may live in 
new, smaller 
communities, something 
that interests Paul 
(Damon) and his wife 
Audrey (Kristen Wiig). 

Deciding to embark 
on a new chapter in 
their lives, the pair elect 
to undergo the 
procedure - and their 


lives are irrevocably 
changed, particularly 
when Paul meets 
Vietnamese dissident 
Ngoc (Hong Chau)... 

In a career that has 
seen him dissect the 
minutiae of everyday 
life, Downsizing marks 
Alexander Payne’s most 
technically ambitious 
and high-concept film 
yet. It’s also, sadly, 
something of a dull thud 
of a film, a piece of 
work that takes its 
intriguing premise and 
squanders its potential, 
veering into mawkish 
territory. 

Payne’s films have 
always dealt with 
characters 


disenfranchised with 
their lives and Paul 
Safranek is no 
exception. A man 
stagnating, ordering 
takeout from the same 
bar, being an 
occupational therapist 
having given up on his 
ambitions to be a doctor 
and living in the same 
house he was bom in, 
Paul is in need of a 
pick-me-up. 

He sees downsizing 
as being the answer to 
his problems, taking his 
wife and starting afresh 
in a world of 
opportunity. 

Unsurprisingly, 
despite what the 
advertising for 


REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE 
ACT 1918 REMEMBERED IN THE VALE 


AN exhibition of photos and news 
clippings commemorating the centenary 
of women gaining the right to vote will 
take place in three Vale libraries from 
February 3 to 17. 

The exhibition, organised by the Vale of 
Glamorgan Labour Women’s Fomm, is a record of 
the suffragettes’ campaigns and links to local events, 
such as the public meeting where leading suffragette 
Emmeline Pankhurst spoke in Barry in 1905. 

Labour Women’s Officer Sandra Perkes said: “We 


Spacious Family Caravan 

£19,995 

Sited on award winning park, Trecco Bay, 
Porthcawl. Includes 2018 site fees, insurance, 
inventory pack TV, payment options available, 
deposits from 10%. More caravans available. 

Call 01656 774370 for brochure. 


all owe a huge debt of gratitude to brave women like 
Emmeline Pankhurst, Millicent Fawcett and Emily 
Davison who fought an incredibly difficult battle. 
Without their stmggles and sacrifices we would not 
have the basic human right to a say in who governs 
us, as, before 1918, no woman, whatever her 
circumstances, status or wealth, was allowed to vote. 

“Our members were so interested to read about 
Emmeline Pankhurst’s public meeting here in Barry, 
and her spirited response to questions about whether 
women should be given the right to vote. She was 
cheered when she declared that ‘a free man could not 
be bom of a slave mother’. 

“We also see this as an opportunity to celebrate 
women who have made a difference here in the Vale, 
including Dame Dorothy Rees MP [elected Febmary 
23, 1950, but lost her seat October 24, 1951], the 
first, and so far only, female MP to represent Barry. 
We hope that everyone will enjoy our exhibitions, at 
Barry, Dinas Powys and Cowbridge libraries.” 

RF 


Leisureland (the 
community of choice 
for those downsizing) 
says, the grass isn’t 
greener. 

Matt Damon is a deft 
actor, but one who 
really doesn’t connect 
here, partly the fault of 
a performance that is 
too one-note and partly 
through the script. You 
want Paul to take that 
step, to make a 
difference but he never 
tmly does and it’d 
difficult to really fall for 
a character whose 
inability to seize the day 
is a running joke among 
his friends. 

There’s more life to 
be found in the 
supporting 
performances; 

Christoph Waltz is 
laconically fun as 
Dusan, a dealer of 
goods that aren’t 
available in Leisureland 
(such as turning one 
cigar into several 
hundred) and living 
handsomely off it, while 
the sight of Udo Kier 
disco-dancing is already 
one of the indelible 
images of the year. 

But it’s Hong Chau’s 
Ngoc who brings the 
most life to the film. 
Having been caught 
sneaking in via a TV 
box, she may lose a leg 
but she loses none of 
her conviction to do the 
right thing. Her 
relationship with Paul 
doesn’t tmly convince 
but it allows Chau more 
of the film and her 


superb performance - 
part comic relief, part 
conscience - is the best 
thing here. 

Payne’s ambition to 
make such a large-scale 
film (budgetary at least) 
is refreshing, but it 
frustrates that he 
doesn’t do more with it. 
Rather than be a central 
cog in the story, the 
premise instead acts as 
a gateway to what feels 
like a second story, 
where the misuse of the 
planet and ecological 
concerns come to the 
forefront and take away 
any momentum the film 
was building. 

It’s not that Payne’s 
voice becomes preachy 
or self-aggrandising, it’s 
just that the points he’s 
trying to make and the 
story he’s trying to tell 
could quite easily be 
told in a separate tale, 
which means that rather 
than one cohesive 
whole, you get an 
interesting set-up and 
then a flat second half. 

It’s a shame that 
Payne’s ambitions 
aren’t fully realised, as 
there’s no doubting his 
ability as a director and 
a storyteller. However, 
Downsizing is not his 
best work and feels both 
disappointing and 
frustrating in equal 
measure. 

VERDICT: A high 
concept with low 
returns, Downsizing is a 
disappointing effort 
from writer-director 
Alexander Payne. Matt 


Damon’s less-than- 
engaging central 
performance doesn’t 
help, and while there is 
some energy from the 
supporting players, 
notably Hong Chau’s 
Ngoc, the film’s dive 
into loftier concerns in 
the second half results 
in a unengaging piece 
of work. Poor. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: About Schmidt 
(2002), mother! (2017). 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


Can you give 
Skyr a a home? 

S KYRA 
is a very 
sweet 
three-year- 
old Collie 
Cross. She is 
a bright girl 
with a 

sensitive 
side, so she 
will need to 
live with an 
experienced 
owner who will allow her to adapt to her 
new environment in her own time. 

She requires plenty of exercise and mental 
stimulation to keep her busy, as she does get bored 
easily. She loves getting out and about and playing 
with her toys, which would help to shed some of her 
excess weight! 

Skyra will need a quiet, adult-only home, with 
owners who can be around for most of the day to 
help settle her in. She is best suited to being the only 
dog, and will need continued training on her social 
skills with other dogs when out on walks. 

If you would like more information on Skyra, then 
call into Dogs Trust Bridgend, CF31 4NG or call 
01656 725219, or visit www.dogstrust.org.uk. 




Ask about our Platinum easy payment plan 


/\ /N D Call us today 0800 808 3224 

UU - IIJIU \> Visit our website securahome.co.uk 


securahome 

improving homes since 1984 


(S) Showroom open 7 days at 

v Kestrel Way, Garngoch Ind Est, 
Gorseinon, Swansea, SA4 9WN 


OO 


With a state-of-the-art 3D imaging service, a 10 year insurance warranty 
and a free A-Rated glass upgrade, you can rely on the team at Securahome 

to guide you through every part of your home improvement. 


Windows 

Modern and heritage 
styles with the latest 
thermodynamic 
technologies. 


Doors 

Sturdy and 
secure, offering 
total protection 
for your home. 


Conservatories 

In UPVC, Timber or 
Aluminium, find the 
perfect living space to 
compliment your home. 


Orangeries 

Letting in maximum 
light and adding the 
wow factor to your 
property. 
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Windows I Composite Doors I Conservatories 
French & Patio Doors Bifolding Doors I Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
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ANY TIME 
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349467 

rill 'tatyrri*! • 



G2S WALES 

unit 1, York Pam. Ruail. ——f 
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www.g2sgroup.co.uk 
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A ONE STOP ENGINEERING STORE. 


t 


J THE 

engineering 

SUPERSTORE! r 


Open 6 days a week. 
Monday - Friday 
7am - 5.30pm. 
Saturday 8am - 5pm. 




I kQ 


7/1 


THE ENGINEERS AND 
TRADESMAN'S CHOICE 


FIXINGS & 
FASTENERS 

An extensive 
range of steel and | 
stainless steel 
fasteners. 


• WORKWEAR 

• COMPRESSORS 

• WORK TOOLS 

• GARDEN TOOLS 

• BARBECUES 

• GAS FIRES & REFILLS 

BRIDGEND'S 


GAS DEALER 


BOTTLED GAS AVAILABLE HERE FOR 
ALL YOUR LPG REQUIREMENTS 


UNIT 3C, NORTH ROAD, BRIDGEND IND. ESTATE, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3TP 

TEL: 01656 662449 • FAX: 01656 768375 

info@riversidehardware.co.uk • www.riversidehardware.co.uk 


wf riversidehardware 

U U& engineers supplies 

■Muaaiaiin in 111 11 111 iiiiniiiiiiaaaMM 
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The Phantom takes to the stage 





More photographs 
(by Malcolm 
Nugent) from 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive’s 
impressive school 
show, Phantom of 
the Opera, at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

A review and more 
photos can be found 
on page 7. 

LEFT: 

Megan Morris 




7 NO JOB \ 
TOO SMALL! 


Free survey 
& quote 


tvt ■■ 1 1 *i. 100s of door styles & 

1\0W lOOK Kltcnen worktopsofvariousdesigns 

m & colours to choose from! 

at apnce iJOlt ca/i cyf/o/'d/ (/l noun kitchen* needs! 

OAP Discount Available 


V4 dJI 


«^ a ,p p rr 


laced t 


all orders p 


February 


T&cs apply 


kitchen 


Before 


Kitchens 

REVIVED 


Tel: 01656 819015 
Freephone: 0800 1692 440 
Visit: www.kitchensrevived.co.uk 
Opening Times: 9am-8pm Mon-Fri 
9am-4pm Sat-Sun 


IChecka rade. 

VMm-'v • iii-. ni.r^rsl 
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OUR BIGGEST 

EVER SALE 
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THE UNEXPECTED 
HAS HAPPENED! 


/- - -\ 

374 Newport Road, 

Cardiff CF23 9AE 
Tel: 02920 49 27 27 
^ George Street Furnishers _ www.georgestreet.co.uk 

BUY MON. 10AM-7PM, TUE-FRI10AM-6PM SAT 9.30AM-6PM SUN 10.30AM-4.30PM 



Est 1951 


Now that our Great £478,000 End of 
Lease-Store Closing Sale has concluded, 
we find ourselves with remaining stock 
mat we must sell before relocating to our 

Newport Superstore! 


LAST CHANCE! FIRST COME. FIRST SERVED! 


BUOYANT SYMPHONY 
3 SEATER SOFA 
WAS £596 SALE PRICE £275 

NOW £99 


RAUCH IMPERIAL 
2 SLIDING DOOR ROBE 
WAS £795 SALE PRICE £449 

NOW £299 


KADIAN TV BED 150CM 
I WAS £2409 SALE PRICE £9991 

NOW £499 


TEXAS RECUNER 
CORNER GROUP 
WAS £2335 SALE PRICE £1667 
NOW £799 


VARIOUS BEDSIDE CHESTS 

NOW ONLY £49 


STRESSLESS LIBERTY SOFA 
OVER 70% OFF WAS £3699 
NOW £999 


I BUOYANT FAHIASA FOOT STOOL | 
WAS £329 
SALE PRICE £99 

NOW £49 


G. PLAN FLORENCE 2 SEATER 
SOFA 60% OFF WAS £1442 
NOW £575 


DINETTE PLANTEER TABLE & 
4 CHAIRS WAS £649 
SALE PRICE £279 

NOW £179 


THE DOORS WILL CLOSE IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 


Ml ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVJULAMLITY 
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p In Business Update 




Lettings agent negligence 
cases are ‘on the up’ 


N EWBOLD SOLICITORS has 
noticed an increase in claims 
brought by landlords against their 
lettings agent. 

There are now solicitors’ firms with departments 
set up entirely to handle claims for negligence 
against agents. 

Most agents are professional, and they work 
within their professional boundaries, but some (in 
the misplaced belief they are helping landlords), 
work outside of the rules governing the provision 
of legal services, for example, agents dealing with 
legal matters by corresponding on behalf of the 
landlord, providing them with legal advice and 
even some, signing court documents and attending 
court. 

By providing advice and engaging in legal 
activities, they may be breaching The Legal 
Services Act 2007 and Civil Procedure Rule 22. 

An agent may not be acting in your best interest 
regarding the management of your property 
portfolio, collecting rent and inspecting your 
properties for damage caused by the tenants. 

If you believe that your agent has been providing 


you with legal advice, then you may wish to report 
them to the Property Ombudsman, or ask our legal 
team to consider the advice and service provided 
and decide whether it may result in a negligence 
claim. 

Agents do not have insurance cover for legal 
advice and court representation, they do not have 
the legal knowledge to provide you with the best 
possible advice and get the best outcome for you. 

Even if you have signed a form of authority for 
the agent to represent you and that includes a 
lasting power of attorney, the agent is not permitted 
to sign court documents on your behalf or speak for 
you at court. 

If your agent has provided you with legal advice 
or represented you at court, then contact our team 
for a free consultation on whether you have a claim 
for negligence. We may agree to help you on a no- 
win, no-fee basis. We will have to undertake a 
conflict check to ensure we can assist you with any 
claim. 

Please speak to Lucinda Robson on 01446 
700693 or email housing@newboldsolicitors.com 
for further advice or assistance. 


<7> NewboldSolicitors 


ANOTHER YEAR AND MORE NOMINATIONS 



Catherine Hartland states: 7 am very proud of the team 
we have here at Newbolds. I believe the awards give 
credence to the fact that you do not have to work in a 
large city, with prestigous offices (charging the high 
fees that go with that), to offer clients the very best 
service. Having a branch in Barry and being local to the 
Vale makes me especially proud of our achievements’. 


The Barry office is based at 110 High Street and you 
can call their offices on 01446 700693. Their web site 
is being relaunched in March 2018 and its aim will be 
to make clients lives easier to navigate and provide 
regular legal updates. 


An expert’s 
advice could 
help to avoid 
any dispute 


B rendan 

SWEENEY, of 
David Prosser 
& Co Solicitors, 
writes: 

It is estimated that 
60 per cent of the UK 
population does not 
have a will. 

A will takes effect 
on your death, and is 
an instruction as to 
what is to happen to 
your estate. 

Probate disputes and 
challenges to wills are 
becoming a growth 
area, which often leads 
to substantial costs. 

We now live in a 
world where family 
relationships are often 
very complex, and 
expert advice regarding 
the drafting of a will is 
essential. 

A professional 
advisor can also advise 
you in relation to 
inheritance tax, and 
how you plan to 
minimise potential 
liabilities to inheritance 
tax. 

It is important that 
people are fully aware 
of their duties and 
financial 

responsibilities when 
they make a will, to 


ensure that they 
comply with the 
technicalities that are 
required to have a valid 
Will. 

The cost of a 
professionally-drafted 
will, after taking 
advice, is considerably 
less than the costs that 
can be incurred if there 
is a dispute regarding 
your financial affairs 
after your death. 

Substantial costs can 
also be saved by taking 
professional advice 
early, and putting in 
place powers of 
attorney - whereby you 
appoint trusted people 
to make decisions 
about your property 
and financial affairs 
and health and welfare, 
if you lose capacity. 

The people 
appointed are made 
fully aware of their 
rights and 
responsibilities. 


DAVID PROSSER & CO 


SOLICITORS 

Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Estate 
Disputes & Administration 

WE ARE A LOCAL, WELL 
ESTABLISHED LEGAL PRACTICE 

We will: 

Be polite and professional 

• Respond promptly to your enquiries 
Provide clear information on costs 

• Offer home visits where necessary 

Please contact Brendan Sweeney. 
Telephone 01656 645921 

E-Mail: brendansweeney@ 
davidprosser.co.uk 

3 Court Road, Bridgend CF31 1BL 

David Prosser & Co is the trading name of 
DP Law Limited. 


Looking to advertise your business in over 46,000 
newspapers AND online?Then get in touch with us - 
email sales@glamorgan-gem.co.uk or give us a call on 
01446 774484 and give your business a boost in 2018! 


Thinking of living 
together? 


W HILE 

married 
or civil 

partner couple 
families are still the 
most common, the 
number of 
cohabiting couple 
families has more 
than doubled 
between 1996 and 
2016, from 1.5 
million to 3.3 
million and the 
trend looks set to 
increase. 

The myth of the 
‘common law marriage’ 
persists, and when 
people realise there is no 
such thing, they are 
often hazy about their 
legal status, and ignorant 
about the steps they 
could, or should, take to 
protect their legal 
position. 

The combination of 
ill-informed families and 
the complexities of the 
law means that any 
future break up can be 
expensive. 

Our aim is to help 
clients understand and 
manage the long term 
financial and emotional 
consequence of 
decisions and warn them 
of potential risks and 
pitfalls. 

There are many things 
that you need to 


consider, some are 
obvious, others less so. 

With over 25 years’ 
experience in family law 
and residential 
conveyancing, Rhian 
Howells has been a 
member of the Advanced 
Family Law Panel since 
2002. She is one of the 
most experienced family 
law practitioners in 
Wales and is also a 
member of Resolution. 

Dealing with all 
family law matters, her 
extensive experience 
includes drafting pre¬ 
marital and separation 
agreements. 

Rhian’s clients value 
her practical style, and 
she has been praised for 
her tenacity in achieving 
swift and lasting 
settlements. She has a 
well-earned reputation 
for giving straight¬ 
forward advice tailored 
to her clients’ individual 
needs. 

Additionally, Rhian 
has more than 20 years’ 
experience dealing with 
residential 
conveyancing. 

For more advice, 
please call into Hopkins 
Law in Cowbridge or 
call 01446 774151; 
email enquiries® 
hopkinslawltd.com or 
see www.hopkinslawltd. 
com. 


■ ■ LAW 

hopkins 

SOLICITORS 


♦ Family law rcLdng 
OteOftfr, jIljh Olid 

0*1 Partnerohp. P* Nupv 
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ardRnarrtalClalrm 
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SUPER SALE AT SAMANTHA B! 


Dawn ‘Braves 
the Shave’ at 
Jenner Park 


I hope the new 
year is going 
well so far for 
you? 

At the moment we are 
having a huge clearance 
sale to make room for 
the new season. 

There are some 
fantastic genuine 
bargains to be had, from 
lovely Olsen jumpers 
and a few pairs of jeans 
to sparkly dresses. 

Last week we dressed 


a lady going to a special 
wedding - she looked 
gorgeous and all at a 
fraction of the original 
price. There is also a 
bargain rail with great 
pieces from £3 per piece 
for example, and the last 
remaining poppy 
jumpers, skirts and 
trousers are £5, so what 
are you waiting for? 

The new season Olsen 
is going well - Olsen and 
Bianca always offer 
wonderful transitional 



pieces in gorgeous 
colours. 

Olsen have given us 
warm pinks , lovely 
denim blue and cool 
mint designed to tone 
with all neutral colours 
lovely! 

Bianca have gorgeous 
neutral palette 


monochrome, which 
always looks stylish 
whatever the season, 
accented with pink for a 
splash of colour. Bianca 
tops are always feminine 
with a twist - call in and 
see for yourself and get 
10 per cent off with this 
advert. 


As you know we do 
lots of fashion shows, 
the first one of this 
season in Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge 
followed by Porthcawl 
and a couple in Barry 
and Bridgend - contact 
the shop for more 
details. 


Sew Lovely Makery 
and Haberdashery 


S EW LOVELY Makery 
and Haberdashery has 
now fully relocated to 13- 
15 Tennyson Road, Penarth. 

The new premises have been 
transformed into a wonderful 
spacious, inspirational sewing studio. 
It offers a comfortable relaxed 
environment for individual and group 
sewing activities and now has a fully 
stocked haberdashery, fabric shop and 
Singer stockist on site. 

The Sew Lovely Makery offers a 
variety of sewing workshops for all 
abilities, including the ever popular 
machine sewing for absolute 


beginners, dress and bag making, free 
motion embroidery and patchwork to 
name but a few. 

Visit the website for details 
www.sewlovelypenarth.com 
Most classes are delivered by 
Carol, who is a very experienced 
sewing tutor; she has a BA in textile 
design and is also a local textile artist. 

In addition, we have a dedicated 
patchwork and quilting tutor, a 
founder guild member, as well as 
occasional guest tutors to give 
workshops in their expert fields. 


Sew Lovely 
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Learn to sew in 
our fab new studio. 
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Giggles hosts ‘Grand Opening’ 


O N Saturday, 
January 27, 
local toy and 
gift shop Giggles 
had a grand 
opening to 
celebrate relocating 
to 73 High Street, 
Barry. 

The owner Jill 
Mathews told The GEM: 
“We had a wonderful 
day. Everybody was 
very complimentary 
about the shop - the 
toys, the artwork on the 
windows and my sign. 
“‘Magical’, 

‘traditional’, ‘gorgeous’ 
were some of the words 
used.” 

Jill added: “It was fab 
that lots of my Giggles’ 
friends came in to say 
‘hi’ and to wish me luck 
in my new shop.” 




Giggles had a grand opening at 73 High Street, 
Barry, last Saturday. 


Looking to advertise your business in over 
46,000 newspapers AND online?Then get in 
touch with us - email sales@glamorgan- 
gem.co.uk or give us a call on 01446 774484 
and give your business a boost in 2018! 



Dawn (to the left) with her family who were at the fundraiser 



DAWN JENKINS had her 
‘Brave the Shave’ at Jenner 
Park on January 26, in aid of 
Velindre Cancer Care. 

It was Dawn’s ‘thank you’ to the 
centre for the help the charity gave her 
father. 

Dawn explained: “My dad spent a 
considerable amount of time at the 
centre as he underwent treatment for 
prostate cancer. 

“I wanted to raise funds for the 
centre to say ‘thank you’ to those 
providing the care and to give 
something back to those that have 
suffered from this terrible disease.” 


Dawn set herself a target of £340, 
but as of Monday this week, she had 
smashed it and had raised £422, she’s 
also got more sponsorship to come in 
so the total will increase. 

Lots of friends left supportive 
messages on Dawn’s JustGiving page, 
including Stephanie who said: “Sorry I 
wasn’t there in time to cut some 
off...this is my donation that I would 
have given last night. I am so 
incredibly proud of you; you’re such 
an inspiration!” 

To support Dawn’s fundraiser, go to: 
w w w.justgi ving .com/ fundrai sing/daw 
n-jenkins4. 


Car conflagration 



A CAR was 
engulfed in flames 
on the A4232 link 
road, which runs 
from the M4 to 
Cardiff Bay. 


It caught fire on the 
stretch of road between 
junction 33 and the St 
Fagans turn-off. 

A Fire Service 
spokeswoman said: “At 
9.08am on Wednesday, 


Clarification: 

Wonderwool 


IN last week’s GEM, a letter was run 
stating that £4,500 was raised from the 
sale of knitted poppies. 

The writer has contacted the paper to clarify that 
she meant 4,500 poppies were knitted and sent, not 
£4,500. 


January 24, South Wales 
Fire Service received 
reports of a car fire on the 
link road A4232 
southbound. 

“Two appliances, one 
from Ely and another 
from Barry, attended the 
scene and used two hose 
reel jets and breathing 
apparatus. The fire was 
accidental.” 

Police officers helped 
with traffic control while 
the fire was extinguished. 

Both lanes were 
reopened by 9.40am. 

There were no reports 
of anyone being injured. 
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V Every i 
irtstallaton comes 

with a 10 year 
insurance backed 
warranty and 
FEMSA 

V Certificate / 


MASSIVE WINTER SALE 25% Off 


MPN Windows and Doors 

are award winning trusted 
FENSA installers of double 
and triple glazing, UPVC and 
aluminium, specialising in: 

• WINDOWS • DOORS 

• CONSERVATORIES 

• FRENCH DOORS 

• BIFOLD DOORS 

• PORCHES * PATIO DOORS 

• TILED CONSERVATORY ROOFS 




FREE 
YALE LOCKS 


• Windows from £400 fitted 

• Doors from £599 fitted 

• Conservatories from £4,995 fitted 

• French Doors from £995 fitted 

• Bifold doors from £1,995 fitted 

• Porches from £2,995 fitted 

• Patio Doors £950 fitted 

• Tiled conservatory roofs from £3,995 


dr 


FREE 


WINDOWS, DOORS V 




CONSERVATORIES, 


Established Family run Welsh company 
Come and visit our amazing showroom at Leckwith Road, 

Cardiff, CF11 8AP (Opposite Cardiff City Football Club) Free Parking 

CARDIFF: 02920 508770 | BRIDGEND: 01656 349515 
BARRY: 01446 439212 • MOBILE/TEXT: 07976 640959 • 

OPEN 8AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.mpnwindows.com | Email: sales@mpnwindows.com 


THIS DOOR FULLY FITTED 

£599 


Limited Time Only - 
First Come First Served 


PRICE PROMISE 


WE WIU BEAT 
ANY QUOTE 
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Vale Council celebrates another stellar 
year at the Building Excellence Awards 


THE 15th Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
Building Control 
Group Building 
Excellence awards 
were held at the 
Vale Resort, Hensol 
on January 19. 

The evening was 
attended by the Mayor, 
Cllr Janice Charles and 
her consort Alan Charles, 
the Chair of Planning 
Committee, Cllr 

Benjamin Gray, Leader 
Cllr John Thomas and 
Cabinet member for 
Regeneration and 

Planning, Cllr Jonathan 
Bird. 

The event was also 
attended by Vale 
Council’s Managing 
Director, Rob Thomas, 
along with the Building 
Control Team and the 
sponsors of the event 

Cabinet member for 
Regeneration and 

Planning, Cllr Jonathan 
Bird, said: “The 

nominations in every 
category were of the very 
highest quality and I 
congratulate all the 
winners who will now 
have the chance to 
compete against the 
winners from 13 other 
councils in south Wales 
in the South Wales 
Building Excellence 
awards 2018 at the Vale 
of Glamorgan Hotel and 
Spa Resort, on April 27. 

“I am also hopeful that 
some of these schemes 
will go forward to the 
Building Excellence 
award national finals, 
which will be held in 
London in November. 

“The awards have 
shown the quality of 
work that is being 
undertaken throughout 
the Vale and we are 
proud to be rewarding 
and encouraging quality 
in the construction 
industry. 

“Our thanks must also 
go out to the sponsors, 
who have enabled the 
event to be firmly placed 


in the annual diary: Nina 
Estate Agents, The 
Glamorgan GEM, The 
Vale Resort, ACD Skip 
and Recycling, Ivorfire 
and Jewsons, along with 
Cromar.” 

The evening also 
raised a massive £651.79 
on the night for 
children’s charities. 

The award winners 
who will go forward to 
the South Wales event 
are: 

Extension and 

alterations: S J Building 
& Property Maintenance 
for Ogney Brook House, 
Llantwit Major. Best 
change of use or 
conversion: Mr & Mrs 
Long for Ashby House, 
Maendy. Best individual 
new home: Pen Carreg, 
Bonvilston. Best social 
housing project: M & J 
Cosgrove Construction 
for Dochdwy Road, 
Llandough. Best small 
new housing 

development: W K 

Plasterers, for Sea 
Lawns, Ogmore By Sea. 
Best educational 

building: John Weaver 
Contractors for the New 
Sports Hall at Atlantic 
College, St Donats. Best 
small commercial build: 
Gordon Hadfield for On 
The Rocks, Swanbridge. 
Best partnership project: 
Varco Consultants, for 
various projects. Best site 
agent: Stephen Northam 
of Taylor Wimpey. Best 
local builder: S J 
Building & Property 
Maintenance for various 
works. 

The awards were 
presented by the Vale of 
Glamorgan Building 
Control, Charles Hunter 
and Maria Webber, also 
by Jewson manager 
Gareth Owen, national 
sponsors of the event. 

The Council wish all 
of the above schemes 
good luck in progressing 
to the national awards 
finals. CS 
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GOO© 

www.cavc.ac.uk 



Cardiff and Vbte College 
Coleg Coerdydd a'r Fro 


Open Evenings 
Nosweithiau Agored 


7th February 
7fed Chwefror 


4.30-7.30pm, City Centre Campus, Cardiff 

4.30-7.30pm, Campws Canol y Ddinas. Caerdydd 

8th February 4.30 -7.30pm, Barry Campus, Colcot Road 
8fed Chwefror 4.30-7.30pm, Campws y Barri, Heol Colcot 


21st March 
21ain Mawrth 


4.30-7pm, City Centre Campus, Cardiff 

4.30-7pm, Campws Canol y Ddinas, Caerdydd 






www.cavc.oc.uk/openeveninss 

www.cavc.ac.uk/nosonagored 
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FREEPHONE 

0800 999 2259 
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CaWerly Adjustable Bed with FREE 

Headboard 



Our engineers will 
look after you from 
quote to install 
and beyond. 

We promise never to 
sell your enquiry. 
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Heated lap Blanket 
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Scout 


B«it Scooter 
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BRIDGEND CARDIFF 

ABLEWORLD ABLEWORLD 

Bridgend Shopping Centre. Brackla Penarth Road Retail Park 

Street. Bridgend, Wales CF31 1 DD Penarth Road, Cardift, CF1 1 8EF 

Tel: (01656) 856696 Tel: (02921) 321072 

info<& ableworldbridgend.co.uk infofc’ableworldcardiff.co.uk 

Opposite Wtlko's Next to tnc Oath Store 

Further details on all our stores can be found on: www.ableworld.co.uk 


Wii* on f*rvi iru 

Uto»»IJU< 




t in —Ip <» »•< 0 0 *d>d 




— —i« a > A—CMP* 

— Iltlmit iiltllmlHVih 

MIA WiXMxoi lu eioMlnd kM 
Nilia FTtei • SaM »r II Iw * Ur B metis tf m Much Man 

fcM«a«AWai»tf|r B »»*• IB in »»•>> 

Vil Ini lit ti r<Mit tie. rntat lttn .ivadbNprM 
r« t **K It ft *W «*» Ht.t r- tf 1*» 

ftmun inm 

























26 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday February 1st, 2018 


CHOP CHOP! 

Air ambulance 
shop in need 
of volunteers 


WALES Air 

Ambulance (WAA) 
is appealing for 
volunteers in the 
Bridgend area to 
share their spare 
time at their local 
WAA shop. 

The shop on Adare 
Street in the town centre 
sells donated pre-loved 
items and relies on 
volunteers to organise 
and assist in its day-to- 
day running. 

Volunteers in the 
Wales Air Ambulance 
shop sort and sell 
donated items, to raise 
funds which keep the 
charity’s four helicopters 
flying. 

WAA relies on public 
donations to sustain the 
service and needs to raise 
£6.5 million every year. 
Each mission costs 
approximately £1,500. 

The 17 Wales Air 
Ambulance shops 

located across the 
country are a key source 
of funding for the charity. 

WAA Bridgend shop 
manager Sandra John, 
said: “As a charity, we 
rely on people kindly 
donating their time and 
funds to keep our 
helicopters flying across 
Wales. 

“By giving a couple of 


hours of your time to 
help in our shops, you 
can raise money that will 
go on to save lives. 

“In 2017 alone, our 
crews attended 83 
missions in Bridgend 
which shows how 
important the service is 
to the area. 

“Our shops play a vital 
role in raising the funds 
needed to complete our 
operations and each day 
volunteering for Wales 
Air Ambulance is 
different. Our volunteers 
have fun, and there is 
always a great 
atmosphere in our shops. 
No experience is 
necessary as we will 
provide full training. 

“Our crews are on 
standby 365 days a year 
across the country. 
Whether you can spare 
an hour or more, you can 
play a crucial role in 
helping to make a 
difference to lives across 
Wales.” 

If you would like to 
find out more or to 
volunteer, email 

volunteering® walesaira 
mbulance.com or call 
0300 0152 999. 

There is, of course, a 
staff ‘rotor’for shifts. 


EMMAUS COMPANIONS 
ARE HELPING TO BRING 
MAESTEG INTO BLOOM 


RIGHT: 

Companions helped to plant bulbs in the 
church garden. 


TWO Companions 
from Emmaus 
South Wales helped 
to bring Maesteg 
into bloom this 
week by 

volunteering with 
Maesteg’s 
Community 
Garden Project. 

Alan Pearson, chair 
of the Maesteg 
Community Garden 
Project, asked Emmaus 
South Wales to be 
involved after regularly 
visiting their shop on 
Commercial street in 
Maesteg. 

The Companions, as 
the formerly homeless 
and disadvantaged 
individuals the charity 
supports are known, 
took time out of the 
Emmaus social 
enterprise to put on 
gardening gloves and 
plant daffodil bulbs in 
the grounds of Maesteg 
Catholic Church, which 
will hopefully bloom in 
the spring. 

Alan explained why 
the garden project is so 
important for the 
community: “The 
project works with a 
range of volunteers of 


all ages and abilities 
from the local area, with 
the aim of getting 
people involved with 
gardening and getting 
Maesteg looking great. 

It really gives people a 
sense of community 
spirit.” 

Luckily, the Welsh 
weather was kind to the 
Companions and there 
was barely a cloud in 
sight. Both Companions 
enjoyed their time 
gardening and are eager 
to see the bulbs bloom. 

Emmaus South Wales 
look forward to being 
involved with garden 
project in the future and 
being a part of the 
Maesteg community. 

Maesteg Community 
Garden Project would 
like to thank Maesteg 
Town Council for 
donating the daffodil 
bulbs and Kerry, the 
Community Champion 
at Tesco in Maesteg, for 
donating refreshments 
for the Companions. 

If you would like to 
know more about 
Emmaus South Wales, 
visit the website 
www.emmaus- 
southwales.org.uk. 



Bridgend 
Quiz League 

HERE are this Pheasant Gamekeepers 
week’s teasers from 50 ’ Chatterton Shunters 

the Bridgend Quiz jhe iatest ieague tables 


League: 

1. Who or what is 
known as ‘the little 
gentleman in velvet’? 2 


from January 30 from 
the Bridgend Quiz 
League are as follows: 

Division 1: Penybont 


2. What name is Nomads 17; Tondu 

giving to the deposit that Railway Club 12; Ty 
forms on copper? Ri s ha Royals 11; Crown 

3. What activity is Maesteg 10; Five Bells A 

correctly known as 10; Mackworth Arms 10; 
‘natation’? (All answers Laleston Inn A 8. 
below) Division 2: Cabo 

The latest results for Roche 18; Laleston Inn B 
the Quiz League for 17; Chatterton Shunters 
January 29 are: TyRisha 16; Pheasant Poachers 
Royals 41, Crown 15; Pheasant 
Maesteg 44; Laleston Inn Gamekeepers 13; Prince 
A 39, Penybont FC of Wales Rebels 10; Five 
Nomads 47; Mackworth Bells B 9; Oddfellows 
Arms 47, Tondu Railway Arms 6. 


Club 44; Prince of Wales 
Coychurch 50, 

Oddfellows Arms Bettws 
28; Five Bells B 42, 
Pheasant Poachers 44; 
Cabo Roche 48, 
Laleston Inn B 39; 
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Learn new skills with the Air Cadets 


ASK any of the cadets in 
2318 (Aberkenfig) 

Squadron RAFAC what 
their favourite activities 
within the Air Cadets are 


sports, including swimming, may take them, all cadets will take 
netball, cross country running and with them self discipline and 
football, first-aid proficiency, as confidence, with personal 
well as learning radio qualities and qualifications that 
communications, hands on flying, transfer across many areas of work 
route marches, various types of and into their personal lives, 
and they’ll probably reply, target shooting and more. If you would like to find out 

“everything.” On top of this, cadets are more, come along to a Squadron 

On January 26, the squadron’s actively encouraged to undertake parade evening at Bryncethin 
annual presentation evening took the Duke of Edinburgh Award Memorial Hall, Bryncethin, 
place at the Squadron’s scheme and older cadets can Bridgend, CF32 9TA on Tuesday 
headquarters in Bryncethin undertake BTEC-based learning, or Friday evenings to find out 
Memorial Hall and awards were Not everyone may decide that more details, we meet between 
made to the cadets for their 2017 after cadet service a life in the 7pm and 9.15pm or send an e-mail 
activities and training. RAF is for them, although tooc.2318@aircadets.org. 

Certificates were given for whatever route their future career AS 



rightmove co.uk 

The UK's number one property website 


Brighter Moves 



PROPERTIES 

REQUIRED 

for Waiting 
Buyers 



£329,995 

Lion yr Ardd CF35 6EZ 

FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED PROPERTY, 
DOUBLE GARAGE, EN SUITE, VIEWING HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED 


BOVERTON 



£254,750 • Eagleswell 
Cottages CF61 1UD 

END OF TERRACE, COTTAGE 
FREEHOLD, TWO BEDROOMS 
CONSERVATORY, NO ONGOING CHAIN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR II LLANTWIT MAJOR II LLANTWIT MAJOR II LLANTWIT MAJOR 



£249 995 
Clos Ognev CF61 2SN 

DETACHED, CONSERVATORY, 
THREE BEDROOM, EN-SUITE, GARAGE, 
FULLY ENCLOSED GARDEN. 



£229 995 

Gildas Close CF61 2SL 

THREE BEDROOMS, SEMI DETACHED 
EXTENDED, GARAGE CONVERSION 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING 



£159,995 

Llys Dwynwen CF61 2UH 

TWO BEDROOMS, FREEHOLD, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, GARAGE, OFF ROAD PARKING, 
LOFT ROOM 



£159 995 

Llanmaes Rd CF61 2XF 

THREE BEDROOMS 
END OF TERRACE 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, GARDEN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


STATHAN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 







£135,000 

Berry Court CF61 2LJ 

THREE BEDROOMS, 

END OF LINK,DOWNSTAIRS WC, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZED 



£89,995 

Nut Walk CF61 1BH 

TWO BEDROOMS, DOUBLE UNIT, 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
COMBI BOILER. 


£85,000 

Drake Close CF62 4JF 

MID TERRACED PROPERTY, 
FREEHOLD, PARKING SPACE, 
THREE BEDROOM 


£80,000 

Beech Avenue CF61 1BL 

SINGLE UNIT, TWO BEDROOMS, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING, NEW BOILER, 
PARKING SPACE 


£65,000 

Nut Walk CF61 1BH 

TWO BEDROOMS, GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, 

GOOD SIZED PLOT 


£35,000 

Nut Walk CF611BL 

TWO BEDROOMS, NEW COMBI BOILER, 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
SINGLE UNIT, LEASEHOLD 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Rentals 01656 655989 www.brightermoves.co.uk* E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 





1 Pound Field, Llantwit Major, CF61 1DL. 
014 46 794 433- 

119a Wyndham House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 1 EF. 01656 655936. 
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When Porthcawl council really 
did bring home the bacon 

Porthcawl News February 1918 by Ceri Joseph of Porthcawl Museum. 


Ceri Joseph of 
Porthcawl 
Museum 
continues her 
fascination series 
on life in 
Porthcawl 100 
years ago. This 
month, she looks 
at February 1918. 
N February 
6,1918 after 
many years 
of ‘Deeds Not 
Words’ and 
helping to win a 
war, women of 30 
years who owned 
property were 
finally granted the 
right to vote. 

Naturally it would 
have been assumed that, 
before the war, it was 
the meetings, 
demonstrations and 
sacrifices by women 
that influenced the 
passing of the Act. In 
1913, Porthcawl 
women’s Suffragist 
meetings were held at 
the National School, 

Lias Road (Co-op 
today) and postboxes 
were targeted with ink. 

Yet what many 
people may not know is 
that 5.6 million men 
over 21 years were 
granted the vote that 
same day. The 1918 
Representation Act 
abolished the property 
qualification, so men 
who were non¬ 
householders finally 
attained the vote, which 
included soldiers who 
lived in barracks and 
who were fighting for 
their country. 

Actually, the vote 
was extended to men of 
19 years who were 
fighting or had fought 
in the war. The first 
General Election held 
under the new system 
took place on December 
14,1918. 

However, it was not 
until July 2, 1928 that 
all British women of 21 
years would be granted 
the same universal 
suffrage. 

In 1918 

Porthcawlians voted in 
the Aberavon 
Constituency from 
which MP Jack 
Edwards, Liberal 
Coalition, was returned 
to Parliament. 

Interestingly Mr 
Ramsay Macdonald, 
who was to become 
Britain’s First Labour 
Prime Minister in 1924, 
contested and won the 
Aberavon seat in the 



Harry Fenton 
Lambert. 


1922 election. 
Previously on March 4, 
1920 Ramsay 
Macdonald had 
addressed a crowd from 
the balcony of the 
Coliseum (Spar today) 
John Street. 

The majority of the 
news that February 
centred on the home 
front. Quite a few 
Porthcawlians were 
home on leave. 

Since the formation 
of the ‘Porthcawl Own 
Heroes Fund’ early in 
1917, while on leave 
Porthcawlians would be 
invited to arranged 
functions at various 
venues, in order to 
receive a gift from a 
proud town in 
recognition of the 
service to their country. 

In the Council 
Chamber above The 
Coliseum that month 
Mr RE Jones JP 
presented Lieutenant 
Norman Younge with a 
silver cigarette case; 
Captain Harry F 
Lambert with a silver 
tankard; Corporal 
Morgan Rowlands with 
a clock; Private Fred 
Coles with a watch, and 
a silver medal to Private 
Waldo Parry. 

Each man was also 
handed a scroll 
outlining a short 
account of his service 
record in the war, to 
date. 

“The recipients 
thanked the committee 
for their thoughtfulness 
and said that they were 
determined to ‘carry on’ 
until victory was 
assured.” The singing 
of the National Anthem 
brought the evening to a 
close. 

Incidentally, they all 
survived the war. Lt 
Younge, of ‘Wellville” 
Newton, was serving 
with the Royal Flying 
Corps over Arras in 
April 1917 when he 
suffered a severe wound 
to his leg resulting in its 



Got a story? Then get in 
touch with us - email 

editorial@glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 

or call 01446 774484 



amputation and the 
fitting of a metal 
prosthetic limb. 

On return to duty in 
February 1918 he was 
transferred to the 
Observer Corps, as a 
Flight Lieutenant. After 
the war, Lt Yonge 
moved to Kenya, 
probably on an ex- 
service man’s re¬ 
settlement scheme and 
ran a coffee farm, where 
he died in the early 
1950s. 

Captain Harry Fenton 
Lambert, of ‘Elmbank’ 
Park Street, Bridgend, 
had joined the Army 
Service Corps in 
Porthcawl in 1914 and 
had been posted to 
France in December 
1915. 

In June 1918, 

Captain Lambert was 
awarded the Military 
Cross for bravery 
against the enemy, 
during which action he 
was wounded. 

Before the war, Harry 
had established an 
estate agency with T 
Elwood Deere in 
Porthcawl called 
Lambert Deere and 
Partners, to which he 
returned after the war. 
Harry Lambert died in 
October 1930. Fenton 
Place, Porthcawl was 
named after him. 

Corporal Morgan 
Rowlands, 

N orthumberland 
Fusiliers, of Vintem 
Terrace, Porthcawl, had 
enlisted in July 1915 
and was the brother of 
boxer Billy Rowlands, 
of whom I have written 
in past issues. 

Within a month of 
returning to duty, Cpl 
Rowlands was hit in the 


face by shell splinters 
which severely affected 
his eyesight. He did not 
return to war. 

Private Waldo 
Emerson Parry, Motor 
Transport had been bom 
on July 30, 1896 in 
Wick, Glamorgan; one 
of four children to 
William and Sarah 
Parry. 

William was a 
Unitarian Minister and 
before Waldo was five 
years old, he had moved 
the family to 
Maesygraes, Newton, 
Porthcawl. In 1928 
Waldo married Mary 
Phillips and they settled 
in Porthcawl. 

At the time of his 
death in 1975 Waldo, 
who was widowed, was 
living at 22 Danygraig 
Avenue, Newton, 
Porthcawl. 

Finally, Private Fred 
Coles from the West 
Country, whose family 
had moved to Porthcawl 
a few years before the 
war, had been a regular 
in the Somerset 
Infantry. As a result he 
had served with the 
British Expeditionary 
Force, landing in 
Belgium on August 21, 
1914. In April 1916 he 
had been transferred to 
the Hampshire 
Regiment. 

During the 
presentation night in 
February 1918, Fred 
had commented that “he 
was the first 
Porthcawlian to fire a 
shot against the enemy 
and he hoped that he 
would have the honour 
of firing the last!” 
Whether he did or not is 
not known, but Fred did 
survive the war. 


As in previous 
months, the Food 
Control Committee was 
continuing to enforce 
new initiatives. This 
month the fat allowance 
was reduced from lOoz 
to 4oz a week; and with 
the agreement of local 
butchers, Wednesday 
became a meatless day. 

Also, the price of 
local sausages was fixed 
at l s /5d whereas 
Palethorpe’s sausages 
remained at 1/^ lb. 
Preparations were also 
being made to appoint a 
town food inspector to 
guarantee that all 
schemes would be 
adhered to; and all 
foodstuffs would be 
distributed equally 
among the town’s 
residents. 

Yet it was the 
decision by the 
Porthcawl Town 
Council to establish 
piggeries in the town 
that attracted a lot of 
interest. Although Lord 
Rhondda had 
introduced the idea of 
municipal piggeries in 
1917, the Board of 
Agriculture was very 
keen to establish 
municipal piggeries in 
coastal towns. 

They felt that not 
only would the meat 
quota improve but that 
food waste from coastal 
hotels in the summer 
months would help feed 
the pigs. 

In response to this 
scheme, the PTC 
invited Mr Evan Lewis 
from Llwynypia to 
speak on Llwynypia’s 
pig breeding venture. 

On hearing of its 
financial success, Mr 
George Blundell of 


r 
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Nottage Court 
expressed his delight. 

Almost immediately, 
the motion to establish 
piggeries in the town 
was passed with shares 
of 10s to be offered to 
residents. 

Although there was 
little news from the 
fronts, the German U- 
Boat attacks on British 
ships continued. Again, 
a hospital ship was 
torpedoed off Hartland 
Point in the Bristol 
Channel. U-Boat 56 
sank his Majesty’s 
Hospital Ship Glenart 
Castle. 

The ship, with 200 
crew and staff on board, 
left Newport on the 
evening of Monday, 
February 25 bound for 
Brest to pick up the 
wounded. 


At 4 am the 
following morning a 
torpedo hit the starboard 
side and the ship sank 
within seven minutes. 

There were only 38 
survivors, who were 
picked up by a French 
coaster and taken to 
Swansea. One of those 
who perished was 
Private Reuben 
Underhill from 
Newcastle Hill, 
Bridgend. 

A collier before the 
war, Reuben (20) was 
called up to the Royal 
Medical Army Corps in 
April 1917. This was 
his first voyage aboard 
a hospital ship. 

There was no 
mistaking the Glenart 
Castle as a hospital ship 
as she had the 
distinguishing red cross 


painted on her sides; 
and as night fell she 
carried the prescribed 
red and green lights. 

In every way she 
conformed to the rules 
laid down for hospital 
ships by the Geneva 
Conventions. Thus it 
was, after the war, that 
the British Government 
sought the U-Boat 
Captains responsible for 
sinking hospital ships, 
to charge them with war 
crimes. 

Kapitanleutnant 
Wilhelm Kiesewetter of 
U-Boat 56 was arrested 
and brought to the 
Tower of London. 
However, he had to be 
released as it was 
agreed that during the 
Armistice, Britain had 
no right to hold a 
detainee. 
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Hospice nurses receive awards 
after colleagues nominated them 


TWO hospice 
nurses have been 
presented with 
awards by the 
charity they work 
for, after colleagues 
nominated them. 

Faye Russell-Jones 
and Anna Crosby, who 
both work on the at the 
Marie Curie Cardiff and 
the Vale Hospice, were 
presented with the 
‘People Awards’ along 
with other Marie Curie 
colleagues and 

volunteers. 

Both began working at 
the hospice in January 
last year, Faye in her first 
job since graduating. She 
collected the ‘Young 
Person People Award’. 

“My passion for end 
of life care began on my 
first placement as a 
student at Cardiff 
University,” she said. 

“I had a fantastic 
mentor who inspired me. 
This is my first job as a 
qualified nurse and my 
dream role. 

“We can make a 
difference to people’s 
lives and can help to 
fulfil their final wishes. It 
is an incredible honour, 
and I am very proud to 
say that I am a Marie 


Curie Nurse.” 

Anna has worked in 
nursing for 15 years, and 
previously worked in the 
community with 

palliative nurses. 

She said she felt 
overwhelmed and 
humbled when she 
discovered she had won 
the Always 

Compassionate People 
Award. 

Speaking about her 
work in palliative care, 
she said: “I think it’s a 
privilege to be with 
someone at this stage of 
their life, and to provide 
an environment where 
you can give someone 
and their family the best 
death that they can 
have.” 

She describes the 
hospice in Penarth as a 
“beautiful place”, 
adding: “It can be like 
home for a patient if they 
want to die with us. 
Some people may go 
home and come back 
again. It’s such a 
supportive environ¬ 
ment.” 

Anna’s nominator 
described her as ‘kind, 
compassionate and 
inspirational’. 


Go to The GEM for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan-gem.co.uk 




Faye Russell-Jones with her ‘Young People Person’ award from 
Jane Collins, Marie Curie chief executive and Jackie Freeman, 
director of corporate services. 


Plastic tide at Ogmore 



N OT a very pretty photo but 
one that is topical at the 
moment. 

This is the field between the river 
Ewenny and River Ogmore after the 
recent high tide, combined with flood 


water from the rivers. 

This photo convinces me to use 
less plastic and ensure that the plastic 
I do use is recycled rather than 
dumped. 

Brian Fraser. 


Anna Crosby 
receives her award. 


Barrivale Bridge 

THE results for the Barrivale Bridge Club 
on January 23 are as follows. 

The top three places were: first, Mick Green and 
Denise Mottram 67.50 per cent; second, Mark 
Roderick and Jenny Vaughan 65.24 per cent; third, 
Jane Brook and Sean MacDougall 63.33 per cent. 

The handicap winners were Jane Brook and Sean 
MacDougall. 

As always, new members are welcome at the club 
and a partner can be arranged if required. If you 
would like to join us call 01446 418380 or 01446 
733425 or 01446 735592 or call in at the Pioneer 
Hall, Beryl Road, Barry on Tuesday evening at 7pm. 

While our current class for beginners continues to 
run on Friday mornings, new members wishing to 
start will be able to join the next beginner’s class 
commencing in September 2018. 

LINDA HOUSTON 


FOR SALE 

THE FORMER ST PAUL’S CHURCH AND 



• Large Church and Hall occupying a prominent and 
imposing position. 

• Popular and established residential location close to 
Barry town centre. 

• Potential for conversion or redevelopment of the 
site for residential and other uses (subject to grant 
of planning permission) 

Jeremy Rawlins 029 2064 0055 
j eremy @ rawlinsmadley.com 


r a w I i n s 
s madley 


KN1GHTS1 


ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


KNIGHTS * SALES 
01446 700222 
KNIGHTS* LETTINGS 
01446 701333 


COMMERCIAL 



• An opportunity to lease a ground floor unit benefitting from A3 use. 

• Situated on the busy west end of Holton Road. 

• Close proximity to the Waterfront development. 


Holton Road, Barry - £ 10,000 p.a. 



• A shop unit with large dry basement and ample storage situated on the main 
thoroughfare of west Holton Road. 

• Include fully fitted kitchen, ladies and gents wash facilities. 

• Gas central heating, parking for up to two cars and rear access. 


Holton Road, Barry - £ 11,500 p.a. 



• Newly refurbished small ground floor shop unit situated on upper 
Thompson Street • Comprising Reception area with steps rising to 

main shop area.Toilet facility. • Public car park nearby. 

• Rent is plus VAT.This unit may qualify for small business rate relief. 


Holton Road, Barry - £5,500 p.a. 



•An opportunity to lease a large double unit located on the busy 
thoroughfare of Broad Street in the popular west end of Barry. 

• Close to all local amenities and Barry Island. 

• Commercial unit briefly comprising; large main retail area, kitchen and W.C. 


Broad Street, Barry - £ 11,000 p.a. 



• An opportunity to lease a unit in the main thoroughfare of High Street 
in the west end of Barry due to tenant relocating. 

• Shop unit briefly comprising; shop area, kitchen, 

W.C. and basement. 


High Street, Barry - £9,500 p.a. 




• Retail unit currently used as a 
successful fruit and vegetable shop 
situated on the main busy 
thoroughfare of Holton Road, 

• Unit comprising large retail unit 
leading to two storage rooms, 
stairs leading to basement, kitchen 
and separate restrooms. 



Holton Road, Barry - £ 16,000 p.a. 


OFFERED FOR SALE Restaurant 
-1 and premises located in popular High 
Street in the West end of Barry. 

• The ground floor extends and has 
been previously used as a restaurant. 

• Garage and yard to rear. 
•Accommodation above comprising 
large lounge, kitchen/diner, large 
bedroom and bathroom. 


High Street, Barry - £220,000 


• An opportunity to lease a ground floor unit to the east end of 
Holton Road with AI and A2 use. 

• Newly refurbished. 

• Roller shutter doors. Within easy walking distance to Barry Town Centre. 


Holton Road, Barry - £5,000 p.a. 


•FOR SALE WITH PLANNING 
FROM OFFICES TO TWO 
RESIDENTIAL FLATS. 
•Traditional detached three storey 
building with gated yard to rear. 

• The property benefits from a 
total area of 1,927 sq.ft, and has 
been refurbished. 



Beryl Road, Barry - £ 179,500 


Please contact Angela Fulgoni-Williams, Head of Commercial for more information on 01446 709933 or 01446 700222 

84 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 7DX • www.knights.uk.com rics 
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Seven-per-cent solution 
for the South Wales 
Police precept likely 


THE South Wales 
Police and Crime 
Panel has agreed, 
said a 

spokesperson, “to a 
proposed increase 
in the police 
precept to maintain 
neighbourhood 
policing across 
south Wales and 
give police the 
capacity to protect 
vulnerable people 
and a series of 
major challenges 
faced by the force”. 

The rise proposed by 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner Alun 
Michael amounts to 
£15.45 per year for 
someone living in a 
Band D property, but 
most people across 
south Wales are likely 
to pay less. This is less 
than 33 pence a week 
for a band D household 
and is a seven-per-cent 
rise on the figure for the 
current year. 

Council tax payers in 
south Wales will still 
pay less that households 
in Gwent and 
significantly less than 
households in north 
Wales. 

Mr Michael said: 

“The increase is 
essential to help 
maintain the service, 
while allowing us to 
protect vulnerable 
people and continue to 
invest in the future of 
policing in south Wales. 

“Even with this new 
level of precept we will 
have to make savings - 
that is cut spending - by 
£3.5 million in the 
coming year, while 
tackling significant 
growth in demand and 
preventing crime 
through early 
intervention and 
prompt, positive action. 

“An increase of 
£12 - effectively the bar 
set by the Home 
Office - means different 
things in different areas. 
Some forces say it will 
let them significantly 
increase the number of 
police officers they 
employ while others are 
putting significant sums 
from their reserves into 
this year’s budget. 


Neither applies in our 
case - we are squeezing 
out efficiencies and 
doing more with less, 
we are performing 
extraordinarily well by 
the standards of HM 
Inspectorate, but we 
don’t have significant 
reserves and the 
increase I have 
recommended is well 
below what is needed 
for a standstill budget. 

“We have made 
tough decisions year 
after year for a number 
of years in relation to 
how we deliver our 
services. If Home 
Office ministers want to 
see increased efficiency 
and constant 
improvement, south 
Wales is the place to 
come. 

“Our effective 
forward planning, 
combined with the 
innovative way in 
which we work with 
partners to keep south 
Wales safe, is why we 
have been able to 
continue to meet our 
challenges against a 
backdrop of deep 
financial cuts. 

“We have taken a 
balanced approach to 
soften the impact on 
policing in our 
communities, while 
keeping the burden on 
the ratepayer to a 
minimum. Even with 
the seven-per-cent 
increase in the police 
precept, South Wales 
Police remains the best 
value for money police 
force in terms of the 
cost to council tax 
payers in Wales.” 

The challenges we 
have to plan for this 
year include the impact 
of inflation and a 
number of specific extra 
costs, including: 

* £2million to fund 
pay increases - the 
Government has agreed 
a two-per-cent increase 
in pay for officers and 
staff, but not provided 
the money to pay for it 
in the Police Grant. 

* £600,000 extra 
needed to maintain our 
current level of 
neighbourhood 
policing - we greatly 
appreciate the money 
provided by Welsh 
Government to employ 


an extra 206 
Community Support 
Officers, but it’s a flat 
cash grant this year so 
we need to put in 
another £600,000 to 
keep them all. 

* £1 million to pay 
the Treasury’s 
Apprenticeship Levy, 
which is an extra annual 
cost that can’t be 
avoided. 

The precept was 
approved at a meeting 
of the South Wales 
Police and Crime Panel 
in Merthyr this week. 

The panel was given 
a detailed overview of 
financial and 
operational challenges 
faced by the force and 
the steps which have 
been taken to save 
money by working 
more efficiently and 
effectively. 

Mr Michael added: 
“Despite the financial 
challenges the force has 
consistently improved 
its performance and 
service to our 
communities and is 
recognised as one of the 
best performing forces 
in England and Wales. 

“Despite the cuts, we 
have maintained 
neighbourhood policing, 
enhanced our 
commitment to working 
with partners to prevent 
crime, continued to 
invest in technology and 
responded to the 
growing operational 


Arriva 

THE future of 
Mind in the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s cafe 
at Barry Train 
Station has been 
secured thanks to a 
new deal with 
Arriva Trains 
Wales (ATW). 

The cafe has been 
based at the station for 
more than 20 years, and 
the peppercorn lease 


demands on the service. 

“Much of our success 
has been recognised by 
Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate. The level 
of victim satisfaction is 
now one of the best in 
the country and the 
engagement of our 
officers in communities 
is ranked as the best in 
the UK,” he said. 

After 2010, the 
number of police 
officers in south Wales 
was cut to 2,800 from a 
previous high of 3,400. 
The precept increase 
will allow police officer 
numbers to be 
maintained at their 
current level including 
those allocated 
specifically to dealing 
with rising demand of 
online threats and 
protecting vulnerable 
people. 

Mr Michael has 
reiterated his 
commitment to “protect 
and maintain 
neighbourhood policing, 
while at the same time 
continuing to invest in 
new technology to 
improve efficiency and 
effectiveness”. 

What do GEM readers 
think? send your 
correspondence to 
editorial @ glamor gan- 
gem.co.uk with your 
name and contact 
details. 


Trains 

agreed with ATW means 
that the charity can focus 
its spending on its core 
activities and new 
ventures. 

Caroline Chapman, 
CEO of Mind in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, said: “I’m 
delighted that this new 
lease has been agreed. 
The cafe has become an 
integral part of the 
community over the past 
two decades and gives 
people the chance to talk 
about their mental health 
while having a coffee on 
the way to work.” 

With the new lease in 
place, the cafe is 
expanding the services it 
offers. Already providing 
outside catering to 
clients including local 
schools and the Vale 
Council, it is planning to 
offer the same for 
weddings and other 
social occasions. 

The cafe, run by 
volunteers, is also home 
to an art gallery, with 
exhibitions from the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Artists that change every 
two months. There is 
also a range of 
information about 
mental health conditions 
and services available 
from Mind in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


Bridgend Bridge Club 

THE latest results for The winners on handicap were Emer 


Bridgend Bridge Club are as 
follows. 

On Wednesday, January 24: first, 
John Beard and Liam Sheridan; 
second, Norma and David Newman; 
third, Irene Thomas and Graham 
Jones. 

The winners on handicap were 
Norma and David Newman. 

On Thursday, January 25: first, Ivor 
Hicks and Stewart Norton; second, 
Rosalie Clode and Teresa Griffiths; 
third, Mike Williams and Gareth 
Jenkins. 

The winners on handicap were Ivor 
Hicks and Stewart Norton. 

On Friday, January 26: equal first, 
Marjorie Morris and Bill Turner and 
Simon and Debbie Richards; equal 
third, Emer Disley and Gareth Jenkins, 
and Vida Halford and Glyn Williams. 


Disley and Gareth Jenkins. 

Regular club nights take place on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall. Play is scheduled 
to start at 7pm, to enable a prompt 
start, it helps if players arrive at least 
10 minutes early. 

On Thursday afternoons at 2pm, 
again at Nolton Church Hall, there is a 
gentle bridge session when help is 
available with the bidding. 

All sessions are played in a friendly 
manner, visitors and new members are 
always welcome. 

Lessons for beginners are being run 
by Steve Burgoyne, contact Steve for 
further details on his number below. 

For further information about the 
lessons and any other of the club 
activities contact one of Steve 
Burgoyne 01656 661968 or David 
Newman 01656 649138. 


Mind cafe is 
on the right 
track with 


TONDU WHEELERS 
HELP OUT Y BONT 



Y BONT had a lovely visit recently from 
Karen Merrett and Emma Beames of 
Tondu Wheelers, who popped in to donate 
a cheque of £400. 


Tondu Wheelers got on their bikes and raised this 
fantastic amount by cycling around south Wales on 
their annual Rudolph Ride on December 27 last 
year; a huge thank you to everyone involved! 

MIKE SULLY 


Jam-packed diary 
for pdtissiere Alys 


WINNING a 

Vocational 
Qualification (VQ) 
Award last year was 
the start of a 
momentous 12 
months for young 
chef Alys Evans. 

Alys (19) from 
Gilfach Goch has found 
that winning the VQ 
Learner of the Year 
(Intermediate) Award has 
opened doors to a host of 
opportunities. 

She has qualified for 
the WorldSkills UK 
squad for Russia 2019 
after competing at a 
selection contest in 
Birmingham and been 
selected by the Culinary 
Association of Wales to 
compete with the Wales 
team at La Parade des 
Chefs, at the 
International Salon 
Culinaire in London, 
which runs from March 5 
to 8. 

And if that were not 
enough, Alys has started 
a new job as a pdtissiere 
(pastry chef) at the Vale 
Resort, Hensol, and 
completed her patisserie 
and confectionery studies 
at Coleg y Cymoedd. 

Just over a month into 
2018, and her diary is full 
of exciting competitions, 
specialist training 
sessions and work 
commitments. 

“Winning the VQ 
award last year was an 


amazing experience and 
it was really nice to be 
recognised for all the 
hard work that I had put 
in,” she said. 

“Putting the award on 
my CV has been a 
massive help when 
searching for jobs in the 
hospitality industry.” 

“As a result of the 
award, the Culinary 
Association of Wales 
heard about me and 
invited me to be part of 
their team, which has 
been amazing.” 

As a member of the 
WorldSkills UK squad 
she is receiving specialist 
training and hopes to be 
successful in a series of 
assessments to qualify 
for the team to compete 
in Russia in 2019. 
Training sessions in 
sugar and chocolate work 
are planned in London 
and Hull. 

“My diary for 2018 is 
jam-packed already and I 
am very grateful to the 
Vale Resort for being so 
supportive,” added Alys, 
whose ambition is to 
work in a Michelin- 
starred restaurant. 

“There is so much that 
I want to do and achieve 
in my career. 

“Winning the VQ 
award has given me a lot 
of confidence and made 
me believe that I can do 
anything that I want to 
do.” 

AS 


Downmarket fouling at 
upmarket supermarket 

F OLLOWING an evening visit to 
Waitrose in Cowbridge last Friday, 

I really didn’t expect to spend two 
hours cleaning dog excrement from my 
family’s shoes and the interior of my car. 

I hope the person who allowed their pet to foul 
two car-parking spaces at the supermarket will feel 
deeply ashamed of the mess they left behind and 
the inconvenience they caused, let alone the health 
hazard they created. 

Interestingly, I have never encountered this 
problem when parking at Aldi, Tesco, Asda, etc. 

A Roberts, Llantwit Major. 



The future looks sweet for 19-year-old 
pastry chef Alys Evans. 


A replacement 
defibrillator for 
local village 



Cath Hughes receives the new 
defibrillator on behalf of the 
village from Sharon Owen. 

LATE last year, the St Mary Church 
defibrillator was taken from the church 
and found a few weeks later in a nearby 
river. 

Last week, Sharon Owen from the charity Welsh 
Hearts was very happy to present Cath Hughes from 
the village’s Residents’ Association with a 
replacement defibrillator. 

The residents are very grateful to Welsh Hearts for 
their donation following what has been a difficult 
time for the village. 
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Call Paul Williams 


l 01446 439 306 ? 

01656 349 281 

www.onevisionltd.co.uk E 


Cardiff showroom 
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TELEELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


The GEM 

01446 774484 



LOCAL DIGITAL 
AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 



VALE CARPETS 


? comet to <fOtc 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


MIKE ANDERSON 

BUILDERS EXTRAORDINAIRE 


BUILDING & ROOFING SPECIALIST 


• Renovations 

• Slate & Roof Tiling 
•Timber Framed 

Houses 

• Bam or Loft 
Conversions 



• Conservatories 
•UPVC Windows & 

Doors 

• Wetrooms and 
all invalidity 

• Bathrooms & Showers 


Call now for a FREE estimate 

01656 771870 / 07976 720368 

Email: MAbuilders2015@outlook.com 


S. C IT Miams/ ^uildinq/ Svwicea 


All aspects of building, roofing, fencing, painting, 
patios, lead work, guttering, facia boards, chimney 
stacks, dorma conversions and much more! 

01446 774824, 07762452451 orsopwil263521@hotmail.com 


Call, Text or Email today for reliable and high quality services! 


DiiuJayer looking for work 

20 years experience. No job too small. 
Garden walls, extensions, patios, conservatory 
base, all building work considered. 

All work guaranteed. 

Tel: 07896 335165. 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


CHIMNEY SWEEP 

• Chrrrwy ini wr o cnu I 

• BMoumnMomNNIkI m 

• ir ranfi«le» m 

• H{T4fi 6 MACS 

Call 01446 771567 


Fast, reliable computer repairs 
Home or Business. 

Bring to us or onsite service. " r T ^TT| 

Virus problems, data recovery, 

Internet issues etc. unit 37a, 

Covering the Vale and Vale Business Park, 

surrounding areas. Llandow, CF71 7PF. 


TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 


Tel 01446 333330 


www.hdcs.co.uk 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL 
YOUR DAMP 
PROBLEMS 

07970 642537 

www.banyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 




The CU 01446 774484 


STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 

01446 489368 


, * HETAS 

{Jear.Sooty ^ USSt 
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MEUS 

19033 

17238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

| googleme@guildofmastersweeps | 


Install a Stove E32 

Log burners, chimneys, external flues. 
HETAS registered, chimney sweep 
Solid fuel specialist/installer 
Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan 
alex.chopper@hotmail.co.uk 07723565047 


Purpose Made Home Improvements 

UPVC WINDOWS 
COMPOSITE FRONT DOORS 
ROOF TRIM & CONSERVATORIES 

FREE 'TRIPLE GLAZING UPGRADE' 
ON ALL ORDERS IN FEBRUARY 

Freephone 0800 4101602 


To advertise your business on Don't Do It Yourself, 
please call Jess Flanigan on 01446 774484 
jess.flanigan@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
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GD Windows 

Doors, Conservatories, 
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering 
all at competitive prices 


For your free no 


service also available 




Gareth on 07828 845954 | 
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Vale Cleaning Services Offer 
Window Cleaning, Jet 
Washing, Gutter Cleaning 
and Clearance 
Conservatories Valeted, 
External Painting. 


E5E3 Painter & Decorator 

a name you can trust 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

il^end Calls VVe^jgg 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurleypd@googlemail.com 


T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 
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TRUE 

CO OURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

. City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 

email: truecoloursdecoratorsl 


D&D Decorators 

Inexpensive 
decorating 
We offer la 
competitive rates 
Call for a free quote 

07596 279207 



A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


CA Jones Electrical Services t — 

• Specialising in all types of electrical heating. 

• Registered to Install Dimplex heaters. 

• Upgrade your old fuse board to a modern MCB 
board from £150. 

• Installing, test & maintaining electrical systems. 

• Keeping standards high & our prices low. 

07889338088 / 01656 864001 

Email: cajoneselectrical@gmail.com 


01446771655 
07885 347642 
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Approved Contractor 


■Electrical | 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 

07891 965150 
01446 736025 


M 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 




ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Andrew Allen 

Gas & Plumbing Limited 


A family run business for your family needs! 

Installation, Servicing & Breakdowns 
on all Gas Appliances. 

All Fires & Fire Surrounds installed. 
Gas Boiler Service from £50. 

Call: 

- 07891348113 
07740518131 

Find us on Facebook 

All major credit cards accepted H XI I 
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CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 


ALL WORK IS TO THE LATEST 
BRITISH STANDARDS BS-3998-2010 

Call for all your Tree, Hedge and Shrub needs 

For a completely free no obligation quote 

• 2 million pounds Public Liability Insurance 

• All credentials happily produced on request 

• All waste generated removed within quotations 


SEASONED HARD WOOD LOGS FOR SALE £801 CUBIC M 3 LOOSE 


Free local delivery 

wnhfh" Cal1 Dion anytime 

advert 


WE WILL 

with this “ F,w " . . . BEAT ANY 

on 01446 728197 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Arborwood Tree Care 

•Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 


. ...i. . 1 


Cowbridge&Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


James Neilson 
Fencing, Decking 
& Landscaping 
Services 

All aspects of Fencing and 
Decking undertaken. 

No hard sales just a chance 
to quote. Free quotation. 



Garden Services including 
•Fencing and Turfing 

• Garden Clearance 

• All Tree Work 

Will beat any 
genuine quote 

1 Call 01446 625 696 or 07710 242 013 | 



NEE] A TREE SURGEON? 

All tree work undertaken 
cSdi Pully Insured w 
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TIL 01656 646017 MOB: 07813869615 
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• Specialist Garage Door 
repair Service 

• Same Day & Next 

Day Service 

• Garage Doors Parts 
Supplied/Installed 

• Emergency Call Out 

• All Types of Garage 

Doors Fixed 


iMtmmc**** m 
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All aspects of 
General Maintenance, 
Decorating etc 

07975 619089 



T*h 01446 779602 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

In the Vale serving the Vale 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 20 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Advertisers please note: 
to appear in the following week's edition. 
Telephone 01446 774484. 
email: jessica.f1anigan@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
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I Is your roof space . . 

1 a waste of space? Af* A’ v 

1 Loft ladders supplied 

& fitted from only £184 

• Loft boarding - 

for a safe storage area 

• Hatch enlargements - too sma 

• New access points cut 

• Loft insulation - top up to curt 
Call Dave or Matt on 02921 971 
Web: atticattack.net daveatticks 

10% DISCOUNT 
on all advertised 
prices with this ad 

.11 to get in? 

■ent regs 

871 or 07786 033810 

ittack@googlemail.com 



GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 



S.M.Vaughan 




HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230“ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


mint 




CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

• PLUMBING • CARPENTRY • TILING 
• FLOORING • PAINTING • DRY WALL LINING 
• PLASTERING AND MUCH MORE 
ALL REALISTIC QUOTES BEATEN 

07870568388 / daviddew72@gmail.com 


ptUmOtfiC) 

• NO call out charge 
• Flexible hours 
• No job too small 
• Bathroom 
and Tiling 


Call Dave on 

Tel: 01446 413971 

Mob: 07792 639909 


Q 

Chris Davies^ 

Plumbing & Heating 

Gas Boiler Installations 
Unvented Cylinders 
Full Heating & Bathroom 
Installations 

’Boiler Breakdown Repairs 


11 


V07723024765y 
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jW Bathrooms 


• Plumbing ‘Tiling 

• Plastering • Wet Rooms 

Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


Visit 

The GEM 
online 
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1 Sharon 


Professional 
. experienced 
°z mobile stylist 


% 



specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 


We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 
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ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintenance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



BERRIDGE ROOFING 
& MAINTENANCE 

• Roofing & rubber flat 
roofing specialists 
•All Leadwork, repointing 
& roof repairs • Guttering, 
soffits & fascia boards 
07894 353313/01446402692 


The GEM 

01446 

774484 


(I Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
All work considered 
Any Place - Any Time 

07944 743932 


....CALL A 
PROFESSIONAL 
FROM OURA-Z 
LIST! 


Tiling by Tanya 

* All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

* Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 

* Friendly, professional service 

* No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist ^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


ATLANTIC 

SELF STORAGE 


Self Storage Containers & 
Lock-Ups sited in Barry 
Manned 7 days a week 
giving you 7 days access 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813 134123 




CHEAP CARAVAN 

FOR SUE 

Sea views, right on the beach 
at Pennine Sands. 

Quiet Garmarthernshire Park, 

Open 316 Days a Year. Fully Fitted, 

All bills Paid for 2018, 3 Bedroom. 

REDUCED for Quick Sale 

Call Mike on 01994 453 801 




Barry 
£ House 
Clearance 

We offer a fast reliable 
service clearing: 


Houses Attics 
Garages Outbuildings 
Garden Waste 

Household items bought & 
sold. No job too large or small. 
Established over 25 years. For 
free no obligation estimate call: 

Alan - 07950 278284 
Steve - 07500 041690 


www.barry-house-clearance.co.uk 


OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 



FRAZER METALS 

Wanted for cash in all areas... 

Cars, Vans, Lorries, 
Quads & Camper Vans. 

Guaranteed Top Prices Paid for all 
Vehicles in ANY Condition with or without 
MOT, including MOT failures & Non runners 

Please call anytime up until 10:30pm. 

Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


WANTED 


Camper Van/Caravan 

Any age, any condition, including an 
unfinished project with/without MOT. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


FIREWOOD 

Seasoned & Kiln Dried 

Call 01446 771567 
lor bulk winter deals 


G&S 

AUTOS 


WANTED 

Scrap Cars 
Cash Waiting 

Tel 01656 661614 
07773 358709 


lopstak 



WANTED DEAD OR 
ALIVE CARS & VANS 

Runners/non runners 
MOT failures 
Accident Damaged 
Anything considered 

MIN £75 PAID 

For a fast & 
friendly service 

Please call 

07542 196669 




Logs for Sale 


Kiln Dried Ash 

Large Bag (0.9m 3 ) £110 
Small Bag (0.02m 3 ) £6 

or 4 for £20. 

Delivery available. 

Unit 54, Vale Business PK, Llandow CF71 9PF. 

01446 771999. www.randt.co.uk 




Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 46,000 
homes from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



r Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

Over 25 years experience 


Antique or modem 
furniture, conservatory 
furniture, dining furniture. 

can 01656 724005 or 
01656 720722 > 




Simple Cremation 

£1295 inrAiun 

i\G ,Srr> « r A /Vo / ‘*xw 

01446 364101 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 



Immediate payment of up to £10,000 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility Rgjgjgj 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 


MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 


Best prices paid for copper / Lead, 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, 
Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


• All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvage.com Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 
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The Vale Funeral Service 

7 Our family serving your family 7 




Established and family-run I 




Traditional/Bespoke Funerals 
Private Chapel of Rest 
Prepaid Funeral Plans 


Horse-Drawn Carriages, Motorcycle Hearse & others available. 

Reliable & Professional * Always here for you 


Funerals can be arranged in the 
comfort of your own home. 
Independent 24 hour service. 


w w w. valefuneralservice .co .uk 


01446 407962 

181 Court Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, CF63 1 EX 




Penarth Funeral Directors 

Hickman Road Funeral Home 

AVERAGE COSTS INCLUDE: 

Coffin, Hearse, Limousine, Robe, 
Bearers, Grave or Cremation, 
Church, Minister & Doctor’s Fees 

No charge for services not required 
Cremation - Thornhill £3,275 
Cremation - Barry £3,450 
Burial - Penarth £3,350 

02920 703581 


Supporting local charities with monthly donations 



Robert D Johnson 




Cert FP 


K 


Independent Funeral Director 

Family owned and run 


The “Simple” Funeral - £2500 

• Cremation & Service Fees at VOGC 

• Doctors Fees For Cremation Paperwork 

• Ministers Fee • Hearse • Coffin & Gown 

• Use of Private Chapel of Rest 
Price Adjustment for Burials 

Perfect Choice Funeral Plans from £2830 (Based On A Cremation) 


29 Holton Rd, Barry CF63 4HA 

Tel 01446 733844 

_ Email rjfunerals@gmail.com 
www.robertdj ohnsonfuneralservices. co.uk I 
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HILL 

Sydney George 

Peacefully on the 28th December after a short 
illness at the University Hospital of Wales, Syd, 
aged 93 years, passed away. Husband to the late 
Vera, father to Brian and Raymond. 

He will be missed by all his family and friends. 
Resting at W.A. Brown Funeralcare, Llantwit Major 
until the service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Monday, 12th February at 12 noon. 

In lieu of flowers, donations if wished, for MIND 
(cheques only please) may be sent to the 
funeral home. 


CORRIGAN 


Brian 


Sadly passed away on 9th January 2018 at the 
University Hospital of Wales. Much loved dad, 
bampy, brother and uncle. 

Brian will be sadly missed by all his family 
and friends. 

Funeral service to take place at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
crematorium. Port Road, Barry on Friday, 2nd February 
at 4pm. Donations for a memorial bench, in lieu of 
flowers, will be greatly received by Brian’s family, 
these can be made at the service or at the Bassett pub 
afterwards. Resting at Robert D. Johnson Funeral 
Directors, 29 Holton Road, Barry. 


BAKER 

Gwendoline 

Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 20th 
January 2018, aged 87. Wife of the late Roy 
Leonard Baker. Mother of Lynda, Helen, Peter 
and the late Paul Baker. Mother-in-law to 
Gordon, Phil, Julie and Annette. Grandmother 
of five and great grandmother of eight. 
Gwen will be missed by all her family and friends. 
The funeral will take place at The Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry 
on Wednesday, 7th February at 12 noon. 
Post-funeral reception at Wenvoe Golf Club. 
Family flowers only. Donations, if so desired, 
can be made at the service or to The British Heart 
Foundation c/o Park Funerals, 7 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB. 

The family would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all staff at Caremark (Cardiff) and her 
neighbours for their care, especially over the last 
few months. 


BECK 

William (Billy) 

Sadly at Barry Hospital on 20th January 
2018, my dad fell asleep peacefully for the 
last time. Forever in our hearts Mark, Mandy 
and loving grandsons Sam and Owain. 

Resting at Robert D. Johnson Funeral Home, Barry. 
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W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


HIGNELL 

Stuart Charles 

Peacefully after a short illness at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, Stuart, beloved 
husband of Jean, much loved father to Colin, 
Stuart and Martin. Father-in-law to Becca and 
Lee, loving granddad to all his grandchildren. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W. James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday, 5th February, 
service and cremation 2.45pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations if desired, to Motor Neurone Disease 
Association c/o the funeral director. 


ANDREWS 

Jane Barbara (NeeViveash) 

Suddenly on 21st January at UHW Cardiff, 
Jane, aged 59 years of Cadoxton, Councillor 
and former Mayor of Barry Town Council. 
Loved daughter of Margaret and the late 
Jim, will be greatly missed by all her family 
and friends. 

Resting at Penarth Funeral Directors, Hickman 
Road Funeral Home until the service at Thornhill 
Crematorium (Briwnant Chapel) on Monday, 12th 
January at 12 noon. No flowers, donations for. The 
Cats Protection League may be received on the day. 


UPHILL 

Samuel Christian Philip 
Edward (Sam Harrison) 

Peacefully passed away, surrounded by his family 
at the UHW on the 8th January 2018.21 years 
of age of Barry. Beloved son of Samantha and 
Christian, brother of Gemma and Jordan, adored 
grandson, uncle, nephew, cousin and friend. 
Sami will be greatly missed by 
his family and friends. 

Resting at Robert D. Johnson until the service on 
Wednesday, 7th February 3pm at the Memorial Hall, 
followed by a committal at Barry Crematorium for 
close family and friends. Family flowers only. Special 
thanks to Louisa Jacques, the paramedics and staff at 
Critical Care at the UHW and all friends, family and 
well wishers who have helped us at this tragic time. 


WILSON 


Ray 


Ray, aged 90 years, of Llantwit Major, 
passed away on 22nd January in the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend. Former Chairman of 
Llantwit Major Amateur Boxing Club, and 
former President of Llantwit Major Lions. 
Beloved husband of Kay, a dearly loved dad, 
grandad and great grandad. 

He will be greatly missed by his 
loving family and friends. 

Resting at W.A. Brown Funeralcare, Llantwit 
Major until the service in St Illtud’s Church on 
Friday, 9th February at 1pm afterwards to Boverton 
Cemetery. Family flowers only please, if wished 
donations for Llantwit Major Amateur Boxing 
Club, may be forwarded to the funeral home. 


NICHOLLS 

Anthony 

Tony (former chef of Chandlers, Penarth), sadly 
passed away on 14 January at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, aged 64 years. 
Beloved husband of Jane, brother to the late 
Michael, much loved brother-in-law to Irene. 
Uncle to Robert and Marc. Loved by Jane’s 
family, brother-in-law to Ray and the late Roger. 
Uncle to Soraya, Rachel, Sharon and Anne. 
Tony will be greatly missed by all his family and 
friends, former work colleagues and customers. 
Resting at J.R. & M.F David, Ewenny Road, 

St Brides Major. The funeral will be held on 
Monday, 12 February at 1.15pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium. Family flowers only, donations in 
lieu, if desired to Y Bwthyn Newydd (where Tony 
passed away). Palliative Care Unit, Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Coity Road, Bridgend, CF31 IRQ. 


THOMAS 

Gareth Richard 

Suddenly on 10 January at home, Gareth 
Richard, aged 74 years of Gwenog Court 
previously of Sycamore Crescent, Barry. Beloved 
husband of the late Sue. Dearly loved father of 
Claire. Loving brother of Marilyn and Judith. 
Gareth will be sadly missed by all of 
his family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams Funeralcare, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until the funeral on Wednesday, 

7 February. Service in the chapel at 2pm, followed 
by cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Port Road East, Barry. Family flowers only. If 
desired, donations may be handed to the funeral 
director after the funeral for Ty-Hafan Childrens 
Hospice in Wales. 


GUTHRIE 

Yvonne (Nee Rees) 

Malcolm, Deborah and Susan would like to 
thank all the people who sent sympathy cards 
and attended her funeral at St Illtyd’s Church, 
Llantwit Major and the Barry Crematorium, 
we were overwhelmed by the support and 
love shown for Yvonne. 

Special mention to Rev. Rhian Prime and the funeral 
services of W. James and Sons of Fonmon, who 
helped us through these sad times. Beautiful family 
flowers from the Bay Tree, Cowbridge, also thanks 
to the caterer Mark at Brynhill Golf Club for the 
excellent food. Special thanks to the people who 
attended from San Diego, USA, Scotland, Havant, 
Milford Haven, Newport and Port Talbot. 

Also thanks to the nursing staff on the E6 ward, 
Llandough Hospital who looked after Yvonne, 
and all the individual donations sent to the 
Alzheimer’s Society. 


DEAVES 

Gordon Eric 


Peacefully at the Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Gordon, much loved husband of Patricia, loving 
father of Jennifer, Suzanne and the late Gordon 
Eric Jnr. Father-in-law to Trevor and 
Hugh. Fond grandfather of Rebecca, Natalie 
and Louise. 

He will be sadly missed by all. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium 
on Thursday, 8 February at 12 noon. Family 
flowers only, donations in lieu, to a charity 
of your choice. 






Ann Marion Wright 


On the 1st February 2017, Ann, slipped away into 
that ‘House with many Rooms’. Never a day passes, 
without thinking about the ways in which she 
brought caring love into the lives of those blessed by 
her unique presence. Ann remains deeply loved and 
greatly missed, by all who were privileged to know 
her. May you rest in peace, in God’s eternal love. 

Roy Wright and Family. 


W James & Sons 

FONMON, Rhoose, CF62 3BJ Tel 01446 710096 

Serving Barry & The Vale of Glamorgan 

ESTABLISHED 1860 

• Over 150 years of continuous family service 

• Personal attention at all times 
• 24 hour Service 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Service for all Denominations 

• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
(Written details on request) 



TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

SITUATIONS 
VACANT, 
FAMILY NOTICES, 
BIRTHDAYS, 
ANNIVERSARIES, ETC 
Call Sue on 
01446 774484 
email: sales 
@glamorgan- 
gem.co.uk 


In Loving Memory of 
Pauline Sivyer 

Died peacefully 5/2/17 
My beautiful wife, we met almost 60 years ago 
when you were only 15 and I was 18. 
From the moment we met I knew that we were 
right for each other. Now I miss you every day, 
the sun still shines, birds still sing, the flowers 
bloom but life is not the same without you. 
You are adored by Nina, Nicola, Ian, 
David, grandchildren Emma, Steven, Lee, 
Francesca, Shannon, Jack and great 
grandchildren Tyler, Joshua and Chloe. 

All my love, now and always. 

God bless you my darling. 

Gordon xxx 


NORTHWAY 

William Job 

Loving memories of darling Bill. 

4th February - four sad long years without you. 

I miss and think of you every day. 

So sadly missed by me and all the family. 
Good night. All my love Eun xx 



Birthday 

< \a/ia ( c /o/iC'S' \ 

6 February 

With love from Michael, Susan, 



Robert & Anne 

FRANCIS 

Congratulations to a very 
special couple on your 


‘£/iufay ’ 7 / {’i/i/ifiy 

< (nnioe/'.saaij 

on 4th February 2018 




With much love from Mum , 
Nathan, Hannah & children, 
Trsitan, Ning & children, Aaron 
& Julia, Jotham & Helene xxx 


Crosslands Kennels Require 

Kennel Assistant 8am - 6.30pm 
on am/pm/split shifts Monday - Sunday. 
Weekend Kennel Assistant. Split shifts Saturday 
& Sunday. Also, school holiday cover. 

Own transport essential for both vacancies. 
Please email CV to Crosslandskennels@hotmail.co.uk 
or for further information please ring 01446 793103. 


Cowbridge and 
the Vale Memorials 

Independent, family 
run business. 

New Memorials 
Additional Inscriptions 
Renovations 

Office at The Limes open 
^Tuesday to Friday between 
10am and 4pm 

01446 776823 

"cowbridge valememorials @ gmail .com 

The Workshop, The Limes, Cowbridge, CF71 7BJ 

cowbridgeandthevalememorials.wales 





job-today 

%nd*Q >w perfect p<wt * 
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HANDSOME ONE YEAR OLD 
TRI COLOUR BEAGLE 

Available for breeding. 

Vale of Glamorgan area. 

07710 549958 


Puppy for Sale 

Beautiful liver and white 
English Springer Spaniel. 
Female puppy - 9 weeks old. 

£500 

Microchipped, first jab and wormed. 
Contact Caroline on 07976 557469. 




Watch Found 


Ladies vintage 
sovereign 9ct gold 
watch found in Asda 
(Barry) car park. 
Roughly in November. 
The watch is engraved 
with a personal 
message on the inside 
of the clasp. Also has 2 
gold charms attached. 
07538 094507 



FOR SALE 
Pyke Street, 
BARRY 

4 bed house, freehold 

£158,000 

Interested? Please call 

07882 398512 



LABRADOR 

WANTED 

Blonde Labrador Male Pup 
Up to six months old 
Must have paperwork 
Secure gardens next to open fields 

TELEPHONE OR FAX 
01446 793250 



Wish your 
loved one a 
happy 

Valentine's Day 
with a special 
message - 

call 0144( 
or 

email 

glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk. 



ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. For Motors - £24 inc. 
VAT for 2 weeks. To take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate amount made payable to 
The Glamorgan GEM’ at The GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a residential 
land line telephone number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


HEAVY 

SECURITY 

GATE 

£120 

01446 796653 


Acorn 

Slimline Stairlift 

for straight stairs. 
Price includes fitting 
by trained engineer. 

£500 

01446711739. 


Acorn 

Stairlift Straight 

7 Months old. As new. 

Reasonable 
offers considered 

07528 238872 




THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / Datblygu a 

allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2018/00033/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Proposed erection of detached two storey dwelling 

on Land at Porth y Green 

Location:/Lleoliad: Vacant land, Porth y Green, Castle Hill Road, 

Llanblethian, Cowbridge 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth Llanblethian 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2017/01335/LBC 

Proposak/Cynnig: Installation of through floor lift to benefit 

disabled person 

Location:/Lleoliad: Penarth Yacht Club, Esplanade. Penarth 

Listed Building:/Adeilad Rhestredig Grade II 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2018/00017/LBC 

Proposak/Cynnig: Non-illuminated descriptor text mounted onto 5mm 

clear acrylic panel 

Location:/Lleoliad: 27, High Street, Cowbridge 

Listed Building:/Adeilad Rhestredig Grade II 


Application(s) of General Interest / Ceisiadau o 

Ddiddordeb Cvffredinol 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2017/01333/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: 

The provision of an amended functions area within 
the outer courtyard, development to the north of the 
castle to provide a new restaurant, bar and servicing 
facilities, along with hard and soft landscaping. 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Hensol Castle, Hensol Castle Park, Hensol 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2017/01356/RES 

Proposak/Cynnig: 

Construction of new District Centre comprising of 57 
residential apartments, 1,885sq.m food & drink use 
(A3), 390sq.m flexible commercial use (D1/D2/A3), 
together with associated infrastructure works, 
parking and landscaping 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Land at Barry Waterfront, Barry 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 1 February, 2018 
V. L. Robinson 
Operational Manager, 

Regeneration and Planning, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, - — _— .— 

Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT Hi 



LICENSING ACT 2003 

Section 17 (5) 

Notice of Application for a 
Premises Licence 
NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT 

An application has been 
made to Bridgend County 
Borough Council (the 
Licensing Authority) for a 
PREMISES LICENCE To 
permit licensable activities 
which it is proposed will be 
carried on, on or from the 
premises shown below. 

Details of the application may 
be inspected between the 
hours of: Monday to 
Thursday 0830 to 1700 hours 
and Friday 0830 to 1630 
hours at Civic Offices, Angel 
Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB 
or by visiting the authority’s 
website: 

www. bridgend. gov. u k. 

Any responsible authority or 
any other person may make 
representations in respect of 
the application, which must be 
submitted, in writing, to the 
following address before the 
date shown below: 

Licensing Section, Bridgend 
County Borough Council, 

Civic Offices, Angel Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 4WB. 

NAME OF APPLICANT: 

Tayst Ltd 

NAME AND POSTAL 
ADDRESS OF THE 
PREMISES: 3 The Old 
Bridge, Bridgend, CF31 1JH 
STATEMENT OF INTENDED 
LICENSABLE ACTIVITIES: 

(1) Supply of alcohol 
through a retail shop and 
mini bar. Monday - Sunday 
9:00 - 22.00 
DATE BY WHICH 
REPRSENTATIONS MUST 
BE MADE: 

This notice remains in force 
from and including the day 
after the giving of this notice 
to the licensing authority, 
namely 20, for 28 
consecutive days. 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
an application. The maximum 
fine on summary conviction is 
£5,000. 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Rockwool UK LTD of 
Pencoed, Bridgend, 
CF35 6NY is applying 
for a licence to use 
Rockwool UK LTD, 
Pencoed, Bridgend, 
CF35 6NY as an 
operating centre for 1 
goods vehicles and 0 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at 
the same time send a 
copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 


Visit 

The GEM 

online 

for the latest stories 
and breaking news... 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

SITUATIONS VACANT, 
FAMILY NOTICES, 
BIRTHDAYS, 
ANNIVERSARIES, ETC 
Call Sue on 01446 774484 
email: 

sales@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Netballers are 
double Welsh 
champions! 



THE Cardiff & Vale under-16 
netball squad competed at the 
Welsh under-16 Inter-Counties 
Championships on Saturday, 
January 20. 

The squad of 28 players were 
selected in September from over 150 
girls from all the secondary schools in 
Cardiff & Vale. 

The squads were split into the A 
team tournament and the B team 
tournament. The A squad had one of 
the hardest matches to start against a 
talented NE side but kept their 
composure to secure the win. 

The girls set their mark for the 
tournament and were formidable 
beating ANT and GV, both strong 
counties, pulling on all their 
experience and mental toughness to 
secure these victories, and play some 
outstanding netball to secure the Welsh 
title. 

The B squad were incredible all day 
and won all their matches by some 
margin and showed excellent 
composure under pressure to become 
well deserved Welsh champions. All 
the secondary schools should be 
extremely proud of these netballers 


and what they have achieved. 

A squad: Malkia Beadle (c), St 
Teilos; Abbie Paterson (vc), Corpus 
Christi; Grace Connolly, Ysgol Bro 
Ederyn; Mabli Evans, Ysgol Bro 
Ederyn; Niamh Sultana, Stanwell; 
Georgia Hellerman, St Richard Gwyn; 
Elen Jones, Ysgol Glantaf; Macy 
Morgan, Ysgol Glantaf; Elli Beddall, 
Cardiff High School; Alyssa Colderley, 
Stanwell; Lowri Clarke, Ysgol Bro 
Ederyn; Catrin Roy, Cowbridge; 
Ophelia Scott, Stanwell. 

B squad: Gwenno Manley (c), Ysgol 
Glantaf; Jessica Richards-Clode (vc), 
Ysgol Bro Ederyn; Thea Mycroft, 
Cardiff High School; Macy White, St 
Cyres; Hannah Jones, Ysgol Glantaft; 
Nia Davies, Ysgol Glantaf; Maisy 
Gibbs, Stanwell; Olivia Tyso, 
Stanwell; Ella Forsyth, Bryn Hafren; 
Catrin Mackie, Ysgol Glantaf; Tanisha 
Griffiths, Ysgol Bro Ederyn; Hannah 
Williams, Stanwell; Abbie Price, 
Llantwit Major; Alexa Browning, 
Cowbridge; Beth Edwards, 
Cowbridge. 

Coaches: Melanie Hellerman, 
Corpus Christi; Melissa Hunter, 
Stanwell. 

MH 


LOOKING BACK 
WITH BRIAN LEE 


WHEN the first 
ever handicap 
hunter chase - the 
£8,739 JC Milton 
Contractors 
Hunters’ Chase - 
was staged at 
Newton Abbot in 
2000, Welsh riders 
took the first three 
places. 

The race was won in 
good style by Bullens 
Bay, who, partnered by 
the Vale’s Fiona Wilson, 
a 23 year-old student 
studying sports science, 
waited until the last fence 
to pass the fancied King 
Torus. 

The 11-year-old, 
which had started at odds 
of 16-1, rewarded his tote 
backers with a dividend 
of £44.80 to a £1 stake. 


Bullens Bay, a former 
inmate of National Hunt 
trainer Bernard 

Llewellyn’s Bargoed 
yard, was qualified with 
the Ystrad Hunt and was 
owned and trained by 
Pontypridd’s John 
Milton, who had paid 
1,100 guineas for him a 
couple of seasons earlier. 

The runner-up, King 
Torus, was ridden by 
west Wales’ Jamie Jukes, 
the 1996 national point- 
to-point riders' 


champion, and the third 
horse home, Mr Dow 
Jones, was partnered by 
Ogmore-by-Sea’s 
Christian Williams, who 
was to go on to be a 
successful National Hunt 
jockey and who is now 
making a name for 
himself as a National 
Hunt trainer. 

A certain Tom 
Scudamore finished in 
12th and last place on 
Desert Calm. 

BRIAN LEE 


Got a sports story? 
Then get in touch 
with us - email 

sport@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
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COACHES’ CONTRACTS EXTENDED 
AT LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC 


Thursday February 1st, 2018 


Understanding 
brake disc 
skimming... 


E N 
>u’re told 
lat your 
brake discs need 
replacing because 
they’re ‘lipped’ or 
have ‘run-out’ you 
could be saving 
money and 

resurfacing your 
existing discs. 

Brake discs only need 
replacing if they’re at the 
minimum thickness or if 
they’ve suffered heat 
damage. 

Disc brakes guarantee 
the ultimate in brake 
deceleration, but the 
balancing is more vital 
than you might have 
realised. For optimum 
braking efficiency the 
brake pads and discs 
must be completely flat 
and parallel. The friction 
between pads and discs 
understandably produces 
significant heat, wearing 
the surfaces each time 
the brakes are used. 

The pads inevitably 
wear out before the discs 
(most disc sets will last 
for two sets of pads) and 
when a new set of pads 
are installed the disc 
surface will not be 
completely flat and 
suited to the new pads. 
Wear defects and 
imbalances cause 

unwanted symptoms. 

‘Brake disc run-out’ is 
when the brake discs are 
oscillating, the discs are 


distorted. The discs and 
pads are not in line and 
the oscillation can be felt 
through the steering 
wheel. 

‘Brake disc thickness 
variation’ is when there is 
a difference in thickness 
of disc measured at 
various parts of the 
radius. The resulting 
‘judder’ can be felt 
through the brake pedal. 

‘Uneven surface / lips’ 
is where the disc surface 
is pitted and rough, 
usually with a noticeable 
lip at the edge. This 
causes high or low 
frequency brake 

vibration and squeal. 

Most vehicle 

manufacturers agree that 
the only real solution to 
resolve brake disc 
problems is to realign the 
discs on the car ensuring 
that the hub, discs and 
pads are all aligned. 
Using an on-car brake 
lathe accounts for any 
variation in the hub and 
eliminates surface flaws 
completely. Alignment is 
carried out from the 
mounting surface of the 
brake calliper ears, 
guaranteeing perfect 
adjustment and 

alignment. 

Find out more at 
D r ago n Auto .Works, 
who have not one - but 
two - top specification 
BMW and Mercedes 
AMG approved on-car 
brake disc skimming 
lathes. 


WITH both the 
first and second 
team games 
unfortunately 
being postponed 
due to waterlogged 
fields, then it was 
left to the 
boardroom to lift 
the gloom in the 


Will gets 
Wales 
call-up 



WELL done to 
Cowbridge Com¬ 
prehensive School’s 
Will Stancombe in 
year 9 who has been 
selected to train 
with Wales’ under- 
15 football team. 

A fantastic 

achievement; 
congratulations, Will. 

SS 


Llantwit Major 
RFC clubhouse 
this week as they 
announced that 
they will be 
extending the 
contracts for their 
senior coaches 
Stuart Edbrooke 
and Rob Morgan 
through to the 
2018/19 season. 

Chairman Rhodri 
Davies said: “I am 
delighted that both our 
coaches have committed 
their futures to the club 
as I know there has 
been considerable 
interest from other clubs 
in procuring their 
talents. 


“Llantwit Rugby 
Club is on an exciting 
journey on and off the 
field at the moment - 
Stuart and Rob are a 
vital part of that.” 

Head coach Stuart 
Edbrooke combines his 
role with playing at 
centre or in the back 
row and although in 
only his first year of 
coaching brings a 
wealth of experience 
having played for 
several seasons in the 
Championship with Tata 
Steel and Division 1 at 
Bridgend Athletic. 

Edbrooke said: “Em 
immensely proud to 
have the opportunity to 
be a further part of this 
club where I started my 


rugby career as a mini 
and junior. I have 
always thought of 
Llantwit as a sleeping 
giant in community 
rugby and I am looking 
forward to kicking on 
with the next phase of 
our senior teams 
development.” 

Assistant coach Rob 
Morgan was equally 
thrilled, stating: “I have 
thoroughly enjoyed 
working with the 
players this season and 
glad that with this 
extension we can now 
look at improving and 
enhancing players’ skill 
sets as they evolve as a 
team.” 

Rob brings 

knowledge, experience 


and expertise to the 
partnership from his 
time as a player and 
coach at Division 2 
Gilfach Goch, but also 
has deep roots in the 
Llantwit club as his 
father, grandfather and 
several uncles all played 
in the blood and black 
jersey. 

Rob added: “I’m also 
proud to carry on the 
Morgan ancestry within 
the club especially as 
Llantwit rugby heads 
towards its 130th 
birthday having been 
formed in 1889.” 

There are no fixtures 


dead 

IN the Racing To 
School Novices’ 
Hurdle at far flung 
Catterick last week 
Alan Johns, riding 
the Tim Vaughan- 
trained Jaunty 
Flyer , which had 
made the long 
journey from 

Aberthin, dead- 
heated with 

TeleC omponents 
Lad. 

Jaunty Flyer went off 
the 4-5 favourite in a 
field of 10 runners. 

EVAN’S HEREFORD 
WINNER 

LLANCARFAN trainer 
Evan Williams landed 


for a fortnight as the 
first Six Nations break 
commences. The 
clubhouse will be 
showing all the games 
throughout the 
tournament, and there is 
plenty of room for all 
ages members and non 
members alike. 

The first game kicks 
off at 2.15pm with 
Wales v Scotland with a 
special drink offer and 
coffee, tea and food also 
available - come and 
support your nation and 
local rugby club. 

AH 


heat 

the £5,317 ROA/ 
Racing Post Owners' 
Jackpot Beginners’ 
Chase at Hereford on 
Monday, January 29 
with his six-year-old 
Report To Base, who, 
under Grand National 
winning rider Leighton 
Aspell, came home 10 
lengths ahead of the 
Kerry Lee-trained 
Shear Rock. 

Report To Base, 
owned by point-to-point 
stalwarts William and 
Angela Rucker of 
Worcestershire, was 
strongly fancied and was 
returned the 4-11 
favourite. 

BRIAN LEE 


IF only we could have played 
on Friday when the playing 
conditions were perfect! 

However, by the final inspection 
at 11.30am on Saturday morning the 
pitch was only fit for ducks or water 
polo. 

This was the second weather- 
related postponement against 
Tonyrefail and now with three games 
already outstanding, fixture secretary 
Dave Breed is going to be a busy 
boy. 

Still, there is respite from the 
league for the next two weeks with 
internationals on consecutive 
weekends, and the club will be 
showing all games on the four 


screens so come down and have a 
great afternoon. 

There are still places available on 
the club bus (departing 12 noon) for 
the Scotland game - contact the club 
on Thursday evening to secure a 
seat. 

There will also be a bus for the 
Italy (March 11) and France (March 
17) games and lists for these two are 
already on the notice board in the 
clubhouse. 

So, here's to a great Six Nations 
and if you're not going to the games 
the rugby club is the place to be. 

RV/RK 


Cowbridge RFC are 
thwarted by the weather 



Alan’s Catterick 


DRIVING PLEASURE MINUS DEALER PAIN 


;nd independent 

BMW& MINI SPECIALISTS 
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Ail Work performed by Dragon Auto Works will not affect your new or used car warranty as aH parts & fluids meet OE Specfications 
When we perform a service we access the data from your BMW/MINI key and update the online service records directly with BMW. 
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Over ,“^0)(0( BMWs • (§(0.1 Mercedes ♦ MINI* • '||0J@ 4*4s, Quattros, XDrives & 4WD 



1616 BMW 740 D M Sport XDRIVE 4dr auto (315 BHP), 
Premium, 20”alloys, head-up display, aj » nnc 
glass sunroof, 18k, white, full leather t44990 


i J 

JAGUAR WARRANTY JAN 2019 


15 65 JAGUAR XF 3.0 D V6 S 4dr (300bhp) (New Model), 
sat nav, 19”alloys, rear camera, OOOAAC 
heated seats, 23k, black, full leather 1.4099U 



1616 JEEP CHEROKEE 2.2 Multijet II Limited 5dr 
4WD(200bhp) auto, sat nav, rear aj 
camera, 15k, met grey, full leather fcl 


1616 KIA SP0RTAGE 2.0 CRDI First Edition 5dr auto (4WD), 
pan roof, sat nav, 19”Alloys, heated aaqaac 
seals, 3k, white with full leather £££ 990 



12 62 MERCEDES SLK200 Blueefficiency AMG Sport 2dr 
7G-Tronic Plus, sat nav, cruise, BT, aj a nAC 
18”alloys, 19k, white, full leather Jtl4990 


1717 MERCEDES CLA180 AMG Line 4dr Coupe, 
sat nav, cruise, Bluetooth, 6k, aj ^aap 
metgrey, half-leather Jtl I iftiO 



15 65 DS DS31.6 BlueHDI DSTYLE NAV 3dr, Citraen 
warranty Dec 2018, sat nav, 
cruise, Bluetooth, 10k, choice 


16 16 KIA SOUL EV 5dr automatic, sat nav, 
reverse camera, cruise, ohcqqc 
heated seats, 7k, met blue 



16 65 FORD FIESTA 1.0 T EcoBoost Red Edition 
3dr, 17”alloys, privacy glass, 

Bluetooth, 13k, choice 


£9995 


12 61 AUDI A1 1.6 TDI Sport 3dr, Bluetooth, 
USB, alloys g^gg 



1414 FORD FIESTA 1.6 EcoBoost ST-2 3dr (180bhp), 
style pack, 17”alloys, heated AQAAC 
seats, met blue with half-leather O 


@ 


% 

W* FIAT WARRANTY APRIL 2018 


1515 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge 3dr start/stop, pan 
roof, Bluetooth, 25k, choice £59Q5 


f t_» 

^ MERC WARRANTY OCTOBER 2018 


15 65 MERCEDES C350 E Sport 4dr automatic, 
sat nav, reverse camera, heated OQAJIAC 
silver with full leather E.£U4;JD 



313 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCI Zetec 5dr Appearance 
Pack, 17”alloys, pdc, dab, 

56k, met blue 


£6995 


14 64 AUDI A11.6 TDI SE 5dr, aircon, DAB, 27k, whit.£9795 

14 64 AUDI A31.2 T FSI Sport 5dr S-Tronic, Bluetooth, DAB, AMI, 

23k, black.£13495 

16 16 AUDI A3 1.6 TDI Quattro Sport 4dr, Audi warranty April 

2019, sat nav, Bluetooth, 18”alloys, 13k, white.£16995 

14 64 AUDI A3 2.0 TDI Sport 4dr, sat nav, DAB, AMI, white...£12495 

14 64 AUDI A3 2.0 TDI S-Line 2dr Cabriolet, 19”alloys, sat nav, 

13k, white, full leather.£17995 

16 66 AUDI A5 2.0 TDI Black Edition Plus Quattro 5dr S-Tronic, 
Audi warranty, Oct 2019, sat nav, 19”alloys, 12k, misano red, 

full leather...£24995 

1212 AUDI A6 2.0 TDI S-Line 4dr, sat nav, heated seats, cruise, 
ice silver, full leather.£12795 

15 65 AUDI TT 2.0 TDI Sport Ultra 3dr Coupe, Audi warranty Sep 

2018,18”alloys, Bluetooth, 3k, white, half leather.£20995 

15 65 AUDI TT 2.0 T FSI S-Line Quattro Roadster 2dr S-Tronic, Audi 

warranty Sep 2018, sat nav, 19”alloys, grey, full leather.£23995 

12 12 AUDI TT 2.0 TDI Quattro Black Edition 2dr Coupe, 

19”alloys, cruise, comfort pack in met grey.£12995 

16 66 BMW 116 D M Sport 5dr, BMW warranty Oct 2019, sat nav, 

18”alloys, Bluetooth, silver.£15495 

13 13 BMW 118 D Sport Plus 2dr convertible, 18”alloys, heated 

seats, carbon black with full oyster beige leather.£11995 

1515 BMW 118 2.0 D SE 5dr, BMW warranty April 2018, sat nav, 
cruise, 26k, black.£12495 

14 14 BMW 120 D M Sport 3dr (184bhp) sat nav, xenons, 

18”alloys, estoril blue, full leather.£13495 

14 64 BMW Ml35 3.0 M Sport 3dr (320bhp) widescreen sat nav, 

25k, white, with full red leather.£17995 

15 65 BMW M135 3.0 Sport 3dr (326bhp), sat nav, Harman Kardon, 

18”alloys, Bluetooth, 26k, estoril blue with full leather.£18495 

14 64 BMW 218 DSE 2dr coupe, pdc, bluetooth, DAB, 19k, met 

blue, full leather.£13495 

1717 BMW 218 D M Sport 2dr coupe, BMW warranty Aug 2020, 

sat nav, heated seats, 2k, blue, full leather.£20995 

14 64 BMW M235i 3.0 2dr automatic (326 BHP), pro nav, xenons, 
Harman kardon, 29k, choice, full leather.£20995 

16 16 BMW M235i 3.0 2dr convertible, BMW warranty March 

2019, sat nav, PDC, silver, full leather.£23995 

14 64 BMW 220 D M Sport 2dr (190bhp), sat nav, 18”alloys, Bluetooth, 

privacy glass, M rear spoiler, 38k, choice, full leather.£16795 

14 64 BMW 318 D M Sport Estate automatic, Bluetooth, 19”alloys, 
19k, estoril blue, full leather.£17995 

14 64 BMW 318 D Sport 4dr automatic (143bhp), sat nav, 

18”alloys, Bluetooth, 37k, liquid blue.£14495 

1515 BMW 320d EfficientDynamics BluePerformance Business 
Edition 4dr (163bhp), BMW warranty June 2018,18”alloys, sat 
nav, 15k, black, full oyster leather.£16995 

15 64 BMW 320 D Sport 4dr, sat nav, 18”alloys, Bluetooth, 32k, 

black.£14995 

15 15 BMW 320 DXDrive SE 4dr automatic (184bhp), sat nav, 

head up display, Harman Kardon, in white.£12995 

15 65 BMW 320 D EfficientDynamics Sport 4dr automatic, sat 
nav, cruise, black with full red leather.£15495 

15 65 BMW 320 D M Sport GranTurismo 5dr auto, BMW warranty 
Nov 2018, sat nav, privacy glass, 26k, black, full leather...£17995 

16 16 BMW 320 D Sport Estate, BMW warranty July 2019, sat 

nav, DAB, privacy glass, 19k, white.£16995 

17 17 BMW 320 D BluePerformance M Sport 4dr auto, BMW 

warranty March 2020, M Sport + pack, pro nav, heated seats, 
Bluetooth with wireless charging, 8k, full leather, estoril blue...£23495 
09 59 BMW 330 D M Sport Highline 2dr Coupe automatic, pro 
nav, 19”alloys, met grey, full leather.£9995 

13 63 BMW 330 D M Sport XDRIVE 4dr automatic, sat nav, cruise, 

black, full merino leather.£16995 

15 15 BMW 330 D M Sport XDRIVE 4dr automatic (313bhp), 
BMW warranty Sep 2018, pro nav, 19”alloys, 21k, choice, full 
leather.£19495 

15 15 BMW 330 D Luxury Sport 4dr automatic, BMW warranty 

July 2018, sat nav, 19”alloys, electric sunroof, 30k, black, full 
oyster leather.£18995 

16 65 BMW 335d M Sport XDRIVE 4dr automatic, BMW warranty 
March 2019,19”alloys, sat nav, 9k, choice, full leather....£22495 
16 66 BMW 335d M Sport XDRIVE Estate automatic, BMW 
warranty Oct 2016,19”alloys, sat nav, Harman kardon, 12k, estoril 

blue, full leather.£25995 

1414 BMW 420 D Sport convertible, 18”alloys, cruise, Bluetooth, 
heated seats, 27k, white, full leather, choice auto or manual ....£18995 
1515 BMW 420 D Sport 2dr coupe, BMW warranty March 2018, 

sat nav, 18”alloys, Bluetooth, black, full leathe.£16995 

1515 BMW 420 D M Sport 2dr convertible auto, BMW warranty Sep 
2018,19”alloys, head-up display, 25k, grey, full beige leather...£23995 
15 65 BMW 420 D M Sport 2dr automatic (190 BHP), M sport 
plus pack, 19” alloys, Harman Kardon, wide screen nav, full 
leather, 21k, choice.£20995 

15 65 BMW 420 DM Sport XDrive 2dr auto (190bhp), M sport 

plus pack, widescreen sat nav, 19”alloys, 17k, choice.£21995 

16 66 BMW 420 D M Sport 2dr automatic, BMW warranty Oct 

2019, M Sport-i- pack, widescreen nav, Harman kardon, 12k, black, 
full beige leather.£23995 

14 64 BMW 430 D M Sport 2dr coupe automatic (258bhp), sat 

nav, 19”alloys, 17k, choice, full leather.£19995 

15 15 BMW 430 D Luxury Gran Coupe 5dr automatic, BMW 

warranty May 2018, electric glass sunroof, sat nav, Harman 
kardon, 34k, grey, full leather.£20995 

16 66 BMW 430 D M Sport 2dr coupe automatic, BMW warranty 

Dec 2019,19”alloys, pro nav, 7k, grey, full leather.£25995 

1111 BMW 520 D M Sport 4dr automatic, sat nav, DAB, 19”alloys, 

black, full leather.£12995 

14 64 BMW 520 D Luxury 4dr, sat nav, cruise, Bluetooth, PDC 
front & rear, heated seats, met blue, full leather.£12495 



14 64 BMW 520 D M Sport Estate, pro nav, panoramic roof, 20”al- 

loys, 34k, grey, full beige leather.£18995 

15 65 BMW 520 D M Sport 4dr automatic (190bhp), sat nav, 

heated seats, full leather, 14k, choice.£17995 

15 65 BMW 520 D M Sport 4dr automatic (190bhp), sat nav, 

18”alloys, full leather, 25k, choice.£17995 

15 65 BMW 520 D M Sport 4dr Auto, BMW warranty Sept 2018, sat 

nav, harman kardon, 19”alloys, 16k, choice, full leather.£19495 

15 65 BMW 520 DSE 4dr (190) automatic, BMW warranty Oct 

2018, sat nav, bluetooth, choice, full leather.£16995 

15 65 BMW 520 D M Sport Gran Turismo 5dr auto, BMW warranty 

Dec 2018, 20”alloys, sat nav, 21k, full leather, choice.£21495 

1616 BMW 535 D M Sport 4dr auto, BMW warranty April 2019, M Sport 
plus pack, sat nav, 19”alloys, electric sunroof, 10k, choice.£23995 

13 13 BMW 640 DSE 2dr coupe automatic, 20”alloys, soft close 

doors, reverse camera, sat nav, 31k, blue, full leather.£20995 

15 65 BMW 640 D M Sport Gran Coupe 4dr auto, BMW warranty 

Nov 2018, 20”alloys, sat nav, head-up display, 19k, 
full leather, choice.£27995 

14 63 BMW XI XDRIVE18D X-Line 5dr, 18”alloys, heated seats, 

15k, silver, full leather.£14995 

1414 BMW X3 20D SE XDRIVE 5dr automatic, pro nav, 17”alloys, 
choice, full leather.£16495 

16 16 BMW X4 30D X-Line XDRIVE 5dr auto, BMW warranty May 

2019, sat nav, heated seats, DAB, 26k, white, full leather.£27995 

1616 BMW X5 30D M Sport XDRIVE 5dr auto, 20”alloys, surround 
view, sat nav, reverse camera, white, full leather.£36995 

14 14 BMW X6 30D XDRIVE 5dr automatic, sat nav, 20”alloys, 

dynamic pack, black, full oyster leather.£24495 

15 65 CITROEN C4 PICASSO 1.6 BlueHDI Exlusive 5dr, sat nav, 

cruise, Bluetooth, pdc, 8k, white.£11495 

1414 CITROEN DS31.6 VTI DSTYLE Plus 3dr, 17”alloys, cruise, 

Bluetooth, 30k, yellow.£6995 

14 64 CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASS01.6 E-HDI Airdream Exclusive+ 
5dr (7-seater) pan roof, sat nav, met blue.£11495 

17 17 CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO 1.6 BLUEHDI Feel 5dr 

(7-seater) sat nav, cruise, 8k, met blue.£15795 

1616 DS DS41.6 BlueHDI Crossback5dr, Citroen warranty April 2019, 
sat nav, reverse camera, 18”alloys, met red, half leather.£11995 

16 65 DS DS5 1.6 BlueHDI Elegance 5dr, pan roof, sat nav, 

18”alloys, pdc, met blue.£12495 

14 64 FIAT 500 1.2 S 3dr, black alloys, Bluetooth, 29k, met blue, 

half leather.£6495 

15 65 FIAT 5001.2 Pop Star 3dr, air-con, alloys, 12k, choice....£6995 

15 65 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge 3dr, Fiat warranty Nov 2018, sat nav, 
pan roof, Bluetooth, 13k, black, full leather.£8495 

15 65 FORD ECOSPORT1.0T ecoBOOST Titanium 5dr, Ford warranty 

Nov 2018,17”alloys, cruise, 11 k, choice, half leather.£9795 

16 66 FORD FIESTA 1.5 TDCI Titanium X 5dr, Ford warranty Oct 

2019, sat nav, reverse camera, heated seats, 13k, black....£11495 
16 66 FORD FIESTA 1.5 TDCI Zetec 5dr, Ford warranty Dec 2019, 
Bluetooth, alloys, DAB, 10k, choice.£8795 

16 66 FORD FOCUS 1.0 ecoBOOST Zetec S 5dr automatic, Ford 

warranty Oct 2019, DAB, Bluetooth, 10k, white.£12495 

1515 FORD FOCUS 1.6 Zetec 5dr automatic, Ford warranty Aug 

2018, DAB, alloys, Bluetooth, grey.£9495 

15 15 FORD FOCUS 1.5 TDCI Zetec S 5dr, Ford warranty July 
2018, sat nav, Bluetooth, 23k, white.£10995 

14 63 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCI ECOnetic Zetec 5dr, aircon, 

cruise, black.£6495 

17 66 FORD FOCUS 2.0 TDCI ST-3 5dr, Ford warranty Feb 2020, 

sat nav, 19”alloys, DAB, 10k, white, full leather.£19495 

15 15 FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCI Titanium X Sport AWD 5dr 

Powershift automatic, Ford warranty July 2018, pan roof, 
19”alloys, 28k, black, full leather.£16495 

15 65 FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCI Titanium 5dr (Appearance Pack) 
Ford warranty Oct 2018, cruise, 23k, black, half leather...£13495 

16 65 FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCI Titanium X Sport 5dr 4WD, pan roof, 

cruise, 19”alloys, Bluetooth, white with full leather.£16495 

16 66 FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCI Titanium 5dr 4WD (180bhp), 

appearance pack, 12k, white.£15995 

14 14 FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCI ECO Titanium X Business 5dr, 

sat nav, Bluetooth, silver, full leather.£8495 

14 64 FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCI Titanium X Business Estate 
Powershift automatic, sat nav, cruise, Bluetooth, heated seats, 

blue with full leather.£10995 

16 66 FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCI Titanium 5dr, sat nav, cruise, dab, 

alloys, 19k, choice.£14295 

16 66 FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCI Titanium 5dr Powershift, 
Ford warranty Nov 2019, sat nav, cruise, Bluetooth, 11k, 

magnetic grey.£15995 

1414 HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-DTEC SE 5dr, cruise, Bluetooth, reverse 
camera, alloys, met red.£11495 

14 64 HYUNDAI i30 1.6 CRDI Bluedrive Active 5dr, Hyundai 

warranty Dec 2019, cruise, USB, PDC, 22k, grey.£8495 

15 65 HYUNDAI i40 1.7 CRDI BlueDrive SE Estate DCT 

automatic, sat nav, reverse camera, black.£11995 

14 64 HYUNDAI 1X35 1.7 CRDI Premium 5dr, Hyundai warranty 
Oct 2019, sat nav, reverse camera, black, full leather.£10495 

14 64 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.2 CRDI Premium 5dr, sat nav, rear 

camera, heated seats, in mocha with full leather.£12495 

1616 JAGUAR F-Pace 2.0 i4D R-Sport AWD 5dr, Jaguar warranty 
Sep 2019, sat nav, 19”alloys, 15k, met red, full leather....£31995 
1515 JAGUAR XF 2.2 D Portfolio 4dr automatic, Jaguar warranty 
April 2018, sat nav, heated seats, reverse camera, choice, 
full leather.£17495 

15 15 JEEP RENEGADE 2.0 Multijet Trailhawk 5dr auto4WD, sat 
nav, cruise, pdc, heated seats, 12k, white with full leather ...£16995 
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1717 KIA OPTIMA 1.7 CRDI2 Estate ISG, Kia warranty April 2024, sat 

nav, cruise, Bluetooth, 492 miles, black.£16995 

1414 KIA SPORTAGE 1.7 CRDI ISG 2 5dr, pan roof, cruise, Bluetooth, 
choice, half leather.£11995 

14 64 KIA SPORTAGE 1.7 CRDI 3 ISG 5dr, pan roof, sat nav, in white, 

full leather.£12495 

1515 KIA SPORTAGE 1.7 CRD11 ISG 5dr, Kia warranty March 2022, 

cruise, bluetooth, USB, 22k, white.£12995 

1414 KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 CRDI KX-3AWD 5dr, Kia warranty June 2021, 
pan roof, sat nav, heated seats, choice, full leather.£11495 

15 65 KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 CRDI KX-2 AWD 5dr, Kia warranty Oct 2022, 

pan roof, pdc, 20k, white, half leather.£13995 

15 65 KIA VENGA1 .6 CRDI 4 ISG 5dr, pan roof, sat nav, reverse camera, 

22k, white, half-leather.£10495 

1515 LEXUS CT200H1 .8 Advance Plus 5dr CVT automatic, pan roof, 
sat nav, cruise, Bluetooth, 20k, met white, half leather.£15995 

14 64 MAZDA 6 2.2 D SE-L Estate, sat nav, Bluetooth, PDC front & rear, 

choice.£8795 

15 15 MAZDA 6 2.2 D SE-L NAV Estate, sat nav, cruise, 

Bluetooth, white.£10995 

15 65 MAZDA 6 2.2 D Sport Nav 4dr, Mazda warranty Oct 2018, sat 

nav, heated seats, 28k, silver, full leather.£13495 

14 64 MAZDA CX-5 2.2 DSE-L Lux Nav 5dr automatic, sat nav, cruise, 

Bluetooth, pdc, met blue.£11995 

14 64 MAZDA CX-5 2.2 TD Sport 4WD 5dr (175bhp), sat nav, reverse 

camera, Bose, full leather, choice.£12495 

1010 MAZDA MX-51.8 20TH Anniversary 2dr convertible, 17”alloys, 

aircon, 32k, met blue.£7495 

14 14 MERCEDES A180 CDI AMG Sport 5dr 7G DCT Automatic, 
Iff’allpys, cruise, 30k, white with half-leather.£15995 

16 65 MERCEDES A180 D Sport 5dr &G-DCT automatic, reverse 

camera, full leather, choice.£14995 

14 14 MERCEDES B180 CDI Sport 5dr 7G-DCT, 18”alloys, reverse 

camera, 35k, grey, full leather.£12995 

14 63 MERCEDES B200 CDI SE 5dr, sat nav, PDC, white.£10995 

14 64 MERCEDES Cl80 AMG Sport Edition (Premium Plus) 2dr Coupe 

7G-Tronic Plus, pan roof, sat nav, cruise, reverse camera, 15k, silver with 
half-leather.£17995 

15 65 MERCEDES C200 D Sport 4dr 7G-Tronic automatic (Premium 
plus pack), sat nav, parktronic, reverse camera, heated seats, met grey, 

full beige leather.£20995 

15 15 MERCEDES C250 CDI AMG Sport 2dr coupe 7G-Tronic Plus, 
Mercedes warranty Sep 2018,18”alloys, cruise, Bluetooth, 15k, silver, 

half leather.£16995 

15 65 MERCEDES C250 CDI AMG Line (Premium Plus) Estate auto, 

pan roof, sat nav, 19”alloys, 25k, choice, full leather.£22995 

13 63 MERCEDES E220 CDI AMG Sport Cabriolet 7G-Tronic Plus, sat 

nav, airscarf heating, choice, full leather.£17995 

15 65 MERCEDES E220 CDI BlueTec AMG Line Cabriolet 7G-Tronic 
Plus, Mercedes warranty October 2018, sat nav, 18”alloys, white, 

full leather.£21995 

15 65 MERCEDES E220 CDI BlueTEC AMG Night Editon 7G-Tronic plus 
Estate, Mercedes warranty Sep 2018, sat nav, DAB Bluetooth, choice, 
full leather.£19995 

13 63 MERCEDES E220 AMG Sport 4dr 7G-Tronic plus, sat nav, xenons, 

grey, full leather.£14795 

15 65 MERCEDES E220 CDI BlueTec AMG Night Edition 7-G Tronic 
Plus, Mercedes warranty Oct 2018, sat nav, privacy glass, choice, 
full leather.£17495 

14 64 MERCEDES E250 CDI AMG Sport 4dr 7G-Tronic plus, panoramic 

roof, sat nav, 13k, silver, half Ieather/alcantara.£20995 

14 64 MERCEDES E250 CDI AMG Sport 2dr Coupe 7G-Tronic Plus, sat 

nav, reverse camera, cruise, 16k, black, full leather.£19995 

15 65 MERCEDES GLA200 CDI Sport (Executive) 5DR 7G-DCT, sat nav, 

DAB, 18”alloys, 15k, choice, full leather.£18995 

14 64 MERCEDES GLA220 CDI AMG Line 5dr 4-Matic, 18”alloys, 
reverse camera, 27k, white, half-leather.£19995 

14 64 MERCEDES GLA220 CDI AMG Line Premium Plus 5dr 7G-DCT 

4Matic, pan roof, 19”alloys, reverse camera, 26k, half-leather...£21995 
1464 MERCEDES SLK250 CDI Blueefficiency 2dr convertible 7G-Tronic Plus, 
airscarf-neck level heating, Bluetooth, iridium silver, full leather.£14495 

16 66 MINI CLUBMAN 2.0 D COOPER 6 dr, sat nav, chilli pack, 

10k, white.£14995 

1414 MINI COOPER 1.5 D 3dr Start/Stop, chili pack, cruise, Bluetooth, 

choice.£8995 

1515 MINI COOPER 1.5 D 5dr, chilli + media XL + TLC pack, sat nav, 
cruise, Bluetooth, dab, half-leather, 19k, met blue.£11295 

15 65 MINI COOPER 1.5 D 5dr, chilli pack, Bluetooth, in BRG with white 

roof and mirror caps.£9495 

16 66 MINI COOPER 1.5 D 5dr (Media XL & Chili pack) MINI warranty 

Sep 2019, sat nav, Bluetooth, black, half leather.£13495 

11 61 MINI COOPER 2.0 D 2dr convertible automatic (chilli pack) 

bluetooth, 17”alloys, 35k, white.£8995 

14 64 MINI COOPER 2.0 COOPER S 3dr (TLC Pack)(192bhp), 
JCW bodykit, Harman Kardon, 17”black alloys, 16k, volcanic orange, 

half leather.£13995 

16 65 MINI COOPER 2.0 SD 5dr (170bhp), chilli pack, sat nav, cruise, 

Bluetooth, DAB, 9k, choice.£12995 

16 66 MINI COOPER 2.0 SD 3dr (170 bhp), chilli pack, Mini warranty Oct 

2019, sat nav, DAB, USB, 17”alloys, 8 k, black, half leather.....£13995 

14 64 MINI COUNTRYMAN 1 .6 COOPER ALL4 5dr (TLC & Pepper Pack) 

Bluetooth, 17”black alloys, 24k, starlight blue.£10995 

14 64 MINI COOPER 2.0 SD 3dr Automatic (170bhp), cruise, Bluetooth, 

chilli pack, 17”alloys, 33k, grey with full leather.£12495 

14 64 MINI ONE 1.5 D 3dr (PEPPER Pack) Bluetooth, DAB, 

15k, white.£8495 

14 64 MINI PACEMAN 1.6 COOPER D 3dr (Pepper Pack) sat nav, 
17”alloys, 19k, white.£10495 


14 64 MINI PACEMAN 1 .6 COOPER 3dr (TLC & Pepper Pack) sat nav, 

17”black alloys, mfsw, 22k, black.£11795 

14 63 MITSUBISHI ASX 1.8 TD 4 5dr, 4WD, panoramic roof, sat nav, 

cruise, 28k, silver, full leather.£10995 

16 66 MITSUBISHI ASX 2.2 Dl-D 4 4WD 5dr automatic, Mitsubishi Dec 
2019, panoramic roof, sat nav, 13k, black, full leather.£15995 

14 64 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 2.0 PHEV GX3h 4x4 5dr automatic, 

cruise, Bluetooth, met blue, half leather.£13495 

15 65 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 2.0 PHEV GX3H + 5dr CVT automatic 

4WD, cruise, Bluetooth, pdc, white.£18995 

15 65 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 2.2 Dl-D GX3 5dr (7-Seater), cruise, 

pdc, Bluetooth, 9k, black.£17995 

15 65 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 Acenta Premium 5drXtronic automatic, Nissan 
warranty Oct 2018, sat nav, reverse camera, 22k, met red.£11495 

14 64 NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCI Tekna 5dr, sat nav, Bluetooth. Cruise, full 

lerather, choice.£8795 

15 65 NISSAN NOTE 1.2 N-Tec 5dr, Nissan warranty Oct 2018, sat nav, 

reverse camera, 11 k, white.£8995 

14 64 NISSAN OASHOA11.5 DCI Acenta Premium 5dr, pan roof, sat 
nav, reverse camera, Bluetooth, 13k, choice.£11995 

14 64 NISSAN 0ASH0A11.5 DCI Tekna 5dr, 19”alloys, sat nav, reverse 

camera, pan roof, 23k, choice, full leather.£12795 

1515 NISSAN 0ASH0A11.5 DCI Acenta 5dr, Nissan warranty April 
2018, cruise, Bluetooth, 28k, choice.£10995 

15 65 NISSAN OASHOAI 1.5 DCI N-Tec+ 5dr, pan roof, sat nav, 

22k, choice.£13495 

15 65 NISSAN OASHOA11.5 DCI Tekna 5dr, pan roof, sat nav, cruise, 
Bluetooth, 19”alloys, heated seats, 15k, silver with full leather....£14995 

14 64 NISSAN OASHOA11.6 DCI Tekna 5dr4WD (130bhp), pan roof, 

full leather, sat nav, black.£11995 

15 65 NISSAN DASOHA11 .6 DCI N-TEC+5dr (130bhp), Nissan warranty 

Sep 2018, sat nav, reverse camera, grey.£14295 

16 16 NISSAN X-TRAIL 1.6 DCI Acenta 4x4 5dr(7-seater) Nissan 

warranty April 2019, pan roof, cruise, 12k, black.£16495 

1616 NISSAN X-TRAIL 1 .6 DCI Tekna 5dr 4WD (7-Seater), pan roof, 

sat nav, reverse camera, heated seats, black with full leather.£17495 

1717 NISSAN OASHOA11 .6 DCI Tekna XTRONIC 5dr automatic, Nissan 
warranty April 2020, sat nav, pan roof, 19”alloys, met red.£17995 

12 62 PEUGEOT RCZ 1.6 THP Sport 2dr coupe, 18”alloys, cruise, 

Bluetooth, 42k, grey.£7995 

15 15 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 DCI Energy Dynamique 5dr, Renault 
warranty Aug 2018, sat nav, 26k, white, full two tone leather.£9795 

14 64 RENAULT MEGANE1.5 DCI Energy GT Line Tom Tom 2dr Coupe, 

sat nav, Bluetooth, 35k, blue, half leather.£8495 

15 65 RENAULT SCENIC Xmod 1 .6 DCI Energy Dynamique 5dr, Renault 

warranty Oct 2018, sat nav, PDC, met red.£8995 

15 65 SKODA OCTAVIA 2.0 TDI SE L 5dr, Skoda warranty Oct 2018, sat 

nav, DAB, cruise, 17k, black.£11995 

16 66 SKODA OCTAVIA 1 .6 TDI Greenline III SE Business 5dr, Skoda 

warranty Sep 2019, sat nav, cruise, black.£11495 

16 66 SKODA OCTAVIA 2.0 TDI SE Business 5dr Automatic, Skoda 

warranty Dec 2019, sat nav, Bluetooth, DAB, met grey.£12495 

1717 SKODA OCTAVIA 2.0 TDI SE L Estate, Skoda warranty July 2020, 

sat nav, Bluetooth, DAB, only 700 miles, met blue.£16995 

15 64 SUZUKI SWIFT 1.6 Sport 3dr, 17”alloys, Bluetooth, cruise, 38k, 

black.£7495 

1616 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 WT116V Slam 3dr, 17”alloys, Bluetooth, 

red, half-leather.£7995 

1616 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC1.4 T 3dr, Vauxhall warranty April 2016, 
18”alloys, cruise, DAB, 13k, white.£9495 

15 65 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 2.0 CDTI SRI 3dr, Vauxhall warranty Oct 

2018,18”alloys, cruise, 23k, choice.£9495 

16 16 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTI SRI VX-Line 5dr, Vauxhall 

warranty May 2019,19”alloys, 17k, black.£12495 

1717 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTI SRI VX-Line Nav 5dr, Vauxhall 
warranty April 2020, sat nav, 19”alloys, 2k, met blue.£14995 

13 13 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI VX Line Estate, 19”alloys, 

cruise, 27k, met grey.£8995 

15 65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5dr, 17”alloys, cruise, 

black.£9495 

1515 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI SE 5dr automatic, cruise, Bluetooth, 

heated seats, full leather, 28k, black.£10795 

1717 VW BEETLE 2.0 TDI Bluemotion Tech R-Line 2dr cabriolet, VW 
warranty March 2020,18”alloys, cruise, Bluetooth, 4k, white ...£19995 
15 65 VW GOLF 1.4 TSI BlueMotion Tech GTE 5dr DSG, VW warranty Oct 

2018,18”alloys, cruise, Bluetooth, privacy glass, 20k, silver.£20995 

1212 VW GOLF 1.6 TDI BlueMotion Tech SE cabriolet, cruise, pdc, 

31k, black.£8995 

1414 VW GOLF 1 .6 TDI BMT SE 5dr, cruise, Bluetooth, met red ....£7995 

14 64 VW GOLF 2.0 TDI Tech GT 5dr, sat nav, cruise, Bluetooth, full 

leather choice £11995 

14 64 VW GOLF 2.0 TDI GTD 5dr (184bhp) winter pack, 18”alloys, 

cruise, Bluetooth, pdc front & rear, 34k, black.£14495 

15 65 VW TIGUAN 2.0 TDI BlueMotion Tech R-Line Editon 4M0TI0N 
5dr DSG automatic, VW warranty Dec 2018,18”alloys, PDC, 29k, white, 

full leather.£18995 

15 15 VOLVO V40 1.6 D2 ES 5dr, panoramic glass roof, 

Bluetooth, black.£8995 

15 65 VOLVO V40 1.6 D2 R-Design 5dr, Volvo warranty Oct 2018, 
17”alloys, Bluetooth, 12k, black.£12995 

15 65 VOLVO XC60 2.0 D4 SE 5dr Geartronic, Volvo warranty Dec 2018, 

privacy glass, DAB, Bluetooth, black, full leather.£17995 

16 66 VOLVO XC60 2.4 D4 SE Lux Nav 5dr 4X4 automatic, Volvo 

warranty Sep 2019, sat nav, 15k, silver, full leather.£22995 


i' 
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16 66 SEAT ALHAMBRA 2.0 TDI Ecomotive SE 
5dr (7-seater), alloys, pdc 
front & rear, choice 


£16995 


16 66 FORD FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 5dr, Ford 
warranty Dec 2019, 

Bluetooth, DAB, choice 



15 15 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 DCI Energy 
Expression+ 5dr, cruise, 07nnc 
alloys, Bluetooth, met blue £.1 5J5JO 


14 64 MERCEDES A180 CDI AMG Sport 5dr, 
18”alloys, cruise, Bluetooth, ajaaac 
black with half-leather £.1 £990 



14 64 VOLVO XC60 2.0 D4 R-Design Lux 5dr, pan 
roof, sat nav, cruise, 18”alloys, 04 oinc 
Bluetooth, choice, half-leather £10490 


16 66 KIA SPORTAGE 1.7 CRD ISG 2 5dr 
(New Model), sat nav, reverse 
camera, cruise, 8 k, silver 



14 64 BMW 118 2.0 D M Sport 3dr automatic 
sat nav, Harman kardon 
18”alloys, 25k, white 


£13995 


16 65 VOLVO XC90 T 8 Hybrid Momentum AWD 5dr 
auto (7-Seater), pan roof, sat nav, ai oqqc 
cruise, met blue with full leather £.4£5J5JO 



1111 SAAB 9-31.9 TTID Vector 2dr convertible (160bhp) 
auto, 17”alloys, cruise, heated P 7 >inc 
seats, 58k, met grey, full leather I I 4510 


14 64 BMW 116 Efficientdynamics Business 
Edition 5dr, sat nav, Bluetooth, 
choice, full leather 



15 65 HYUNDAI TUSCON1.7 CRDI Blue Drive 
SE 5dr, Bluetooth, heated rMOJinE 
seats, 17k, choice £.104510 

■ 




15 65 BMW 335 D M Sport XDRIVE 4dr auto, 
sat nav, 18”black alloys, 

26k, choice, full leather 

'W wmiTI 


£18995 


W* FORD WARRANTY APRIL 


1717 FORD KUGA1.5 EcoBoost Zetec 5dr, Ford 
warranty April 2020, sat nav, gggg 



cruise, Bluetooth, 6 k, grey 


1515 BMW 420IM Sport Gran Coupe 5dr, 19”alloys, 
widescreen sat nav, heated seats, #*4 nnnc 
21 k, in white with full black leather £.1951510 


w w w. j 

j ef f w 
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12 JAGUAR XF 2.2 
Diesel SE Auto 

In black with black leather, 
39,000 miles 

£13,495 



63 NISSAN Juke 
1.6 Acenta 

In white, 16,000 miles and 
very nice throughout 

£7,995 



13 HONDA Jazz 1.3 
i-VTEC ES Automatic 

In red, 17,000 miles 
from new 

£7,495 


M 


RANGE Rover Sport 3.0 
TDV6 Autobiography Auto 

In met-grey, 46,000 miles 
superb example 

£24,995 



63 PORSCHE Cayman 
2.7 Auto 

In white, 10,000 miles, 
host of extras 

£38,995 


63 PORSCHE Cayman 2.7 Auto In white, 10,000 miles, 
host of extras .£38,995 

11 RANGE Rover Sport 3.0 TDV6 Autobiography Automatic 
met grey, 52,000 miles, ... REDUCED BY £1000TO £24,995 

59 RANGE Rover Sport 3.0 TDV6 HSE Auto In black with 

black leather and alloys, sat nav, reverse camera, T.V front 
and back, high spec.£14,995 

01 JAGUAR XK8 4.0 V8 Auto Convertible In 
silver/navy hood with cream leather, very nice, 
low mileage .£13,995 

12 JAGUAR XF 2.2 Diesel SE Auto In black with black 

leather, 39,000 miles.£13,495 

12 AUDI A5 SE TFSi 1.8 Coupe In black, only 59,000 miles, 
leather seats, climate, start/stop.£11,995 

16 NISSAN Pulsar 1.2 DIG-TTekna In met red, 9,000 miles, 
under Nissan warranty.£10,995 

60 BMW 325i M-Sport Automatic Coupe In space grey with 

black leather, full specification, 57,000 miles.£10,495 

12 BMW XI XDrive 2.0 DSE In met red, black interior, 

66,000 miles, diesel 4x4 .£9,995 

11 VOLKSWAGEN Touran 1.6 TDi SE Blue-Tech In met 

blue, 63,000 mile, diesel 7 seater .£9,995 

63 HYUNDAI ix35 1.7 Diesel SE-Nav In white, 57,000 miles, 
under manufacturers warranty .£9,795 

16 RENAULT Clio 900 TCE Dynamique 5-Dr In flame red, 
14,000 miles with sat nav, pan roof.£8,995 

13 HONDA Jazz 1339cc EX Automatic 5-Dr In met-bronze, 

only 7,000 miles from new, panoramic roof.£8,995 

10 VOLKSWAGEN Tiguan 2.0 TDi R-Line 4-Motion In 
black with black leather, 86,000 miles 4x4 at.£8,995 

09 AUDI TT 2.0 TDi Quattro In black, 81,000 miles sports 
coupe at .£8,995 

65 SMART For Two 999cc Prime Premium In silver/black, 
9,000 miles, huge spec.£7,995 

65 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Limited Edition 3-Dr In red with black 
roof, 13,905 miles, 1 owner ..REDUCED BY £500 TO £7,995 

63 NISSAN Juke 1.6 Acenta In white, 16,000 miles and very 

nice throughout . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

13 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy-Max C20 Kombi 1.6TDi In white, 
90,000 miles, 5 seater with side windows.£7,995 

62 NISSAN Juke 1.5 DCi Visia In silver, 35,000 miles, very 
nice example .£7,995 

12 MINI Cooper Chilli 1.6 Diesel In red with white roof and 

mirrors, 27,000 miles high spec.£7,995 

13 HONDA Jazz 1.3 i-VTEC ES Automatic In red, 17,000 

miles from new . REDUCED TO £7,495 

62 HYUNDAI i40 Active Blue Drive 1.7 Diesel Estate In 

silver, 68,000 miles, £30 road tax .£7,495 

13 FORD Focus 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5-Dr In black, 63,000 

mile diesel hatch .£7,295 

66 MG3 Time VTi Tech 1.5cc 5-Dr Only 4,000 miles, 

start/stop, under manufacturer warranty .£6,995 

64 HYUNDAI i20 Active 1.2 5-Dr In white, 21,000 miles, 

under manufacturers warranty.£6,995 

14 CITROEN DS3 1.6 Style met blue/grey roof, 15,000 

miles, 1 owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £6,995 

13 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel Estate SRi Nav 
VX-Line In silver blue, 67,000 miles .£6,995 

63 VOLKSWAGEN Polo Match Edition In black, 56,000 

miles, 1 owner, bluetooth, cruise etc.£6,995 

63 RENAULT Clio 1.5DCi Dynamique Nav-Energy 5-Dr In 
met red, 49,000 miles, free road tax.£6,995 

62 HYUNDAI i30 Active BlueDrive 1.6D In met grey, 35,000 

miles, bluetooth, cruise etc, free road tax .£6,995 

09 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi SE 4-Dr In met blue, 53,000 miles, 2 
owners, bluetooth.£6,995 

08 AUDI A3 S-Line 1.9 TDi Convertible In aruba blue with 
leather, sat-nav etc, 95,000 miles .£6,995 

63 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 Excite 5-Dr In silver, 41,000 miles, 

1 owner.£6,795 

13 VAUXHALL Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Eco 5-Dr In met grey, 
46,000 miles, sat nav etc.£6,795 


12 SKODA Yeti 1.6 TDi CRS Greenline In white, 70,000 miles, 
1 owner, £30 road tax .£6,495 

11 PEUGEOT 308cc GT HDi 2.0D Convertible In black, 
53,000 miles, leather seats.£6,495 

56 MERCEDES CLS 320CDi Auto Diesel In black, 83,000 

miles, sat nav, leather seats.£6,495 

14 DACIA Sandero Laureate 900cc In silver, 11,000 miles, 
5-Dr, Bluetooth, FSH, £30 road tax.£6,295 

14 PEUGEOT 208 Active 1.0 5-Dr In silver, 24,000 miles 
free road tax . REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,995 

63 DACIA Sandero 1.5 DCi Laureate In met blue, 41,000 

miles, 1 owner with sat nav.£5,995 

62 SUZUKI SX4 SZ4 Auto 1.6 5-Dr 23,000 miles, keyless 
go, p/s, very nice example at.£5,995 

57 MERCEDES Cl 80 SE Kompressor Auto In silver, 

83,000 miles, fantastic value.£5,995 

61 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Titanium 5-Dr In grey, 53,000 miles, 

top of the range from.£5,695 

60 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE 5-Dr Automatic In met-grey, 

53,000 miles, half leather.£5,695 

64 PEUGEOT 108 Active 3-Dr In red, 23,000 miles, 1 owner, 

free road tax . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

11 VOLKSWAGEN Polo SE 85 1.4cc 5-Dr In red, 77,000 

miles, FSH .£5,495 

08 HONDA Civic ES Hybrid 4-Dr Automatic In silver only, 
13,000 miles from new, heated seats .£5,495 

62 SUZUKI Splash 1.2 SZ4 5-Dr In silver, 29,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£5,295 

12 TOYOTA iQ3 VVTi 1.3 In white, 31,000 miles, 

superb throughout, £30 road tax.£5,295 

61 NISSAN Micra 1.2Tekna 5-Dr In met red, 49,000 miles 

with glass roof .£4,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Titanium 3-Dr In electric blue, 
51,000 miles, bluetooth, £20 road tax.£4,995 

09 FORD Fiesta Zetec 96 1.4cc 5-Dr In avalon blue, 
41,000 miles, FSH .£4,995 

12 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 TDi Copa S In black, 57,000 miles, 
£20 road tax.£4,495 


SKODA Fabia 

1 owner . 


11 


61 


11 



13 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy 
Max C20 Kombi 1.6 TDi 

In white, 90,000 miles, 

5 seater with side windows 

£7,995 



1.4 SE 5-Dr In red, 62,000 miles, 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 


HYUNDAI i30 Comfort 1.6 CRDi 5-Dr In met-burgundy, 
69,000 mile diesel hatch. £4,495 

09 CHEVROLET Captiva 2.0 Diesel LS 7-Seater In black, 
56,000 miles 4x4.£4,495 

09 CITROEN Belingo 1.6 Multi-Space 1.6V (90) VT In met 

grey, only 20,000 miles, 1 owner . £4,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.1 Dynamique Tom-Tom Estate In met 

blue, 49,000 miles, 1 owner . £3,995 

MAZDA 2 Sport 1.6 Diesel 5-Dr In black, 73,000 miles, 
low running costs . £3,995 

10 CITROEN C3 Airdream 5-Dr 1.6 Diesel In silver, 67,000 

miles, free road tax. REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,995 

59 FORD Fiesta Edge 60 1.2cc In vision blue, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner, low insurance. £3,995 

09 FIAT 500 1.2 Pop In white, 56,000 miles, glass roof, £30 
road tax. £3,795 

11 HYUNDAI ilO Comfort 1.2 5-Dr In silver, 42,000 miles, 

£30 road tax . £3,695 

60 CITROEN Cl ‘VT’ 1.0 3-Dr In black, 56,000 miles, low 

insurance and road tax.£3,495 

05 BMW 320i SE In met-navy with 
85,000 miles . 

59 CITROEN Belingo Multi Space 1.6 HDi XTR In silver, 

113,000 miles, very practical . 

. REDUCED BY £400 TO £3,295 

06 SAAB 93 Linear 2.0 Convertible In black with cream 
leather, 69,000 miles.£2,695 

08 SEAT Ibiza Sport 3-Dr In met bronze, 66,000 miles, 
nice example at. £2,495 


65 SMART For Two 
999cc Prime Premium 

In silver/black, 9,000 miles, 
huge spec 

£7,995 


grey leather, 

. £3,495 



09 AUDI TT 2.0 TDi 
Quattro 

In black, 81,000 miles, 
sportd coupe at 

£8,995 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS. 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

blackhorse 


Rac 


BROAD STREET, BARRY CF62 7AE 01446 722600 
vmw.GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY.co.UK W, i 
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FULL SERVICE HISTORY 
LOW RUNNING COSTS 


SAT NAV 
REAR CAMERA 
17" ALLOYS 




2016 BMW 330D 
XDRIVE ESTATE 


2009 RANGE ROVER 
SPORT 


2015 BMW M3 3.0 DOT 

£ 40,999 


2016 AUDI Q7 
S LINE TIPTRONIC 


2015 BMW 730 LD 
M SPORT 


£ 39,991 


£ 24,999 


£ 19,999 


£ 38,999 


VERY LOW MILES 
MANUFACTURER WARRANTY 
SERVICE PLAN INCLUDED 


AUTOMATIC 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 

BEIGE LEATHER. SAT NAV 


1 OWNER 

FULL AUDI SERVICE HISTORY 


FULL SERVICE HISTORY 
HUGE SPEC 
IVORY LEATHER 


1 OWNER WITH VERY LOW MILES 
FULL LEATHER 
SAT NAV 


/ IB 


2013 LEXUS CT200 HYBRID 

£ 14,000 


2009 AUDI A5 QUATTRO 
S-LINE 3.0 DIESEL 


2014 VOLKSWAGEN 
GOLF SE BLUEMOTION 


2014 NISSAN NAVARA 
OUTLAW DOUBLE CAB 


2015 MINI COPPER D 

£ 11,000 


£ 13,000 


£ 12,000 


£ 16,000 


FULL BEIGE LEATHER 
FULL SERVICE HISTORY 
SAT NAV 


FULL SERVICE HISTORY 
SAT NAV 
HALF LEATHER 


LOW MILES, AUTOMATIC 
SAT NAV 

FULL BLACK LEATHER 


LOW MILES 
DIESEL 

FRONT AND REAR SENSORS 


AUTOMATIC 
FULL LEATHER 


2014 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 
DESIGN BLUEMOTION 
TECHNOLOGY 


2013 SKODA OCTAVIA SE 
OR DSG DIESEL 


2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
SCIROCCO GTTDI 


2014 AUDI A1 SPORT 
SPORTBACK 


2014 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 
SE BLUEMOTION DSG 


£ 9,000 


£ 11,000 


£ 11,000 


£ 10,500 


£ 9,000 


AUTOMATIC 
LOW MILES 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


FULL LEATHER 
SAT NAV 


5DR DIESEL 
1 OWNER 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


AUTOMATIC 
1 OWNER 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


18" ALLOYS 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


2013 NISSAN JUKE ACENTA 
PREMIUM DIG-T 


2012 HONDA JAZZ VTEC EX 

£ 8,000 


2013 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
SRI DIESEL 


2012 CITROEN DS3 
DIESEL 5DR 


2004 SMART FORFOUR 

£ 1,500 


£ 8,500 


£ 8,000 


£ 7,000 


LOW MILES 
PANORAMIC ROOF 
AUTOMATIC 
FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


AUTOMATIC 
LOW MILES 

FRONT AND REAR SENSORS 


LOW MILES 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 
LOW RUNNING COSTS 


CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH! 


www.thepenarthmotorco.co.uk 

WINDSOR ROAD, PENARTH, CF64 1JG I 029 2070 7090 

(P; Penarthmotorsco f The Penarth Motor Company 
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YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP TWITTER: GEMSportNews 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: sport(Sglamorgan-gem.co.uk 



BLUE BULLS GO 
INTO PARTNERSHIP 
WITH ST HELENS 


THERE has been great 
news for the Bridgend Blue 
Bulls recently. 

They have been working for a 
couple of years to bring a Super 
League club on board to help 
develop the game in Bridgend 
county, and are pleased to 
announce that St Helens have 
agreed to work with us through the 
Saints Community Development 
Foundation. 

This partnership with the Super 
League giants will increase the 
profile of the club and rugby 
league in the area. They will help 


with coaching sessions, player 
development and a player 
pathway into academies. 

“This is a fantastic opportunity 
for all involved with the Blue 
Bulls. There will be a continuous 
dedication to develop rugby 
league in Bridgend county 
borough,” said general manager 
Steve Smith. 

Open age and under-17s 
training begins on Wednesday, 
March 14, at 7pm at Pyle RFC - 
they are are also looking at pre¬ 
season friendlies for late April and 
early May. 

The under 13s and under-15s 


have started with high numbers 
already, however, there are spaces 
available on Monday nights. 

The club are looking for 
businesses to sponsor various 
teams, to help them achieve their 
ambitions and remain a 
financially-stable club. 

The club is keen to secure main 
and major sponsors who share 
their aspirations for promoting 
rugby and supporting the local 
community - get in touch with 
general manager Steve Smith at 
07712243581 or email 
tmbluebulls @ gmail .com. 

SS 


The Rags 
are in action 


BRIDGEND Athletic 
youth second team, 
the Rags, mainly 17- 
year-olds in their first 
season of youth rugby, 
visited Ospreys OC 
league leaders Upper 
Swansea Valley on 
January 13 with only 
14 players. 

The Swansea side 
were far more 
experienced campaigners 
with mostly third-year 
youth players. 

Despite a heavy 55-7 
defeat, the young players 
showed great character 



Jack Obbard was 
man of the match 
against Upper 
Swansea Valley. 
in defence and attack. 


and came out of the game When the Ath lost their 
with credit. outside half to injury 

The opposition Jack assumed the role, 

coaches and the referee kicking penalties to 
praised the team for their touch and drop kicking to 
never say die spirit, convert Tom Anthony’s 
refusing to let their heads try. 
drop and competing right Despite the loss, 
until the final whistle. coaches Paul Obbard and 
They mentioned a few Mike Groom were 
Athletic players for their pleased with certain 
full-blown commitment, aspects of their side’s 
in particular centre play, stating it is very 
Thomas Anthony who much a learning curve at 
scored the Athletic’s try this stage of their 
from an interception, introduction to youth 
open side flanker Sion rugby. 

Vigus for his tackling, They were particularly 
No 8 Louis King made pleased with the attitude 
good yardage with and commitment of the 
determined runs, while whole team, which will 
props Teo Fillis and serve them well in their 
captain Ellis Bull next two seasons of 
scrummaged strongly. youth rugby. 

The Athletic and The team showed 
opposition coaches great character to bounce 
singled out Athletic back the following week, 
hooker Jack Obbard for on January 20, with an 
the man of match award excellent 33-15 away 
for his all-round play. victory at Blues OC 
The youngster was all region side Llanharan in 
. AB 


Ath’s gratitude 
to their long¬ 
time sponsors 



and are current Maltese 
internationals. 

Dan has made 189 
senior Athletic 

appearances, while 


Simon Apsee & son Rhodri of JH Apsee & 
Sons Removals & Storage Specialists. 
BRIDGEND Younger son Simon, 
Athletic RFC are now the principle in the 

once again grateful “"W- P^yed back 
, ° ,, row for the Athletic and 

to Simon Apsee of Bridgend. 

JH Apsee & Sons, Their sons Dan (No 8) 
removals & storage & Rhodri (prop) have 
specialists for also represented the 

sponsoring their Athletic and Bridgend 
recent fixture with 
Waunarlwydd at 
the Morganstone 
Brewery Field. 

Simon and his Rhodri has made 62, 
company have been including a recent permit 
involved with the game for the Ravens 
Athletic across the 40- against Ammanford, 
plus years that they have Sponsors like the 
been trading and are the Apsees have allowed 
longest contributing Bridgend Athletic to 
Athletic club sponsors, thrive and, since its 
They also sponsored this formation in 1972, 
season’s all-weather suits provide rugby for over 
for substitutes. 400 players weekly, from 

Grandfather John under-7s to youth and 
Apsee, founder of the senior level, 
business, became This support has been 

involved with the vital in seeing many 
Athletic when his eldest Welsh youth and senior 
son, current head coach Welsh caps emerge from 
John, played in the youth its base, as well as two 
in 1977 before British Lions in a great 
representing Maesteg, success story over the 
Bridgend and Wales B at last 45 years, 
centre. AB 


Phoenix beat the weather 
and go top of the league 



WITH most local 
rugby decimated 
by the foul weather 
of late, Pencoed 
Phoenix took the 
opportunity to play 
on the new 4G 
pitch at Coity, and 
their hard-fought 
19-7 win over 
Haverdfordwest 
ladies took them to 
the top of National 
League Division 1. 

For most of the first 
half territorial 
exchanges were fairly 
even though Phoenix 
did cross the visitors’ 
line on two occasions 
only to be denied for 
technical offences 
before Haverfordwest 
opened the scoring. 

A sweeping counter¬ 
attack saw centre 
Stephanie Harris race 
over at the posts, Hollie 
Cousens adding the 
extras. 

With the opening 
half drawing to a close 
Phoenix hit back, 
Charlotte Mundy 
playing at No8 showed 
good feet to step a 
defender and the 
visitors’ defence was 
caught flat, Mundy 
breaking from some 35 
metres to score at the 
posts. 

Leanne Burnell 
added the conversion 
and the interval arrived 
with the sides at 7-7. 

New mums 
Stephanie Edmunds 
and Lowri O’Raw, 
returning to the 
Phoenix fold, were no 
doubt glad of the 
respite! 

Play during the third 
quarter remained fairly 


even with both sides 
threatening to go ahead. 

The Phoenix scrum 
was now gradually 
starting to get on top 
and the visitors were 
driven off their own 
ball on two occasions 
and were on the back 
foot at most scrums. 

Into the final quarter 
Phoenix took the lead, 
moving the ball wide to 
Hannah Seward tight to 
the left hand touchline. 
She initially fended off 
two defenders before 
showing her pace from 
30 metres out to score a 
fine try in the corner. 

Within minutes 
Phoenix increased their 
lead. Burnell, playing 
at outside half, 


capitalised on her 
pack’s effort at a scrum 
by charging down her 
opposite number’s 
attempted clearance to 
win the race for the 
touchdown before 
adding the conversion. 

Despite a few late 
forays by the visitors, 
Phoenix ran out 
deserved 19-7 winners, 
based on a strong 
second half effort by 
their pack. 

Prominent in the 
forward effort was the 
outstanding Rose 
Lubin, with O’Raw, 
Rachel Jones and Elleri 
Harries Thomas also to 
the fore. 

For Haverfordwest, 
No8 Nina Culbill and 


centre Stephanie Harris 
were a constant threat 
with their strong 
running and they were 
chosen by Phoenix as 
the visitors’ players of 
the match. 

Leanne Burnell and 
Rose Lubin were 
chosen as Phoenix 
players of the match by 
the visitors. 

With the Six Nations 
now imminent, 

Pencoed Phoenix will 
look to play a friendly 
match if possible on 
February 4. Any teams 
wanting to play should 
contact team manager 
Michele Halse on 
07709 073912. 

TR 


Got a sports story? Then get 
in touch with us - email 

sport@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Tie, Thity T((dJ SIMULATORS 
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„ as football, rugby and foot golfare also available. pints and enjoy an hour on our 

- ® T&C’s apply. State-of-the-Art Simulators. 
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(Option 2) or email sales(a)cottrellpark.com 
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SPOOKTACULAR! See more pictures by Malcolm Nugent 
(and Philip Irwin's review) of Porthcawl Comprehensive's 
Phantom of the Opera on pages 7 and 17. 


Bus stop 

BCBC sharpens 
their axe... AND 
COULD CUT NINE 
LOCAL ROUTES 


CASH available to 
support bus services 
in Bridgend county 
borough has been 
reduced by almost 
£200,000 due to 
budget cuts, and the 
council is asking 
residents to 

comment and 
consult on where 
the axe will fall. 

A spokesman for 


Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC) told The GEM 
that, during 2017/18 the 
council spent more than 
£614,000 supporting bus 
services that wouldn’t 
otherwise be 

commercially viable. 

But, as the council 
attempts to tackle multi¬ 
million-pound shortfalls 
in the amount of funding 
it receives, its budget for 
subsiding bus services is 


JCP Solicitors and 
Glamorgan Law merged 
on 25 April 2017 

Our services include: 

• Accident & Injury 

• Buying & Selling Property 

• Family & Divorce 

• Property & Land Disputes 

• Rural Affairs 

• Services for Business 

• Wills & Probate 

Get in touch on 01446 771 742 
orlaw@jcpsolicitors.co.uk 

\ ^JCP Solicitors 
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due to drop to £426,000 
for 2018/19. 

As a result, the 
council is proposing to 
withdraw its funding for 
nine bus services: 

• No 51 - Bridgend to 

Oaklands Road 

(Easyway) 

• No 803 - Danygraig 
to Porthcawl (Easyway) 

• No 61 - Nottage to 
Porthcawl (Peyton 
Travel) 

• No 81 - Bridgend to 
Pen-y-Fai via Brackla 
and Coity (Easyway) 

• No 68/69 - 

Bridgend to Cefn Glas 
(First Cymru) 

• No 52 - Bridgend to 
Broadlands (Easyway) 

• No 63B - Bridgend 
to Porthcawl (First 
Cymru) 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 10 


ROBBERY COUPLE FROM 
PONTYCYMER ARE JAILED 


A COUPLE who were involved in 
a knifepoint robbery at a takeaway 
laughed and shouted in the dock at 
Cardiff Crown Court when they 
were sent to prison, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

Calvin Dawe (29) and Kirsty Hodgson 
(27), both of High Street, Pontycymmer, 
admitted robbery and possessing an 
offensive weapon. Hodgson also admitted 
common assault. 

She was jailed for three years, 10 months 
and Dawe for three years, eight months. 

The incident occurred at a takeaway in 
Oxford Street, Pontycymmer, on the night 


of December 10, said prosecutor John 
Warren. 

Hodgson had once been employed by the 
victim, Mohammed Sofan. Dawe walked 
in, he said, and shouted: “You bloody 
foreigners, taking all our money” and 
Hodgson tried to get behind the counter. 
Both defendants were drunk. 

Dawe produced a knife and as Mr Sofan 
attempted to call the police, Hodgson 
grabbed his phone. 

While all this was going on, Hodgson 
took £333 pounds from his till, and the pair 
made off. 

Dawe punched Nanu Miah, another 
employee, bruising his eye. He filmed the 
incident on his phone to help the police in 


their investigation. 

When arrested, Hodgson said: 
“Robbery? You’re having an ****ing 
laugh.” 

At one point, she spat in an officer’s 
face. 

Dawe, the court heard, had convictions 
for 40 offences and, said Mr Warren, he had 
been out of prison for only 20 days at the 
time of the robbery. 

Hodgson had five previous convictions, 
including a street robbery. 

Peter Donnison, for Dawe, said his client 
had problems with drink and drugs and 
Byron Broadstock for Hodgson, said that 
she had been involved in a pay dispute and 
had been desperate for money. 
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Wartime 

Bridgend 

Return visit of 
Monty and Winston 


AFTER the first 
Wartime Bridgend 
event last June, the 
Town Council is 
pleased to 
announce that the 
second wartime- 
themed event will 
take place on 
Saturday, June 16. 

This year is a special 
year in military terms 
with the centenary of the 
cessation of the First 
World War, and the 
centenary of the Royal 
Air Force being 
established. 

It will also see the 
completion of the 
Military Heritage 
Walkway in Bridgend 
Town Centre; and the 
‘Street Soldier’ 
silhouette initiative in 
three locations to mark 
World War 1. 

At the first event, the 
replica Spitfire aircraft 
in Dunraven Place was a 
huge attraction and this 
year it is planned to 
display another historic 
aircraft; details to be 
revealed. 

Over 30 display stalls 
have been booked and a 
‘1940s heritage-style 
street market’ is being 
planned. 

Winston Churchill 
and Monty will be on 
hand to rally the forces 
and George Formby and 
other entertainers will be 
boosting spirits and 
morale. 

A Home Guard 
‘Dad’s Army’ group of 
re-enactors will be 
displaying their skills 
and Enigma code 
breaking will be 
explained in detail. 

Children can see the 
school life period games 


and lessons, and Mr 
Punch will be on hand 
to show Herr Hitler 
where he gets off in 
traditional British 
entertainment style. 

Bridgend 

‘allotmenteers’ will be 
Digging For Victory and 
military vehicles will be 
on display, as will much 
more. 

A council 
spokesperson said: 

“June 16 should go 
down in everybody’s 
diary as a date not to be 
missed. 

“Porthcawl has its 
annual Elvis Festival, 
which is known 
throughout the UK and 
beyond. Bridgend is 
now beginning to 
establish an annual 
event that can attract 
visitors from far and 
wide. There are very 
few similar wartime 
events held across the 
UK, so Bridgend is 
blazing a trail.”. 

Any local residents 
who have wartime 
artefacts or material for 
display, or would like to 
dress up in 1940s 
costume and be part of 
the team of re-enactors 
on the day are most 
welcome to contact 
Bridgend Town Council 
on 01656 815757 and 
offer their services 
which will become part 
of the event. 

Bridgend town centre 
(Dunraven Place and 
Wyndham Street) on 
Saturday, June 16 
between 10am-4pm. 

BS 


Civic charities 
enjoy outing 
to pantomime 


ON January 3 the 
Civic Charity 
committee members 
and many other 
charity members in 
the county borough 
of Bridgend, and 
friends, met at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl to see the 
pantomime 
Cinderella. 

This was a treat that 
had been patiently waited 
for and all who attended 
had a wonderful time. A 
warm welcome was 
given by the manager 
and staff of the Grand 
Pavilion, with everyone 
made comfortable for a 
great evening. 

The money raised at 
this event was for the 
Civic Charity Appeals 
Fund, for the Mayor of 
the County Borough of 
Bridgend and the Mayor 
of Porthcawl Town 
charities. 

The chosen charities 
will benefit from a share 
of £1,200. A big thank 
you to the Pavilion staff 
for all the attention and 
help given on the night. 

On January 14, the 
Civic Charity appeals 
committee arranged a 
post-Christmas lunch at 
the Hi-Tide Inn, 
Porthcawl and the guest 
speaker was Beti George, 
television producer with 
BBC Wales and S4C. 

The management and 
staff at the Hi-Tide Inn 
gave a wonderful warm 
welcome, attention, first 
class service and 
outstanding food that 
everyone really enjoyed. 

After the enjoyable 
meal, Heidi Bennett, 
chief executive officer at 
Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations 
introduced Beti George 
who spoke on 
‘campaigning for better 
dementia care’. 

Beti George lost her 
partner to Alzheimer’s 
disease in April 2017. 
She told us how she 
misses him. But the 


main focus of her address 
was the revolution that is 
needed in dementia care. 
She called dementia the 
‘Cinderella of diseases’, 
although it costs the UK 
£26 billion pounds a 
year. 

In Wales there are 
more than 45,000 people 
living with dementia, and 
unpaid family carers 
contribute two thirds of 
the cost of care. 

Beti talked about the 
overwhelming response 
she’s had to the BBC 
programme, David and 
Beti: Lost For Words 
which was broadcast in 
March 2017. It touched a 
nerve she said, with 
hundreds of letters and 
emails and social media 
comments thanking her 
for campaigning and 
calling for better support 
for family carers. 

She was adamant that 
dementia should be 
treated as a physical 
disease like cancer or 
heart disease and the care 
should be free, which it 
isn’t at present. 

Beti called on 
politicians of all parties 
to stop squabbling and 
work together to sort out 
social and dementia care 
problems once and for 
all. 

Everybody thoroughly 
enjoyed the speaker and 
the function, venue and 
company in a well 
presented room for the 
occasion. The charity 
will benefit by £200 from 
the event. 

The next event is a 
lunch at the Great House 
Hotel and Restaurant, 
Laleston on Friday, 
February 9 at 12pm for 
lpm with special guests 
John and Rhys Tougher 
of Ty Tanglwyst Farm, 
Pyle: ‘Ty Tanglwyst 
Dairy - The Story so 
Far’. Tickets £21. 

For further 

information and to 
reserve tickets call M 
Major on 01656 651491 
or M Thomas on 01656 
871439. 

AS 


Got a story? Then get 
in touch with us - email 

editorial@glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 

or call 01446 774484 


Willow-weaving 
on menu for 
Soroptimists 



President Eurwen with guest 
speaker Mel Bastier. 

BRIDGEND held in Ewenny and 
Soroptimist Club anyone interested in 
held its annual New Naming more would be 

Year Luncheon on vei ^ welc «'"' e ' 

t ~ . m. The club meets at The 

January 24 at The He ronston Hotel and the 
Heronston Hotel. next business meeting 
Members enjoyed an will take place 
excellent meal and were Wednesday, February 14 
joined by Mel Bastier of at 7 i 5 pm 
Out To Learn Willow, Qn February 28 a 

who gave a fascinating meeting wm be 

presentation on her skills u JY ^ , c . +l _ 

working with willow. 

Mel brought 
various examples of her 
extensive range, 

explaining the exacting 
process involved in 
achieving the finished 


held at 6.15pm when the 
fllrmp s uest speaker will be 
- * Steve Gorwill who will 

speak on his many years 
in the South Wales 
Police. 

Find more information 
article and revealed she on Soroptimist 

sources her supplies of International at 

willow from the sibridgendsecretary@hot 
Somerset levels. Her mail.co.uk. 
regular workshops are Eileen Bayley 


More SUSSED 
volunteers wanted 


ARE you looking to 
make new friends, 
to increase your 
confidence, or to 
enhance your CV? 

Community 
Cooperative SUSSED 
are looking for 
enthusiastic, friendly and 
reliable individuals, to 
work in our community 
shop, SUSSED, for a 
morning or an afternoon. 
You would be helping 
customers purchase both 
Fairtrade and eco- 
friendly items, as well as 
locally sourced goods. 

The project supports 
people who want to make 
ethical choices and adds 
to the range of 
independent shops in 
Porthcawl - vital to 
maintain a diverse high 
street and strengthen the 
local economy. 

SUSSED also 

collaborates with charity 
Sustainable Wales, their 
developing local 


renewable energy 

campaign, Bridgend 

Fairtrade Partnership, the 
‘pop-up cafe’ and various 
events in the Green 
Room. 

Training 
provided 
procedures 
relations, 

administration etc, 
friendly team 


will be 
a shop 
customer 
r office 
The 
of 

volunteers are of all ages 
and work a morning or 
afternoon shift. 

As a volunteer, you 
will become a member of 
the cooperative 

SUSSED, which will 
entitle you to a 10 per 
cent discount (except on 
food, local and toiletries) 
as well as a say on how 
SUSSED operates and 
grows, at AGMs and 
volunteer meetings. 

Contact Margaret on 
01656 783962 or email: 
mm@ sustainable wales.o 
rg.uk. 


Defibrillators 
in your area 
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WELSH HEARTS 
(CALONNAU CYMRU 

THE HEART CHARITY FOR WALES 
ELUSEN Y GALON DROS GYMRU 


Bridgend Athletic RFC, 12 Ewenny Rd, 
Bridgend, CF31 3HP 
Bridgend Foot Clinic, 5 Nolton Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 1BX 

Bridgend Masonic Lodge, Coy church Road, 
Bridgend, CF31 2AP 

Bridgend Office Furniture, Tower House, 
Tower Close, Bridgend, CF31 3TH 
Brynteg Comprehensive School, Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend, CF31 3ER 

Mrs Ann Harrison-Power, Channel View, 
Cwmberri, Coity, Bridgend, CF35 6 BT 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, 

201 New Rd, Porthcawl, CF36 5BN 

Porthcawl Masonic Lodge, Masonic Hall, New 

Rd, Porthcawl, CF36 5DG 

Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club, Waun-y-mer Kenfig, 

Bridgend, CF33 4PU 

Grove Golf Club, Porthcawl, CF33 4RP 

Bridgend Mercedes Benz, Old Field Road, 

Pencoed, CF35 5LJ 

Smyrna Baptist Chapel, Vestry (Hall) Heol 
Eglwys, Pen-y-fai, Bridgend, CF31 4LY 

Information supplied www.welshhearts.org. 


WI back for 2018 


THE first meeting of 2018 for Pen-y-Fai 
WI started with the collection of annual 
subscriptions. 

Everyone was welcomed back by president 
Angela Smith and a summary of forthcoming events 
was read out. A quiz in three parts was given to 
teams of members, which proved to be quite 
challenging. 

The following week, members visited the 
Fountain Inn in Aberkenfig for their annual dinner. 
The three course meal was excellent, and thanks 
were given to the staff by Margaret Williams. 
Entertainment was provided by Bill Bennet singing 
songs of the crooners. 

The next event takes place on February 14 and 
will be a luncheon club meal at the Sycamore Tree 
Inn, Colwinston. 

The next meeting will be on February 19, when 
the speaker will be Rhian Morgan on the application 
of DNA testing in solving crime. 
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HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 8) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

01 Thur 

06.54 

10.3 

19.21 

10.4 

02 Fri 

07.41 

10.6 

20.08 

10.5 

03 Sat 

08.27 

10.5 

20.49 

10.3 

04 Sun 

09.11 

10.2 

21.28 

9.9 

05 Mon 

9.51 

9.7 

22.09 

9.4 

06 Tues 

10.28 

9.3 

22.51 

8.8 

07 Wed 

11.12 

8.4 

23.34 

8.2 

08 Thur 

11.59 

7.9 

While The GEM 


makes every effort to check the accuracy of tide 
tables, we recommend that anyone putting out to sea, 
or walking in an area where they could be cut off, 
should check with a tide table specific to their 
location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call Gareth Jamieson on 01446 
774484. All complaints will be fully investigated. If 
you are not satisfied with the outcome, you may 
wish to contact IPSO, Gate House, I Farringdon 
Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

































HOLOCAUST Memorial Day was 
marked in Bridgend with an event to 
remember the victims of the Holocaust, in 
which six million Jews were murdered, 
and subsequent genocides. 

Holocaust Memorial Day, which is on January 27, 
marks the day in 1945 when the concentration camp 
at Auschwitz was liberated by the Red Army. 

Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC) 
organised the event in partnership with Bridgend 
College, and it was held in the Sony Theatre. It 
welcomed more 160 people to remember the 
millions murdered in the Holocaust and genocides in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 

Special guest was Eric Murangwa Eugene, a 
former Rwandan international football player, and 
later a survivor of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 

Murangwa lost 35 members of his family in the 
genocide, in which up to one million Rwandans were 
murdered. 

Now a genocide education campaigner, 
Murangwa has a self-proclaimed mission to make 
sport an integral part of the Rwandan reconciliation 
and reconstruction process by ensuring sport is used 
for social change and life skills, as well as for 
leisure. 

Rabbi Michoel Rose from Cardiff United 
Synagogue provided a Jewish prayer and pupils 
from local schools read poems and a life story by 
Rennie Inow. 

Attendees were also invited to write their thoughts 
on a postcard as part of this year’s theme - ‘The 


Eric Murangwa Eugene (right) was joined 
by Cllr Pam Davies, the mayor of 
Bridgend County Borough, at the event 
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. 

Power of Words.’ These will be sent to Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust. 

GEM note: Eric Murangwa Eugene, the founder 
and Executive Managing Officer of Football for 
Hope Peace and Unity (FHPU Enterprise) and 
Survivors Tribune, was awarded an MBE in the 
Queen’s New Year’s Honours list for his services to 
the Awareness and Education of Genocide against 
the Tutsi of Rwanda. 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
is observed in Bridgend 


Award winning Indian sub continental cuisine 
Restaurant & Takeaway 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £9.50pp 

Mon -Thurs 5.30-7pm 
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2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pmTAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 

SUNDAY BANQUET 

5 COURSES £9.95pp 
Midday - 9pm 

Tel: 01446 771682 01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 

2014Tiffin Cup Finalist • Certificate of Excellence • Trip Advisor 
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School (and pupil Lowri) are 
praised for charity fundraising 



MACMILLAN 
Cancer Support’s 
chief executive, 
Lynda Thomas, 
visited a Cowbridge 
school during her 
visit to Wales to 
thank them for 
their fantastic 
fundraising. 

Ms Thomas visited 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
on January 26 to support 
a charity walk organised 
by pupil Lowri Parsons. 

Lowri (13), from 
Pencoed, was given 
Macmillan’s Young 
Fundraising Champion 
Award for Wales last 
year for her dedication 
to fundraising for the 
charity. 

In addition to the 
walk, the teenager 
organised a quiz, a 
coffee morning and held 
bucket collections for 
Macmillan, who 
supported her 
grandfather before he 
died of lung cancer a 
year ago. 

Pupils from years 7, 8 
and 9 took part in the 
fundraising walk, while 
other pupils organised a 
Macmillan bake sale. 

Lynda, who is from 
Porthcawl originally, 
supported the event as 
part of her visit to Wales 
to meet supporters and 
Macmillan professionals. 
She said: “I was so 
pleased to visit 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
and to see the fantastic 
fundraising event our 
Young Fundraising 
Champion Lowri’s 
organised again for 
Macmillan. 

“I’d like to say a big 
thank you to the staff 
and pupils for their 
brilliant support, which 
will help Macmillan 


improve the lives of 
people living with 
cancer and their loved 
ones.” 

Lowri Parsons said: “I 
wanted to organise an 
event that all my friends 
and peers could get 
involved in and have fun 
while raising money at 
the same time.” 

Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
headteacher Debra 
Thomas said: “We are 
proud that our young 
people show great 
empathy, care and 
commitment by leading 
events and activities to 
raise funds for worthy 
causes. 

“Lowri is an 
inspirational young lady 
and I am delighted that 
her endeavours have 
been acknowledged by 
Macmillan by being 
awarded the Champion 
Award for Wales." 

Nicola Newhams, 
Macmillan’s Fundraising 
Manager for the area, 
said: “It never ceases to 
amaze and inspire me 
just how fantastic our 
supporters are. 

“Ninety-nine per cent 
of the money that we 
raise comes from the 
general public, so it is 
only through the 
generosity of supporters 
like Lowri and the staff 
and pupils at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive school 
that we are able to 
continue to be there 
when we are needed 
most.” 

For information or 
support call the 
Macmillan Support Line 
free on 0808 808 0000 
(9am to 8pm Monday to 
Friday) or visit 
macmillan .org .uk. 

To get involved with 
fundraising for 
Macmillan like Lowri, 
call 0300 100 2000. 


War games 

A LAN THORNE (GEM Letters, 
January 18) is highly unlikely to 
find any evidence for an organised 
football match (complete with referee) in 
No-Man’s Land during the World War 
One Christmas truces. 

The spontaneity and often short-lived nature of 
these ceasefires, plus the war-scarred nature of the 
ground, would surely have precluded this from 
happening. 

I suspect that if a football was produced, what 
resulted was a ‘kickabout’, similar to the activity I 
witnessed as a boy on the local green just after 3pm 
on Sundays when the men came out of the nearby 
pub! 

Football, yes, but not under Football Association 
rules. 

Steve Monaghan, Cardiff. 


Valentine’s Day 
dance aims to 
help support Jade 


THE GEM has been 
following Jade 
Owen’s progress 
over the last couple 
of years as friends 
have fundraised for 
an operation to 
enable her to walk. 

A member of the 
fundraising team, 

Gordon Trigg, has 
supplied the following 
update: 

We are now pleased to 
announce that a 
fundraising dance will be 
held for Jade Elizabeth 
Owen to celebrate 2018 
Valentine’s Day. 

The dance will be held 
from 7.30pm until late on 
Saturday, February 10 at 
Barry Rugby Football 
Club, Merthyr Dyfan 
Road, Barry. 

As well as raffles, 
there will be prizes for 
the best dressed, best 
dancer, etc. Ticket prices 
are only £5 single or £8 
double - bring your 
friends. 

You can reserve your 
ticket by contacting Jade 
through her Facebook 
page at Jadeelizabeth 
Owen. Even if you 
cannot join the party, 
then it is possible to help 
Jade’s cause by making a 
donation at 

www.gofundme .com/jade 
-wish-to-walk. 

More details are 
available at 

www.facebook.com/event 





Jade Owen is 
fundraising for her 
second operation to 
help her walk. 

s/1540170209431917/ 
Jade has already had 
one operation in St 
Louis, USA, the first 
stage of a two-operation 
procedure to help her 
overcome her cerebral 
palsy and enable her to 
walk. 

She has been 
undergoing intensive 
physiotherapy for the last 
year and her dedication 
and hard work means 
that she can now stand 
with the aid of her leg 
braces. 

Jade also has a special 
walking frame to help 
her strengthen her 
muscles by walking. 

The date of the second 
operation has been 
provisionally set for mid- 
2018 but this does 
depend on her raising at 
least another £35,000 in 
six months - an 
unenviable task. 

The centre of world 
excellence for Jade’s 


condition is in St Louis, 
Missouri, where Dr Parks 
performs an operation 
called Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy (SDR). He 
has given the go-ahead 
for Jade’s second 
operation this year. 

Despite all the good 
news, the fundraising 
must continue in earnest 
in order to fund the 
extensive physio and the 
second operation. Jade 
and her family remain 
optimistic and positive 
and send their thanks to 
all those who have made 
contributions, big or 
small. 

Jade’s efforts to 
improve in her college 
studies and her physical 
well-being are exemplary 
and set a good example 
to all those who walk, 
run and dance without a 
second thought. 

Please give generously 
to help Jade achieve her 
dream to walk. She 
dearly wants to dance at 
her Valentine’s party in 
2019. 

Jade’s dream is 
something that most of 
us accept without 
thinking. 

Why not give it that 
thought, dig deep and 
make a donation to the 
fundraising - you can 
also go to the dance and 
have a great evening. Be 
positive and be part of 
Jade’s dream. 

GT 


Youth Speaks in Maesteg 



Competitors Lowri Davies, Ellie Mulling, Dylan York, 
Isabelle York and Abbie Grant. 


TWO teams from Maesteg 
Comprehensive School, 

sponsored by Maesteg Rotary 
club, competed at the area final 
held at Cwm Tawe Community 
School. 


Although performing extremely 
well they were not put forward for the 
district final on this occasion. Taylor 
Mordecai won the best vote of thanks 
for the senior group, but had to leave 
early for a swimming exam, and is 
missing from the photograph. 


ROAD SAFETY 
CAMPAIGNER 
IN COURT AFTER 
‘DRIVING CAR 
AT LOVE RIVAL’ 


A road safety 
campaigner mowed 
down a love rival in 
his car after finding 
out he was having 
an affair with his 
wife, a court heard. 

Liberal Democrat 
councillor Ian Spiller, 36, 
is accused of accelerating 
to mount a kerb towards 
Karl Davies, 39, after 
seeing him walking 
along a pavement with 
Mr Spiller’s wife. 

The court heard father- 
of-two Spiller allegedly 
revved his Audi A5 
towards Mr Davies after 
seeing the couple 
together. 

Spiller and wife Vicky, 
35, had been married for 
10 years before splitting 
up, but the pair still lived 
in the same home. 

Prosecutor Chris¬ 
topher Rees said Spiller - 
who led a campaign for 
road safety in 
Broadlands - drove at his 
victim after becoming 
jealous after she met the 
new man. 

Mr Rees said: “Mr 
Davies remembers 
nothing more than a 
white flash and a scream. 

“Mrs Spiller noticed 
that her husband’s car 
was driving behind them 
at what she thought was 
some speed. 

“Spiller deliberately 
mounted the pavement to 
drive at Mr Davies, the 
man he had just found 
out was having an affair 
with his wife.” 

The court heard 
Spiller allegedly used an 



Ian Spiller. 

app to access all of his 
wife’s texts - and track 
down their location 
before running Mr 
Davies down with his 
car. 

Newport Crown Court 
heard Mr Davies was 
knocked unconscious 
and suffered a fractured 
skull. 

Mr Rees said: “Spiller 
had contacted Mrs 
Spiller and told her that 
he was now aware that 
they were having a 
sexual affair. 

“That was his belief. 
Apparently he 

downloaded some sort of 
app which allowed him 
to get access to Mrs 
Spiller’s texts.” 

The court heard 
Spiller - who served as a 
LibDem member on 
Laleston Community 
Council in Bridgend - 
drove the car at Mr 
Davies on February 11, 
2017. 

Mr Rees said: “Mrs 
Spiller’s account is that 


the car hit and pushed 
him into some bushes a 
couple of feet behind 
him. 

“Spiller then reversed 
the car and as he did so, 
Mr Davies punched the 
side passenger window - 
he had been deliberately 
driven into. 

“Spiller continued to 
drive away and Mr 
Davies was being 
dragged on the road.” 

The court heard Mr 
Davies was left 
unconscious on the floor, 
“blowing bubbles from 
his mouth” after being hit 
on the roadside in 
Bridgend. 

Mr Spiller told police 
he did not deliberately 
target Mr Davies, and he 
was forced to swerve to 
avoid him when he was 
driving along the road. 

Spiller - whose sister- 
in-law was in the front 
passenger seat - said Mr 
Davies grabbed her by 
the throat and he revved 
the car to get away from 
him. 

Spiller started a group 
called the ‘A48: Make It 
Safe campaign’, after a 
16-year-old schoolboy 
was hit by a motorbike 
and killed on the A48 
near Broadlands. 

Spiller, of Bridgend, 
denies dangerous driving 
and causing serious 
injury by dangerous 
driving. 

The trial continues. 

REPORT BY 
WALES NEWS 
SERVICE 


Into the woods... 



DO you love the great outdoors 
and enjoy meeting new people? 

If so, then why not join Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s countryside 
team on one (or all) of their woodland 
management volunteering events this 
February. 

The volunteering events will take 
place at the following Local Nature 
Reserves (LNRs) around Bridgend - 
Tremains Wood, Brackla (CF31 2NL) 
at 10am on February 2: Tremains 
Wood is a lowland mixed broadleaved 
woodland situated in the middle of the 
Brackla housing development. Enjoy 
an accessible rural haven that shelters 
you from the hustle and bustle of our 
modern lives. Tremains Wood is 
family-friendly and it’s a perfect place 
for children to explore the meandering 


pathways leading through the 
woodland. 

Frog Pond Wood, Pyle (CF33 6BL) 
at 10am on February 9 and February 
16: Frog Pond Wood is a hidden gem. 
It’s a great place for a short walk with 
the family and you’ll feel as though 
you’re in the heart of the Welsh 
countryside, even though the 
woodland backs on to an industrial 
estate. It is mainly mixed oak/ash 
woodland but also has a pond and 
some wetland areas. 

For further information about the 
volunteering events, call Brian on 
07824 504819 or email: 

brian .jones @keepwalestidy.cymru. 

You can also visit 

www.naturalneighbourhoods .com for 
more information about these and 
other volunteering opportunities. WC 
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St Clare’s help look after 
the planet with beach clean 



AS anyone who has watched Blue Planet 
will know, at least eight million tonnes of 
plastic are dumped in the oceans every 
year where it chokes, entangles and 
poisons marine life. 

St Clare’s School in Newton on the outskirts of 
Porthcawl decided to help clean up the plastic 
waste we unfortunately now find in our oceans and 
on all of our beaches/coastal areas due to modem 
day living. 

Despite gloomy grey skies, the year-11 students 
armed with litter-pickers had a very successful 
clean-up and collected 12 bags of mbbish as well 
as a big fishing crate, all of which had washed up 
onto Newton Beach after the last few weeks of 
unusually heavy storms. 

A spokeswoman said: “St Clare’s takes its social 
responsibility very seriously and outdoor learning 
is important to the wellbeing of our pupils from 
our nursery to sixth form. 

“We’re very fortunate to be so close to the 
glorious Heritage coastline and it’s crucial that we 


all play a part in taking care of it. 

“A spirit of adventure and a creative, intuitive 
approach inspires our learning and yields superb 
academic and other results. 

“We help our students to better understand the 
links between the personal and the wider 
community, whether local or global, and we are 
very proud to belong to Cognita, a worldwide 
group of 67 schools in Europe, Latin America and 
South-East Asia.” 


ST DAVID’S DAY 
CONCERT 

THE Maesteg Male Voice Choir will perform on 
March 3 at the Bethel Community Church 
compered by Huw Thomas. 

Guest choir Cor Merched Cwm Lynfi will feature. 

Tickets £5 from Philip Bevan-Jones on 07799 
335599 or Gerwyn Thomas on 01656 735305, or 
indeed any choir member. 


Independent Hearing Practice 
& Earwax Removal Clinic 





SCOTTWROE 

Hearing Centre 

Established since 1988 

For advice on every Leading 
brand and model from a 
Leading independent family 
practice. 

We provide a truLy personal 
service and aftercare, 
all of which come with a 
competitive pricing 
structure and 
comprehensive aftercare 
service. 


FuLLy equipped MicroSuction earwax removal clinic. 

Contact 02920 707760 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 

10 Royal Buildings, Penarth, CF64 3ED 


b 


Keltic fires 


A WARM W£L< 


• Gas, Electric & Solid Fuel Fires 

• Solid Timber Beams & Mantels 

• High Quality Marble & Stone Surrounds 

• Made to measure items 

• Flue Systems 


PREMIER FIRE & FIREPLACE SHOWROOM 







Unit 2, New Street, Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 3UD 

Call 01656 655984 • info@kelticfires.co.uk 

f Keltic Fires LTD ^ @KelticFires 

w w w.kelticfires .co .uk 


OPENING TIMES 


Monday - Thursday: 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Friday: 9.30am - 4pm 
Saturday: 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Sunday: Appointment only 
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What makes 
for an 

‘enchanting’ 
village? 


AS reported in The 
GEM last week, the 
village of 

Colwinston has 
been recognised as 
one of the UK’s 
most community- 
minded villages, 
writes TIM 

CHAPMAN. 

The village is 
currently being featured 
in the TV show Village of 
the Year on Channel 4. 

The series began on 
Monday, January 15, and 
is broadcast at 3pm, 
Monday to Friday, with a 
show every Saturday 
night at 8pm. 

Episodes can still be 
viewed at Channel4.com/ 
by putting in a search for 
‘village of the year’, so 
we won’t spoil the result 
for you. You’ll have to 
watch to find out how far 
Colwinston progressed in 
the competition. 

Local resident Jenny 
Sant contacted The GEM 
to explain the village’s 
involvement in the 
programme and why the 
Channel 4 crew were so 
taken with it. 

Jenny said: “Resident 
Jo Foxall entered the 
village into the 
competition, having 
grown up in the village, 
moved away and now 
returned - like many 
other children of 
Colwinston. 

“Channel 4’s team of 
researchers were 

enchanted by the 
community spirit which 
is quite unique to the 
village. 


“Residents contact 
Father Christmas to 
appear on his sleigh and 
give each child in the 
village a present on 
Christmas Eve. 

“On New Year’s Day 
there is a village football 
match with over 35s 
versus the under 35s, 
followed by a ‘Collyball’ 
competition. Children 
decorate a swede, the 
‘collyball’, with a trophy 
for the best one. 

“Later in the day 
children and adults throw 
their collyball down the 
steep pub hill. The 
furthest wins, with 
several bouncing off the 
walls of a thatched 
cottage at the bottom. 

“Currently we have 
the village panto Trouble 
in Panto Land in the 
village hall starring local 
residents, and in the 
summer the fete brings 
together the various 
clubs and the school on 
floats for a themed 
parade around the 
village. 

“On bonfire night, our 
firework display is a real 
shock for newcomers 
because the locals spend 
all year raising money 
for a magnificent show.” 

And that’s not all, 
throughout the year there 
are sporting and 
community organisations 
such as Colwinston 
Cricket club, the parent 
and toddler group, messy 
church, pub quizzes, 
cinema club, and the WI 
among many others. 
Young and old are kept 
well entertained! 


" INSTALL 


Fabrications Ltd 

Gates, 
Railings, 
Balustrades, 
Fire Escapes 
& Custom 
Steel Work 

I 01446 700611 

§ instaltfabsOhotmal.com 
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From left: Norma Morgan, Alzheimer’s Society; Nigel Beddoe, 
Well pharmacist; Sophie Brown pharmacy assistant. 

Pharmacy offers 
advice about living 
with dementia 


STAFF and volunteers at Well 
Pharmacy in Brackla came 
together last week to provide 
advice to those living with 
dementia, their carers and 
those concerned about 
dementia in their family. 

Pharmacist Nigel Beddoe and 
Alzheimer’s Society support worker 
Norma Morgan from Bridgend were 
on hand to provide expert advice 
around the life-changing condition. 

Norma’s expertise enabled staff and 
visitors to obtain further advice and 
information about how people can help 
those with age-related diseases, 
including dementia, and those who 
care for them. 

Situated in the heart of the 
community, the team at Well Brackla 
in The Triangle provides support for 
those on prescription medications for 
dementia each day, while addressing 
other health concerns around ageing. 

The in-store event is part of a series 
of initiatives by Well Pharmacy 


designed to raise awareness of 
dementia, including fundraising 
activity for the charity. 

The event was attended by many 
community members, with many 
sharing their own experiences and 
challenges of living with dementia. 

Norma Morgan, Alzheimer’s 
Society’s dementia support worker for 
Bridgend, said: “It was a pleasure to be 
invited to work with Well pharmacy to 
deliver today’s event in Brackla. 

“It gave me the opportunity to speak 
directly to members of the community 
who are impacted by dementia, and let 
them know about the resources and 
support available to them. 

“With growing numbers of people 
living with dementia, it is fantastic that 
Well Pharmacy is investing time in 
planning events and activities to help 
support local residents and build 
dementia-friendly communities.” 

To get advice, share experiences and 
connect with the Alzheimer’s Society, 
visit www.alzheimers.org.uk. 

HS 


Emmaus Community 
home celebrates 
second anniversary 


IT was chocolate 
cake all round for 
Companions and 
staff at Emmaus 
South Wales last 
week, to celebrate 
Nant Lais being 
officially open for 
two years. 

Nant Lais, located in 
Cefn Glas Bridgend, was 
opened two years ago 
after extensive 

refurbishment was 
carried out on the former 
Valleys to Coast 
property. 

Since opening, Nant 
Lais has become a home 
for many individuals 
who may have been 
facing homeless and had 
nowhere else to turn. 

The community home 
provides accommodation 
and excellent facilities, 
and also support for 
Companions who need to 
get their lives back on 
track. 

Throughout the two 
years, the community has 
faced some challenges, 
but has also developed in 
many ways. The 
community is almost at 
capacity, with 19 
formerly homeless or 
disadvantaged 
individuals currently 
calling it home. 


A number of the 
Companions have 
completed training 
courses, college courses 
and other qualifications 
in order to achieve their 
goals and aspirations. 

In November last year, 
one of the Emmaus 
Companions paraded in 
the Bridgend 

Remembrance Parade 
laying a wreath on behalf 
of the veterans’ unit. 

Speaking about plans 
for Nant Lais, 
Community Manager 
Audrey Barnett said: 
“Having a full 
community is one of the 
priorities. However, 
ensuring the community 
is a stable and safe 
environment is 

paramount. 

“Therefore, we are 
continuing to carry out 


comprehensive housing 
risk assessments for all 
applicants, taking into 
consideration 
Companions currently 
living in the community. 

“The suitability of the 
community is also 
discussed with 

applicants, to ensure 
Nant Lais meets the 
individuals needs and 
expectations.” 

“The community 
home has really come a 
long way and it’s easy to 
forget where we started. 
Emmaus South Wales 
would like to thank all of 
its customers, supporters 
and organisations for 
their continued support.” 

For more information 
or to donate to Emmaus 
South Wales, visit 
www.emmaus- 
southwales.org.uk. ES 


Work begins 
on new centre 



From left: Dr Sharon Guest; Dr Peter Evans, Dr Romilly Rees, 
Lindsay Morgan and Andrew Davies; with Karen Campbell-Ace 
and Nicola Willis who work for the surgery. 

GPs and healthcare primary care centre. bus routes and will have 

officials have come “Our aim has always 60 parking spaces, a 

together to mark been t0 su PP ort our GP dr °P-° ff P oint and an 

8 , , ,, .... colleagues and ambulance bay making 

me Start ot Duiiaing commiin ity staff to access for patients as 

work on the new provide the best easy as possible. 
Porthcawl primary healthcare possible to the As well as GP services 
and residents of Porthcawl. the purpose-built centre 
“We are one step will be home to a number 
closer and I’d like to of community health 

including 
speech and 
therapy, 
screening 
smoking 
support and 

change and develop, it’s local third sector support 
. , vitally important we have services. 

A new centre is much tbe S p ace anc j facilities to The extra space will 
needed because the main ided a p propr j at e provide room for an on 
Portway Surgery site is £ eatment and services as site pharmacy and 
too. small tor me ioJJUU close tQ the pat i ent ’ s potential opportunities 
patients it cares for and bome as possible.” for additional healthcare 

doesn t otter the The centre, which is services to move into the 
accommodation required due t0 be completed in area and be based at the 
tn modern • - • - — 


care 

community services 
centre 

... thank everyone who has services 
The centre will contribute ^ t0 this podiatry, 
provide local GPs and ject s0 far . A s the language 
community healthcare number of patients mater nity. 
services with extra space contimles t0 gr J w and clinicSj 
and modem facilities to healthcare c0 „ d iti 0 ns cessation 


meet the 
residents. 


needs of 


to deliver 
services. 

In addition, the 
practice has to use 
premises on South Road, 
meaning services are 
split between two sites. 

The accommodation at 
South Road, which is 
shared with community 
services, also falls far 
below the standard 
expected for modern 
healthcare. 

None of these 
buildings could be 
modernised or expanded, 
so in 2015 it was agreed 
to move the practices and 
community services into 
a new purpose-built 
centre on Newton 
Nottage Road, next to 
Meadow Lake. 

At the event, ABMU 
chairman Professor 
Andrew Davies said: 
“I’m very pleased that 
following previous 
difficulties finding an 
appropriate site, work is 
now starting on the new 


spring 2019, is on three centre. 


HS 


Got a story? Then get in 
touch with us - email 

editorial@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
or call 01446 774484 


POLICE SEIZE 
DRUGS IN 
MAESTEG 


POLICE in Maesteg 
have seized what 
they suspect to be 
cannabis, cocaine, a 
weapon and money 
during an operation 
in the past week, 
thanks to tip-offs 
from the public. 

Within the space of 
two days, police acted on 
information to execute a 
warrant at two addresses, 
and also stop a vehicle 
while it was being driven 
in a supermarket car 
park. 

At 8am on January 18, 
officers co-ordinated the 
execution of two 
warrants, one at Blaen 
Caerau Road and another 
at Cymer Hill, because it 
was suspected that 
cannabis was being 
grown. A man and a 
woman were arrested. 

Two days later, 
officers in a police 
vehicle recognised a 
black BMW driving into 
the ASDA car park in 
Pyle at approximately 
11pm. They searched the 


car and seized what is 
suspected to be cocaine, 
cannabis, a small knife 
and cash. A man was 
arrested on suspicion of 
being involved in the 
supply of controlled 
drugs. 

All have since been 
released while officers 
continue their 

investigations. 

Acting Inspector Nick 
Jones, said: “The results 
we have had are as a 
direct result of 
intelligence gathered 
from within the local 
community. Whenever 
we receive information 
we will assess it and 
when the time is right we 
will take action. 

“Anybody with 
information about drug 
dealing in the community 
should have the 
confidence to report it to 
us - they can call via 
101, or if they prefer, 
report it anonymously.” 

Anybody with 

information can call 
Crimestoppers free and 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 
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40th anniversary show highlights 
school’s talent and versatility 




ABOVE: George Neeson, Mitchell Davies, Lucy Vinen and 
Jaydon Jones. BELOW: The ballet chorus. 
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ABOVE: The finale as the Phantom terrorises Raoul (Jack 
Williams) and Christine (Megan Morris). 
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Left to right: Jack Williams, Jaydon Jones, and George Neeson. 


Review by Philip Irwin, photos 


I T sounds like a quiz 
question, but how do you 
get from We Will Rock You 
to Phantom of the Opera in 
one step? 

Well, in the case of Porthcawl 
Comprehensive, you do it with 
talented and versatile young 
performers who don’t rest on their 
laurels but keep looking to improve. 

You also need the school’s drama 
department to take a cool look at the 
talent available and make the right 
choice. The pupils played five 
performances of Phantom at the 
Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl - all sold 
out - and it has given the three lead 
actors, James Evans-Jones, Megan 
Morris (Christine Daae) and Lucy 
Vinen (Carlotta), the chance to 
showcase their excellent voices. 

James and Lucy are both in their 
final year and both are aiming to 
study further in drama and theatre 
studies. As a result of the last three 
years, James can point to leading roles 
as Britney in WWRY, the nerdish 
Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors, 
and now the title role in Phantom. 

That level of versatility should 
impress a few drama colleges. In case 
they are not, then he also throw in his 
position as a soloist for the Welsh 
choir, Only Boys Aloud 

Lor Lucy last year (and Megan) it 
was Ronnettes-style Tamla-influenced 
vocals, followed this year by full on 
opera, and the spontaneous applause 
that broke out during the show - not 
to mention the standing ovation at the 
end - showed just how well it went 
down with the audience. Lucy, in 
particular, was totally comfortable 
with the required operatic warblings. 

Megan, who will be back next year, 
stood up extremely well to what is a 
demanding role, needing stamina, 
acting ability and a good voice, and 
she was excellent. 

Phantom is a show that presents a 
number of challenges. It is a while 
before one of the well-known songs 
makes an appearance (it’s the title 
song, of course) and until then, the 
cast has to do a lot of scene setting. 

Again, the show worked because 
there was plenty of talent on stage to 
make this happen. 

Jack Williams plays Christine’s 
love, Raoul, and he also had a fine 
voice. He has two more years in 
comp, so it will be interesting to see 
how he develops. 

Jaydon Jones and George Neeson 
made a good comedy duo as the 
perpetually worried and confused 
owners of the opera house - a pair 
who had no idea what they were 
taking on when they bought it. 

Mitchell Davies did well as the 
fading opera star Piangi, and he 
showed a good voice in what was a 
comic role - well, comic until he gets 
murdered by the Phantom. 

Carys Morgan played the strict 
opera house ballet coach, Mme Giry, 
very well, and she had a pivotal role 
in holding the plot together, as does 
her daughter, Meg Giry, also well 
played by Carys Mainwairing. 

It would be remiss to not mention 
the ballet chorus, and the school had 
enough dancers to make this 
convincing too. What’s more, the 
orchestra was made up of pupils at the 
school. 

All this effort brought the show to a 
thrilling conclusion, as Christine and 
Raoul were terrorised by the Phantom, 
until Christine breaks through his 
maniacal desire for vengeance - 
leading to the dramatic ending that 
Phantom fans know and love. 

The production team of Mrs Kelly 
Poole (director); Mrs Rhinnon Giles 
(musical director); Miss Rhian 
Thomas (choreographer) and Mr Joe 
Smith (production manager) can all be 
proud of this show. The programme 
doesn’t give a credit for set design, so 
I’m assuming that was down to Mr 


Smith. If I’m wrong about that, then 
say it ain't so, Joe! 

GEM NOTE 

JJ, Lucy and Megan are all taking 
major roles in the Bridgend Youth 
Theatre’s Lebruary production of 
Carousel - also in the Grand Pavilion. 
Lor James, the role of Billy Bigelow 
is very different from the Phantom, 
while Lucy Vinen, as Julie Jordan, 
will be singing the classic ‘If I Loved 
You’ - among others. 

If you enjoyed Phantom, then take 
the chance to catch some of the best 
young talent in Bridgend county 
borough! 

Principal cast: 

THE PHANTOM OP THE 
OPERA - James Evans-Jones: 
CHRISTINE DAAE - Megan Morris; 
CARLOTTA GIUDICELLI - Lucy 
Vinen; VICOMTE RAOUL DE 
CHAGNY - Jack Williams; 
MADAME GIRY - Carys Morgan; 
MEG GIRY - Carys Mainwairing; 
RICHARD FIRMIN - Jaydon Jones; 
MONSIEUR GILLES ANDRE - 
George Neeson; UBALDO PIANGI - 
Mitchell Davies; MONSIEUR 
LEFEVRE - James Grandon; 

JOSEPH BUQUET - Evan Davies; 
AUCTIONEER - Will Foskett; 
MAESTRO REYER- Patrick 
O’Neill; SOLOIST 1 - Elys Davies; 
SOLOIST 2 - Eddy Osborne; 
SOLOIST 3 - Holly Sinclair. 

Cast: Rebecca Adams; Jacob 
Brown; Chelsea Cooper; Karah 
Watkins; Emily James; Angharad 
Thomas; Bethan Jenkins; Rebecca 
Coleman; Charlotte Coleman; Eliza 
Barrett; Millie Fry; Sophie Price; Nia 
Eales; Katie Pickett; Abbi Audsley; 
Jamie Harrowing; Ewan Aitchison- 
Hough; Georgina Andersson; Sophia 
Keepins; Olivia Pownall; Finley 
Hemsley; India Clatworthy; Elodie 
Guillerm; Molly Corthine; Eve 
Manley; Evie Williams; Kelghan 
Dyer; Owen Thomas; Lucia Brown; 
Millie Stables; Beci Senior; Annalise 
Traylor; Sophie Edwards; Amelia 
Jones; Rachel Appleton; Ashleigh 
Phillips; Erin Thomas-Parker; Scarlett 
Jenkins; Ellie Jones; Olivia Bateman; 
Liliana Miller; Orla Danahar; Meg 
McCloy; Rhys Jones; Poppy 
McGlynn and Stella Marks. 

Orchestra 

Woodwind 1 - Lowri Howell; 
Woodwind 2 - Caitlin Adams. 
Woodwind 3 - Isaak Cronje. 
Woodwind 4 - Jenny Weir. 
Woodwind 5 - Lucy Millership. 
Horn 1 - David Wheeler. 

Horn 2 - Laurence Hunt. 

Trumpet 1 - Simon Gray. 

Trumpet 2 - Beth Pickett. 
Trombone - Matthew Pugh. 
Percussion - Sam Williams. 
Keyboard 1 - Richard Davis. 
Keyboard 2 - Isabel Appleton. 
Violins - Helen Williams; Becci 
Goss; Ruth Felton; Imogen Kent; 
Harriet Maine; Nicola Hughes. 

Violas - Sarah Wynne; Jenny 
Tanner. Cellos - Hannah Thomas; 
Daniel Evans. Double Bass - Thomas 
Phillips. 

Production Team 

Director - Mrs Kelly Poole. 
Musical director -Mrs Rhiannon 
Giles. Choreographer - Miss Rhian 
Thomas. Production Manager - Mr 
Joe Smith. Costume - Mrs Lezia 
Davies, Mrs Laura Thompson. 

Stage Manager - Sam Stables. 
Deputy Stage Manager - Mr Robert 
Singer, Max Williams. Assistant 
Stage Managers - Jessica Adams, 
Lauren Slaughter. Costume and 
Makeup - Katie Shears, Megan 
BabbageUauren Hancock. 

Lights - Grand Pavilion. Sound - 
Grand Pavilion. Crew: - Owen 
Jeal; Abbie Perkins; Molly Ashton; 
Charlie Evans; Adam Williams; 
Phoebe Keepins; Zach Powell; Tyler 
Davies; Rhiannon Drummond; Holly 
Barnfield; Kiera Ellis-Stretch. 


ABOVE: The Phantom (James Evans- 
Jones) with Christine (Megan Morris). 

BELOW: The Phantom minus mask. 


by Malcolm Nugent 










Thursday February 1st, 2018 


www.facebook.com/slcimorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 9 


‘Facing up to tough choices over repair 
hill for the Palace of Westminster 9 


A S I have explained many times, I 
love starting a Friday with a visit 
to a school. 

Last Friday I was in Litchard Primary, where the 
whole school assembly was turned into a 
Parliament. 

So much quicker than a political party leadership 
election process: leaders and deputy leaders for the 
government and opposition were chosen, and a 
topic to debate selected. 

The pupils chose the question: Do footballers 
earn too much? 

With only moments to think of arguments the 
debate took off, led by the two party leaders; the 
Speaker called ‘order’, excited pupils stood to 
speak and the deputy party leaders rounded up the 
debate. 

The vote in the two lobbies was perhaps a little 
more chaotic than in Westminster and the two 
tellers failed to bow to the Speaker, but the vote 
was clear. Footballers earn too much. 

Money is the centre of so many debates at 
present. The biggest money debate is coming up in 
Westminster on January 31: should the House of 
Commons agree to fund the repair and renewal of 
the Palace of Westminster? 

A report tells us that the building’s mechanical, 


electrical and public health services could be kept 
functioning, but only with increasing difficulty and 
risk. The report has scary phrases such as, ‘a major 
failure of the existing service infrastructure is 
inevitable’. 

Fire risks are covered with fine words such as, 
‘complicates effective fire compartmentation’. 

There are three options: a rolling programme of 
work with high noise and disruption for 32 years: 
cost £5.7 billion; 

Partial ‘decant’ over 11 years: cost between £3.9 
and £4.4 billion; 

Full decant: Move Parliament out of the 
building for six years, cost between £3.5 and £3.9 
billion. 

I have already described in a previous article, the 
horrors which are hidden from public view in the 
Palace. The rotting stonework, the collapsing 
windows, leaking roofs, gutters and antiquated 
down pipes. 

Don’t start me on the steam systems, gas lines, 
paper pipes and electric wiring which are 
frightening to behold. 

When the old Palace burned down in 1834, the 
architect Charles Barry used stone and iron to 
counter the risk of fire. 

But in designing the interior, Pugin used vast 
quantities of wood to panel the walls and the huge 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes a monthly 
report from 
Westminster 
for The GEM. 



ventilation shafts and floor voids, creating ideal 
conditions for fire and smoke to spread quickly. 

At a time when there are calls for money for the 
NHS, defence and security and Brexit, not to 
mention easing austerity and increasing public 
sector pay, spending billions on the repair and 
restoration of the Palace is no vote winner. 

I intend to vote for the third option. We allowed 
one old Palace of West mi nster to burn down 
already in our history. Last time we were lucky - it 
happened at night when the building was empty. 

If it happened during a vote in the Commons and 
Lords, with the building full of visitors and guests, 

I fear the consequences. 

I don’t need the Palace of Westminster to do my 


It’s all haggis and the White Heather 
Club at the Lions’ Burns Night Supper 



‘Exemplary 
service from 
the NHS’ 


1 WAS recently 
seen by the out 
of hours GP 
service at Princess 
of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend and I was 
immediately 
referred to the 
Acute Medical Unit 
for further 
assessment/treatme 
nt. 

It was like a war zone 
there. Staff were rushed 
off their feet, patients 
were arriving at a pace 
of knots, obviously 
some very sick. 

One ward appeared to 
have strict infection 


control measures in 
place, staff and patients 
were wearing gloves 
and masks. I sat 
watching with a mixture 
of horror and fear. 

However, despite the 
impossible conditions, I 
received exemplary 
care. The staff were 
exhausted but at all 
times, they displayed 
professionalism, 
courtesy and patience. I 
cannot fault them. 

So it saddens me 
when I hear the constant 
criticism aimed at the 
NHS. Yes, it is under 
tremendous strain and 
needs a radical 
overhaul, it would be 
naive to think 


For all the latest news 
from your area - 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


otherwise. 

But is the NHS 
failing us, or are we 
failing the NHS? 

Is it time that we, as 
a nation, started to 
radically change our 
expectations of the 
NHS. 

We need to recognise 
its strengths but we also 
have to accept its 
weaknesses in a less 
critical way. Perhaps if 
our behaviours change - 
if we stop demanding 
and take more 
responsibility for our 
own health - we could 
actually work to support 
the NHS instead of 
draining it. 

Pouring endless 
amounts of money into 
a sink hole is not going 
to make much 
difference. A major shift 
in public attitudes may. 
Andrea Kane-Akers, 
Bridgend. 


PORTHCAWL Lions 
celebrated their Burns 
Night Supper at the 
Hi-Tide Inn, attended 
not only by fellow 
Lions, but members of 
Porthcawl Museum, 
Porthcawl Rotary and 
Porthcawl U3A. 

The Haggis was 
paraded through the 
room led by the Piper, 
John Campbell. The 
president of Porthcawl 
Lions Club, Andrew 
Collier, addressed those 
present with his views on 
Robbie Burns, during 
which he quoted from a 
friend of Porthcawl 
Lions, Niall Ferguson. 

Niall, who spends 
most of his life these 
days in the USA, 
compared Robbie Burns 
with Dylan Thomas and 
the two had much in 
common. 

The standard of the 
dancing led by Jan 
Richards was also the 
subject of some debate, 
however there were no 
casualties. 

Everyone enjoyed the 
evening. A raffle raised 
£179 for Porthcawl 
Museum. A grand event 
organised by Aileen and 
Ian who hosted the 
Robbie Bums supper to 
the appreciation of all 
present. DR 


Maesteg 

choir 

concert 

THE Maesteg Male 
Voice Choir will 
hold a concert in 
the Town Hall, 
Maesteg on May 12 
at 7pm. 

Guest Shan Cothi 
will perform, and the 
compere will be Garry 
Owen. Tickets £10 
from Maesteg Library, 
members of the choir or 
from Maesteg Town 
Hall on 01656 815995. 


job. I can work from a temporary chamber in one 
of the buildings on Whitehall. I need an office, 
computer and telephone access, for myself and 
staff, committee and meeting rooms and a chamber. 

I can do my job if the Palace is closed and the 
work undertaken over six years to restore, renew 
and modernise the facilities to make it work in the 
21st century. 

At present much of the building does not work, 
lifts break down, computers stop working for a few 
hours each week, roofs leak and stones fall. 

The Palace is not just about 650 working MPs. 

It is about how Britain faces the world and how the 
world views us. 

It is an iconic building that should/must be 
preserved and restored. It is about our history, our 
democratic way of life and the site of our 
continuous Parliaments over centuries of turbulent 
history. 

It is an amazing building. The design and 
structure are awe inspiring but very, very, tired. 

I understand the arguments that the public will 
think MPs are voting to spend the money on 
themselves. When we need more money for health 
and defence, both of which I have argued for, why 
should we spend on a building? 

At present, we spend £1 million a day on Brexit. 
The Government has given £1 billion to the DUP. 
But this is about priorities. Health and defence do 
need more money -1 will vote for that. 

I will vote to also find the money for the 
cheapest, safest option for the Palace of 
Westminster. Whatever the future holds, the one 
thing the Palace tells all of us, MPs, Lords and 
Baronesses, it is a transient privilege to walk these 
halls, sit in these meeting and committee rooms and 
debate in the Chambers. 

We will pass on and be replaced, but the Palace, 
which stands as the institutional signifier of Britain, 
its history, its values and aspirations, must be cared 
for and cherished. It is part of caring for and 
cherishing the country itself - the manifestation of 
the state that must endure. 



Plant Hire Groundwork Contractors Ltd 



Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


@01446700535 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering • All size track 
machinery with drivers available 
• Suppliers of top soil • Suppliers of 
sub soil • Suppliers of re-cycled stone 
• Suppliers of quarry stone 

•3t loads away GRAB it 

•Aggregates Groundwork 
• Deliveries Contractors 

We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 

For more information please . . 
call Byron on: 01446 700535 
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Local trio honoured by HM 
the Queen’s representative 


A RESERVIST and 
two members of 
the cadet 
community from 
Bridgend have 
been celebrated by 
Her Majesty’s 
representative for 
the area. 

HM Lord-Lieutenant 
of Mid Glamorgan, 
Dame Kate Thomas, 
held her 16th annual 
awards ceremony and 
the local trio were 
recognised for going the 
extra mile to help 
others. 

Nearly 100 people 
attended the event at the 
University of South 
Wales’ Conference 
Centre in Pontypridd, at 
which Lieutenant 
Commander Gary 
McKenzie RNR, 
teenager Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Casey 
Marchant and Carol 
Gilbert were honoured 
for their achievements. 

Lt Cdr McKenzie 
was awarded the Lord- 
Lieutenant’s Certificate 
of Meritorious 
Volunteer Service for 
his work with Wales’ 
only Royal Navy 
Reserve unit. As a 
member of HMS 
Cambria since 2001, he 
will soon be based in 
the Royal Navy’s multi¬ 
million pound building 
in Cardiff Bay when the 


construction process is 
complete in 2019. 

No 3 Welsh Wing 
RAF Air Cadets’ Flight 
Sergeant Casey 
Marchant was one of 
three teenagers 
appointed to the role of 
Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Cadet. The 18-year-old, 
a member of 2318 
Aberkenfig Squadron, 
received a distinctive 
badge to mark the 
occasion. 

Cdt Fit Sgt 
Marchant’s new role 
includes accompanying 
the Lord-Lieutenant at 
official engagements, 
such as Royal visits and 
Remembrance services, 
and representing Cadets 
throughout the county. 
Continually overcoming 
challenges caused by 
dyslexia, Cdt Fit Sgt 
Marchant is a keen 
volunteer with her local 
foodbank and has 
become one of the 
highest achieving cadets 
in Wales. 

Mrs Gilbert, a 
volunteer with No 3 
Welsh Wing RAF Air 
Cadets, received the 
Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Certificate of 
Meritorious Volunteer 
Service. Having 
volunteered at 1092 
Bridgend Squadron 
since 2000, she is the 
longest serving member 
of staff and has become 
a hugely popular figure 



Carol Gilbert. 

amongst cadets. 

There are over 4,400 
active cadets at 210 
locations across Wales. 
They are helped by 
more than 1,200 
volunteers, who provide 
opportunities and 
inspiration for future 
generations to gain life 
changing experiences, 
skills and qualifications. 

The event was 
organised by the 
Reserve Forces’ and 
Cadets’ Association 
(RFCA) for Wales, an 
organisation that has 
supported HM Armed 
Forces for over 100 
years. To learn more 
about opportunities 
available, visit: 
www.Wales-RFCA.org 
or contact 

@RFCAforWales on 
Twitter. 

AS 




Cadet Flight 
Sergeant Casey 

HM Lord-Lieutenant of Mid Glamorgan, Marchant, now a 

Dame Kate Thomas with Lieutenant Lord-Lieutenanfs 

Commander Gary McKenzie RNR. Cadet. 


Porthcawl Bridge Club news 


PORTHCAWL 
Bridge Club 

recently held its 
Club Teams 

Championship for 
the Margaret 
Thomas Bowl, 
resulting in a win 
for Pat, Gary, Keith 
and Tony. 

The latest results from 
the club are: Saturday, 
January 13 - First, Emer 


Disley and Debbie Lea; 
second, Dil and Marian 
Evans. 

Thursday, January 18: 
Club Championship 
Teams - First, Gary 
Williams, Pat Haworth, 
Keith Davison, Tony 
Haworth; second, Pat 
Roper, John Cobby, 
Roger Draper, Rory 
Gibbons. 

Saturday, January 20: 
First, Colin and Lavinia 
Thomas; second, Beth 


Davies and Dian Jones. 

Thursday, January 25: 
First, Sue Anthony and 
Trish Saunders; second, 
Dil and Marian Evans. 

The club meets twice a 
week at the Awel-y-Mor 
centre on Thursdays 
(6.45pm-9.45pm) and 
Saturdays (3.45pm- 
6.45pm). Visitors are 
welcome at any time; 
contact club secretary 
Trish on 01656 785794. 

TH 


Bus routes 
face the axe 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

• No 62 - Bridgend to 
Pencoed (First Cymru) 

• No 73 - Pyle to 
Fforddygyfraith (Easy- 
way) 

Cllr Richard Young, 
the council’s cabinet 
member for com¬ 
munities, said: “BCBC 
and the Welsh 
Government subsidise 
some regional and local 
bus routes. 

“Unfortunately, as we 
will have even less 
money available to 
spend on public services 
next year, the current 
level of subsidy is 
unsustainable. 

“Clearly, this isn’t a 
situation that we would 
like to be in, but it is the 
harsh reality that the 
previous level of 
funding simply cannot 
be maintained. 

“We therefore want to 
look at the consequences 
of withdrawing the 
subsidies on certain 


routes, and would like to 
gather public opinion 
before any decisions are 
taken. 

“As well as telling us 
whether or not they 
value these particular 
bus services, we also 
want local residents’ 
views on possible travel 
alternatives that may be 
available to them, such 
as the community 
transport scheme. 

“All of these schemes 
are designed to serve 
routes that are used, but 
only by relatively low 
passenger numbers, and 
may be the most suitable 
option for the future.” 

BCBC’s ‘Supported 
Bus Services’ 

consultation can be 
completed online at 
ww w.bridgend .gov.uk/c 
onsultation before the 
closing date of Monday, 
March 26. Paper copies 
and alternative formats 
are also available by 
calling 01656 643664. 


Police investigate 
Maesteg man’s death 

SOUTH Wales Police is investigating the death 
of a 90-year-old man, whose body was found at 
a property on Bridgend Road, Garth, Maesteg, 
on Sunday, January 28. 

Officers were called to the address at 
approximately 12.40pm. 

Armed officers were deployed to the scene as a 
precautionary measure while the circumstances of 
the death were investigated. 

A spokeswoman said: “The death is not believed 
to be suspicious, however, enquiries are continuing.” 


advertisement feature 


Intestinal problems are no illusion 


Scientists get to the bottom of it 

Approximately 13 million people in the UK suffer from an irritated bowel, the 
so-called Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS). In the past, people affected were 
repeatedly labelled as hypochondriacs. Wrongly so! Scientists have found a possible 
cause for an irritated bowel. But more importantly: they also found a promising 
relief for IBS, called Kijimea IBS. 



IBS: Only one’s 
imagination? 

People 
suffering from an 
irritated bowel 
are consistently 
plagued by bloating, 
flatulence, diarrhoea 
or abdominal pain - 
sometimes alternately, 
often even simultaneously. 
For many people affected, a large part of 
their quality of life is lost. What is almost 
as severe: Many sufferers feel that their 
problems are not taken seriously. All too 
often they are labelled as hypochondriacs. 
Are they only making up their intestinal 
problems? Nowadays, scientists say no. 

Potential cause: 
a damaged intestinal barrier 

More and more researchers today assume 
that the typical intestinal problems are 
caused by a damaged intestinal barrier. The 
damages enable pollutants and pathogens 
to penetrate the intestinal wall, triggering 
the typical symptoms such as bloating or 
flatulence, diarrhoea or abdominal pain. 
Luckily, researchers also discovered a 


unique bifidobacteria strain which can help 
(only in Kijimea IBS). 

Effective treatment: 
a globally unique bifidobacterium 

Under the direction of the renowned Prof. 
Dr. S. Guglielmetti, a team of scientists found 
out that the bifidobacteria strain B. bifidum 
MIMBb75, contained in Kijimea IBS (only 
available over the pharmacist counter), 
attaches itself directly to the intestinal wall. 
Symbolically, it covers the intestinal wall like 
a plaster. The effectiveness of Kiiimea IBS 
has been shown in a clinical stuay. During 
the study most IBS symptoms did not 
only significantly improve due to Kijimea 
IBS, but in some cases also disappeared. 
Furthermore, the bifidobacterium included 
in Kijimea IBS is the only one worldwide 
that simultaneously showed an increase in 
the quality of life or most IBS patients. 

Now available in the UK - Kijimea IBS 

In many other countries, Kijimea IBS 
has already proven to be successful. 
This product is now available in the 
UK, too. Kijimea IBS is prescription 
free available over the pharmacist 
counter and has no known side effects. 


Kijimea IBS is brand-new! 

It is only available by order over the 
pharmacist counter at 

- your independent pharmacy or 
Superdrug pharmacy or 

■ online at 

www.chemistdirect.co.uk and 
www.amazon.co.uk 


Show this coupon to your pharmacist to 

order Kiiimea for you! 

Dear pharmacist, 

Kijimea IBS is new on the UK market. If you can¬ 
not find it in your own supplier system, 
please make a special order through the 

Alliance wholesale system. 

KIJIMEA IBS PIP Code: 404-3170 



1IIIMU 



The photo in this advertisement contains a model, not an IBS patient. If symptoms worsen and/ or persist, consult a doctor. For more information visit www.kijimea.co.uk 
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The Phantom takes to the stage 





More photographs 
(by Malcolm 
Nugent) from 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive’s 
impressive school 
show, Phantom of 
the Opera, at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

A review and more 
photos can be found 
on page 7. 

LEFT: 

Megan Morris 
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OUR BIGGEST 

EVER SALE 
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CHOP CHOP! 

Air ambulance 
shop in need 
of volunteers 


WALES Air 

Ambulance (WAA) 
is appealing for 
volunteers in the 
Bridgend area to 
share their spare 
time at their local 
WAA shop. 

The shop on Adare 
Street in the town centre 
sells donated pre-loved 
items and relies on 
volunteers to organise 
and assist in its day-to- 
day running. 

Volunteers in the 
Wales Air Ambulance 
shop sort and sell 
donated items, to raise 
funds which keep the 
charity’s four helicopters 
flying. 

WAA relies on public 
donations to sustain the 
service and needs to raise 
£6.5 million every year. 
Each mission costs 
approximately £1,500. 

The 17 Wales Air 
Ambulance shops 

located across the 
country are a key source 
of funding for the charity. 

WAA Bridgend shop 
manager Sandra John, 
said: “As a charity, we 
rely on people kindly 
donating their time and 
funds to keep our 
helicopters flying across 
Wales. 

“By giving a couple of 


hours of your time to 
help in our shops, you 
can raise money that will 
go on to save lives. 

“In 2017 alone, our 
crews attended 83 
missions in Bridgend 
which shows how 
important the service is 
to the area. 

“Our shops play a vital 
role in raising the funds 
needed to complete our 
operations and each day 
volunteering for Wales 
Air Ambulance is 
different. Our volunteers 
have fun, and there is 
always a great 
atmosphere in our shops. 
No experience is 
necessary as we will 
provide full training. 

“Our crews are on 
standby 365 days a year 
across the country. 
Whether you can spare 
an hour or more, you can 
play a crucial role in 
helping to make a 
difference to lives across 
Wales.” 

If you would like to 
find out more or to 
volunteer, email 

volunteering® walesaira 
mbulance.com or call 
0300 0152 999. 

There is, of course, a 
staff ‘rotor’for shifts. 


EMMAUS COMPANIONS 
ARE HELPING TO BRING 
MAESTEG INTO BLOOM 


RIGHT: 

Companions helped to plant bulbs in the 
church garden. 


TWO Companions 
from Emmaus 
South Wales helped 
to bring Maesteg 
into bloom this 
week by 

volunteering with 
Maesteg’s 
Community 
Garden Project. 

Alan Pearson, chair 
of the Maesteg 
Community Garden 
Project, asked Emmaus 
South Wales to be 
involved after regularly 
visiting their shop on 
Commercial street in 
Maesteg. 

The Companions, as 
the formerly homeless 
and disadvantaged 
individuals the charity 
supports are known, 
took time out of the 
Emmaus social 
enterprise to put on 
gardening gloves and 
plant daffodil bulbs in 
the grounds of Maesteg 
Catholic Church, which 
will hopefully bloom in 
the spring. 

Alan explained why 
the garden project is so 
important for the 
community: “The 
project works with a 
range of volunteers of 


all ages and abilities 
from the local area, with 
the aim of getting 
people involved with 
gardening and getting 
Maesteg looking great. 

It really gives people a 
sense of community 
spirit.” 

Luckily, the Welsh 
weather was kind to the 
Companions and there 
was barely a cloud in 
sight. Both Companions 
enjoyed their time 
gardening and are eager 
to see the bulbs bloom. 

Emmaus South Wales 
look forward to being 
involved with garden 
project in the future and 
being a part of the 
Maesteg community. 

Maesteg Community 
Garden Project would 
like to thank Maesteg 
Town Council for 
donating the daffodil 
bulbs and Kerry, the 
Community Champion 
at Tesco in Maesteg, for 
donating refreshments 
for the Companions. 

If you would like to 
know more about 
Emmaus South Wales, 
visit the website 
www.emmaus- 
southwales.org.uk. 



Bridgend 
Quiz League 

HERE are this Pheasant Gamekeepers 
week’s teasers from 50 ’ Chatterton Shunters 

the Bridgend Quiz jhe iatest ieague tables 


League: 

1. Who or what is 
known as ‘the little 
gentleman in velvet’? 2 


from January 30 from 
the Bridgend Quiz 
League are as follows: 

Division 1: Penybont 


2. What name is Nomads 17; Tondu 

giving to the deposit that Railway Club 12; Ty 
forms on copper? Ri s ha Royals 11; Crown 

3. What activity is Maesteg 10; Five Bells A 

correctly known as 10; Mackworth Arms 10; 
‘natation’? (All answers Laleston Inn A 8. 
below) Division 2: Cabo 

The latest results for Roche 18; Laleston Inn B 
the Quiz League for 17; Chatterton Shunters 
January 29 are: TyRisha 16; Pheasant Poachers 
Royals 41, Crown 15; Pheasant 
Maesteg 44; Laleston Inn Gamekeepers 13; Prince 
A 39, Penybont FC of Wales Rebels 10; Five 
Nomads 47; Mackworth Bells B 9; Oddfellows 
Arms 47, Tondu Railway Arms 6. 


Club 44; Prince of Wales 
Coychurch 50, 

Oddfellows Arms Bettws 
28; Five Bells B 42, 
Pheasant Poachers 44; 
Cabo Roche 48, 
Laleston Inn B 39; 


SK 
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Learn new skills with the Air Cadets 


ASK any of the cadets in 
2318 (Aberkenfig) 

Squadron RAFAC what 
their favourite activities 
within the Air Cadets are 


sports, including swimming, may take them, all cadets will take 
netball, cross country running and with them self discipline and 
football, first-aid proficiency, as confidence, with personal 
well as learning radio qualities and qualifications that 
communications, hands on flying, transfer across many areas of work 
route marches, various types of and into their personal lives, 
and they’ll probably reply, target shooting and more. If you would like to find out 

“everything.” On top of this, cadets are more, come along to a Squadron 

On January 26, the squadron’s actively encouraged to undertake parade evening at Bryncethin 
annual presentation evening took the Duke of Edinburgh Award Memorial Hall, Bryncethin, 
place at the Squadron’s scheme and older cadets can Bridgend, CF32 9TA on Tuesday 
headquarters in Bryncethin undertake BTEC-based learning, or Friday evenings to find out 
Memorial Hall and awards were Not everyone may decide that more details, we meet between 
made to the cadets for their 2017 after cadet service a life in the 7pm and 9.15pm or send an e-mail 
activities and training. RAF is for them, although tooc.2318@aircadets.org. 

Certificates were given for whatever route their future career AS 



rightmove co.uk 

The UK's number one property website 


Brighter Moves 



PROPERTIES 

REQUIRED 

for Waiting 
Buyers 



£329,995 

Lion yr Ardd CF35 6EZ 

FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED PROPERTY, 
DOUBLE GARAGE, EN SUITE, VIEWING HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED 


BOVERTON 



£254,750 • Eagleswell 
Cottages CF61 1UD 

END OF TERRACE, COTTAGE 
FREEHOLD, TWO BEDROOMS 
CONSERVATORY, NO ONGOING CHAIN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR II LLANTWIT MAJOR II LLANTWIT MAJOR II LLANTWIT MAJOR 



£249 995 
Clos Ognev CF61 2SN 

DETACHED, CONSERVATORY, 
THREE BEDROOM, EN-SUITE, GARAGE, 
FULLY ENCLOSED GARDEN. 



£229 995 

Gildas Close CF61 2SL 

THREE BEDROOMS, SEMI DETACHED 
EXTENDED, GARAGE CONVERSION 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING 



£159,995 

Llys Dwynwen CF61 2UH 

TWO BEDROOMS, FREEHOLD, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, GARAGE, OFF ROAD PARKING, 
LOFT ROOM 



£159 995 

Llanmaes Rd CF61 2XF 

THREE BEDROOMS 
END OF TERRACE 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, GARDEN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


STATHAN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 







£135,000 

Berry Court CF61 2LJ 

THREE BEDROOMS, 

END OF LINK,DOWNSTAIRS WC, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZED 



£89,995 

Nut Walk CF61 1BH 

TWO BEDROOMS, DOUBLE UNIT, 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
COMBI BOILER. 


£85,000 

Drake Close CF62 4JF 

MID TERRACED PROPERTY, 
FREEHOLD, PARKING SPACE, 
THREE BEDROOM 


£80,000 

Beech Avenue CF61 1BL 

SINGLE UNIT, TWO BEDROOMS, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING, NEW BOILER, 
PARKING SPACE 


£65,000 

Nut Walk CF61 1BH 

TWO BEDROOMS, GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, 

GOOD SIZED PLOT 


£35,000 

Nut Walk CF611BL 

TWO BEDROOMS, NEW COMBI BOILER, 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
SINGLE UNIT, LEASEHOLD 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Rentals 01656 655989 www.brightermoves.co.uk* E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 





1 Pound Field, Llantwit Major, CF61 1DL. 
014 46 794 433- 

119a Wyndham House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 1 EF. 01656 655936. 
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When Porthcawl council really 
did bring home the bacon 

Porthcawl News February 1918 by Ceri Joseph of Porthcawl Museum. 


Ceri Joseph of 
Porthcawl 
Museum 
continues her 
fascination series 
on life in 
Porthcawl 100 
years ago. This 
month, she looks 
at February 1918. 
N February 
6,1918 after 
many years 
of ‘Deeds Not 
Words’ and 
helping to win a 
war, women of 30 
years who owned 
property were 
finally granted the 
right to vote. 

Naturally it would 
have been assumed that, 
before the war, it was 
the meetings, 
demonstrations and 
sacrifices by women 
that influenced the 
passing of the Act. In 
1913, Porthcawl 
women’s Suffragist 
meetings were held at 
the National School, 

Lias Road (Co-op 
today) and postboxes 
were targeted with ink. 

Yet what many 
people may not know is 
that 5.6 million men 
over 21 years were 
granted the vote that 
same day. The 1918 
Representation Act 
abolished the property 
qualification, so men 
who were non¬ 
householders finally 
attained the vote, which 
included soldiers who 
lived in barracks and 
who were fighting for 
their country. 

Actually, the vote 
was extended to men of 
19 years who were 
fighting or had fought 
in the war. The first 
General Election held 
under the new system 
took place on December 
14,1918. 

However, it was not 
until July 2, 1928 that 
all British women of 21 
years would be granted 
the same universal 
suffrage. 

In 1918 

Porthcawlians voted in 
the Aberavon 
Constituency from 
which MP Jack 
Edwards, Liberal 
Coalition, was returned 
to Parliament. 

Interestingly Mr 
Ramsay Macdonald, 
who was to become 
Britain’s First Labour 
Prime Minister in 1924, 
contested and won the 
Aberavon seat in the 



Harry Fenton 
Lambert. 


1922 election. 
Previously on March 4, 
1920 Ramsay 
Macdonald had 
addressed a crowd from 
the balcony of the 
Coliseum (Spar today) 
John Street. 

The majority of the 
news that February 
centred on the home 
front. Quite a few 
Porthcawlians were 
home on leave. 

Since the formation 
of the ‘Porthcawl Own 
Heroes Fund’ early in 
1917, while on leave 
Porthcawlians would be 
invited to arranged 
functions at various 
venues, in order to 
receive a gift from a 
proud town in 
recognition of the 
service to their country. 

In the Council 
Chamber above The 
Coliseum that month 
Mr RE Jones JP 
presented Lieutenant 
Norman Younge with a 
silver cigarette case; 
Captain Harry F 
Lambert with a silver 
tankard; Corporal 
Morgan Rowlands with 
a clock; Private Fred 
Coles with a watch, and 
a silver medal to Private 
Waldo Parry. 

Each man was also 
handed a scroll 
outlining a short 
account of his service 
record in the war, to 
date. 

“The recipients 
thanked the committee 
for their thoughtfulness 
and said that they were 
determined to ‘carry on’ 
until victory was 
assured.” The singing 
of the National Anthem 
brought the evening to a 
close. 

Incidentally, they all 
survived the war. Lt 
Younge, of ‘Wellville” 
Newton, was serving 
with the Royal Flying 
Corps over Arras in 
April 1917 when he 
suffered a severe wound 
to his leg resulting in its 



Got a story? Then get in 
touch with us - email 

editorial@glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 

or call 01446 774484 



amputation and the 
fitting of a metal 
prosthetic limb. 

On return to duty in 
February 1918 he was 
transferred to the 
Observer Corps, as a 
Flight Lieutenant. After 
the war, Lt Yonge 
moved to Kenya, 
probably on an ex- 
service man’s re¬ 
settlement scheme and 
ran a coffee farm, where 
he died in the early 
1950s. 

Captain Harry Fenton 
Lambert, of ‘Elmbank’ 
Park Street, Bridgend, 
had joined the Army 
Service Corps in 
Porthcawl in 1914 and 
had been posted to 
France in December 
1915. 

In June 1918, 

Captain Lambert was 
awarded the Military 
Cross for bravery 
against the enemy, 
during which action he 
was wounded. 

Before the war, Harry 
had established an 
estate agency with T 
Elwood Deere in 
Porthcawl called 
Lambert Deere and 
Partners, to which he 
returned after the war. 
Harry Lambert died in 
October 1930. Fenton 
Place, Porthcawl was 
named after him. 

Corporal Morgan 
Rowlands, 

N orthumberland 
Fusiliers, of Vintem 
Terrace, Porthcawl, had 
enlisted in July 1915 
and was the brother of 
boxer Billy Rowlands, 
of whom I have written 
in past issues. 

Within a month of 
returning to duty, Cpl 
Rowlands was hit in the 


face by shell splinters 
which severely affected 
his eyesight. He did not 
return to war. 

Private Waldo 
Emerson Parry, Motor 
Transport had been bom 
on July 30, 1896 in 
Wick, Glamorgan; one 
of four children to 
William and Sarah 
Parry. 

William was a 
Unitarian Minister and 
before Waldo was five 
years old, he had moved 
the family to 
Maesygraes, Newton, 
Porthcawl. In 1928 
Waldo married Mary 
Phillips and they settled 
in Porthcawl. 

At the time of his 
death in 1975 Waldo, 
who was widowed, was 
living at 22 Danygraig 
Avenue, Newton, 
Porthcawl. 

Finally, Private Fred 
Coles from the West 
Country, whose family 
had moved to Porthcawl 
a few years before the 
war, had been a regular 
in the Somerset 
Infantry. As a result he 
had served with the 
British Expeditionary 
Force, landing in 
Belgium on August 21, 
1914. In April 1916 he 
had been transferred to 
the Hampshire 
Regiment. 

During the 
presentation night in 
February 1918, Fred 
had commented that “he 
was the first 
Porthcawlian to fire a 
shot against the enemy 
and he hoped that he 
would have the honour 
of firing the last!” 
Whether he did or not is 
not known, but Fred did 
survive the war. 


As in previous 
months, the Food 
Control Committee was 
continuing to enforce 
new initiatives. This 
month the fat allowance 
was reduced from lOoz 
to 4oz a week; and with 
the agreement of local 
butchers, Wednesday 
became a meatless day. 

Also, the price of 
local sausages was fixed 
at l s /5d whereas 
Palethorpe’s sausages 
remained at 1/^ lb. 
Preparations were also 
being made to appoint a 
town food inspector to 
guarantee that all 
schemes would be 
adhered to; and all 
foodstuffs would be 
distributed equally 
among the town’s 
residents. 

Yet it was the 
decision by the 
Porthcawl Town 
Council to establish 
piggeries in the town 
that attracted a lot of 
interest. Although Lord 
Rhondda had 
introduced the idea of 
municipal piggeries in 
1917, the Board of 
Agriculture was very 
keen to establish 
municipal piggeries in 
coastal towns. 

They felt that not 
only would the meat 
quota improve but that 
food waste from coastal 
hotels in the summer 
months would help feed 
the pigs. 

In response to this 
scheme, the PTC 
invited Mr Evan Lewis 
from Llwynypia to 
speak on Llwynypia’s 
pig breeding venture. 

On hearing of its 
financial success, Mr 
George Blundell of 


r 


'N 




Nottage Court 
expressed his delight. 

Almost immediately, 
the motion to establish 
piggeries in the town 
was passed with shares 
of 10s to be offered to 
residents. 

Although there was 
little news from the 
fronts, the German U- 
Boat attacks on British 
ships continued. Again, 
a hospital ship was 
torpedoed off Hartland 
Point in the Bristol 
Channel. U-Boat 56 
sank his Majesty’s 
Hospital Ship Glenart 
Castle. 

The ship, with 200 
crew and staff on board, 
left Newport on the 
evening of Monday, 
February 25 bound for 
Brest to pick up the 
wounded. 


At 4 am the 
following morning a 
torpedo hit the starboard 
side and the ship sank 
within seven minutes. 

There were only 38 
survivors, who were 
picked up by a French 
coaster and taken to 
Swansea. One of those 
who perished was 
Private Reuben 
Underhill from 
Newcastle Hill, 
Bridgend. 

A collier before the 
war, Reuben (20) was 
called up to the Royal 
Medical Army Corps in 
April 1917. This was 
his first voyage aboard 
a hospital ship. 

There was no 
mistaking the Glenart 
Castle as a hospital ship 
as she had the 
distinguishing red cross 


painted on her sides; 
and as night fell she 
carried the prescribed 
red and green lights. 

In every way she 
conformed to the rules 
laid down for hospital 
ships by the Geneva 
Conventions. Thus it 
was, after the war, that 
the British Government 
sought the U-Boat 
Captains responsible for 
sinking hospital ships, 
to charge them with war 
crimes. 

Kapitanleutnant 
Wilhelm Kiesewetter of 
U-Boat 56 was arrested 
and brought to the 
Tower of London. 
However, he had to be 
released as it was 
agreed that during the 
Armistice, Britain had 
no right to hold a 
detainee. 
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Seven-per-cent solution 
for the South Wales 
Police precept likely 


THE South Wales 
Police and Crime 
Panel has agreed, 
said a 

spokesperson, “to a 
proposed increase 
in the police 
precept to maintain 
neighbourhood 
policing across 
south Wales and 
give police the 
capacity to protect 
vulnerable people 
and a series of 
major challenges 
faced by the force”. 

The rise proposed by 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner Alun 
Michael amounts to 
£15.45 per year for 
someone living in a 
Band D property, but 
most people across 
south Wales are likely 
to pay less. This is less 
than 33 pence a week 
for a band D household 
and is a seven-per-cent 
rise on the figure for the 
current year. 

Council tax payers in 
south Wales will still 
pay less that households 
in Gwent and 
significantly less than 
households in north 
Wales. 

Mr Michael said: 

“The increase is 
essential to help 
maintain the service, 
while allowing us to 
protect vulnerable 
people and continue to 
invest in the future of 
policing in south Wales. 

“Even with this new 
level of precept we will 
have to make savings - 
that is cut spending - by 
£3.5 million in the 
coming year, while 
tackling significant 
growth in demand and 
preventing crime 
through early 
intervention and 
prompt, positive action. 

“An increase of 
£12 - effectively the bar 
set by the Home 
Office - means different 
things in different areas. 
Some forces say it will 
let them significantly 
increase the number of 
police officers they 
employ while others are 
putting significant sums 
from their reserves into 
this year’s budget. 


Neither applies in our 
case - we are squeezing 
out efficiencies and 
doing more with less, 
we are performing 
extraordinarily well by 
the standards of HM 
Inspectorate, but we 
don’t have significant 
reserves and the 
increase I have 
recommended is well 
below what is needed 
for a standstill budget. 

“We have made 
tough decisions year 
after year for a number 
of years in relation to 
how we deliver our 
services. If Home 
Office ministers want to 
see increased efficiency 
and constant 
improvement, south 
Wales is the place to 
come. 

“Our effective 
forward planning, 
combined with the 
innovative way in 
which we work with 
partners to keep south 
Wales safe, is why we 
have been able to 
continue to meet our 
challenges against a 
backdrop of deep 
financial cuts. 

“We have taken a 
balanced approach to 
soften the impact on 
policing in our 
communities, while 
keeping the burden on 
the ratepayer to a 
minimum. Even with 
the seven-per-cent 
increase in the police 
precept, South Wales 
Police remains the best 
value for money police 
force in terms of the 
cost to council tax 
payers in Wales.” 

The challenges we 
have to plan for this 
year include the impact 
of inflation and a 
number of specific extra 
costs, including: 

* £2million to fund 
pay increases - the 
Government has agreed 
a two-per-cent increase 
in pay for officers and 
staff, but not provided 
the money to pay for it 
in the Police Grant. 

* £600,000 extra 
needed to maintain our 
current level of 
neighbourhood 
policing - we greatly 
appreciate the money 
provided by Welsh 
Government to employ 


an extra 206 
Community Support 
Officers, but it’s a flat 
cash grant this year so 
we need to put in 
another £600,000 to 
keep them all. 

* £1 million to pay 
the Treasury’s 
Apprenticeship Levy, 
which is an extra annual 
cost that can’t be 
avoided. 

The precept was 
approved at a meeting 
of the South Wales 
Police and Crime Panel 
in Merthyr this week. 

The panel was given 
a detailed overview of 
financial and 
operational challenges 
faced by the force and 
the steps which have 
been taken to save 
money by working 
more efficiently and 
effectively. 

Mr Michael added: 
“Despite the financial 
challenges the force has 
consistently improved 
its performance and 
service to our 
communities and is 
recognised as one of the 
best performing forces 
in England and Wales. 

“Despite the cuts, we 
have maintained 
neighbourhood policing, 
enhanced our 
commitment to working 
with partners to prevent 
crime, continued to 
invest in technology and 
responded to the 
growing operational 


Arriva 

THE future of 
Mind in the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s cafe 
at Barry Train 
Station has been 
secured thanks to a 
new deal with 
Arriva Trains 
Wales (ATW). 

The cafe has been 
based at the station for 
more than 20 years, and 
the peppercorn lease 


demands on the service. 

“Much of our success 
has been recognised by 
Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate. The level 
of victim satisfaction is 
now one of the best in 
the country and the 
engagement of our 
officers in communities 
is ranked as the best in 
the UK,” he said. 

After 2010, the 
number of police 
officers in south Wales 
was cut to 2,800 from a 
previous high of 3,400. 
The precept increase 
will allow police officer 
numbers to be 
maintained at their 
current level including 
those allocated 
specifically to dealing 
with rising demand of 
online threats and 
protecting vulnerable 
people. 

Mr Michael has 
reiterated his 
commitment to “protect 
and maintain 
neighbourhood policing, 
while at the same time 
continuing to invest in 
new technology to 
improve efficiency and 
effectiveness”. 

What do GEM readers 
think? send your 
correspondence to 
editorial @ glamor gan- 
gem.co.uk with your 
name and contact 
details. 


Trains 

agreed with ATW means 
that the charity can focus 
its spending on its core 
activities and new 
ventures. 

Caroline Chapman, 
CEO of Mind in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, said: “I’m 
delighted that this new 
lease has been agreed. 
The cafe has become an 
integral part of the 
community over the past 
two decades and gives 
people the chance to talk 
about their mental health 
while having a coffee on 
the way to work.” 

With the new lease in 
place, the cafe is 
expanding the services it 
offers. Already providing 
outside catering to 
clients including local 
schools and the Vale 
Council, it is planning to 
offer the same for 
weddings and other 
social occasions. 

The cafe, run by 
volunteers, is also home 
to an art gallery, with 
exhibitions from the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Artists that change every 
two months. There is 
also a range of 
information about 
mental health conditions 
and services available 
from Mind in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


Bridgend Bridge Club 

THE latest results for The winners on handicap were Emer 


Bridgend Bridge Club are as 
follows. 

On Wednesday, January 24: first, 
John Beard and Liam Sheridan; 
second, Norma and David Newman; 
third, Irene Thomas and Graham 
Jones. 

The winners on handicap were 
Norma and David Newman. 

On Thursday, January 25: first, Ivor 
Hicks and Stewart Norton; second, 
Rosalie Clode and Teresa Griffiths; 
third, Mike Williams and Gareth 
Jenkins. 

The winners on handicap were Ivor 
Hicks and Stewart Norton. 

On Friday, January 26: equal first, 
Marjorie Morris and Bill Turner and 
Simon and Debbie Richards; equal 
third, Emer Disley and Gareth Jenkins, 
and Vida Halford and Glyn Williams. 


Disley and Gareth Jenkins. 

Regular club nights take place on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall. Play is scheduled 
to start at 7pm, to enable a prompt 
start, it helps if players arrive at least 
10 minutes early. 

On Thursday afternoons at 2pm, 
again at Nolton Church Hall, there is a 
gentle bridge session when help is 
available with the bidding. 

All sessions are played in a friendly 
manner, visitors and new members are 
always welcome. 

Lessons for beginners are being run 
by Steve Burgoyne, contact Steve for 
further details on his number below. 

For further information about the 
lessons and any other of the club 
activities contact one of Steve 
Burgoyne 01656 661968 or David 
Newman 01656 649138. 


Mind cafe is 
on the right 
track with 


TONDU WHEELERS 
HELP OUT Y BONT 



Y BONT had a lovely visit recently from 
Karen Merrett and Emma Beames of 
Tondu Wheelers, who popped in to donate 
a cheque of £400. 


Tondu Wheelers got on their bikes and raised this 
fantastic amount by cycling around south Wales on 
their annual Rudolph Ride on December 27 last 
year; a huge thank you to everyone involved! 

MIKE SULLY 


Jam-packed diary 
for pdtissiere Alys 


WINNING a 

Vocational 
Qualification (VQ) 
Award last year was 
the start of a 
momentous 12 
months for young 
chef Alys Evans. 

Alys (19) from 
Gilfach Goch has found 
that winning the VQ 
Learner of the Year 
(Intermediate) Award has 
opened doors to a host of 
opportunities. 

She has qualified for 
the WorldSkills UK 
squad for Russia 2019 
after competing at a 
selection contest in 
Birmingham and been 
selected by the Culinary 
Association of Wales to 
compete with the Wales 
team at La Parade des 
Chefs, at the 
International Salon 
Culinaire in London, 
which runs from March 5 
to 8. 

And if that were not 
enough, Alys has started 
a new job as a pdtissiere 
(pastry chef) at the Vale 
Resort, Hensol, and 
completed her patisserie 
and confectionery studies 
at Coleg y Cymoedd. 

Just over a month into 
2018, and her diary is full 
of exciting competitions, 
specialist training 
sessions and work 
commitments. 

“Winning the VQ 
award last year was an 


amazing experience and 
it was really nice to be 
recognised for all the 
hard work that I had put 
in,” she said. 

“Putting the award on 
my CV has been a 
massive help when 
searching for jobs in the 
hospitality industry.” 

“As a result of the 
award, the Culinary 
Association of Wales 
heard about me and 
invited me to be part of 
their team, which has 
been amazing.” 

As a member of the 
WorldSkills UK squad 
she is receiving specialist 
training and hopes to be 
successful in a series of 
assessments to qualify 
for the team to compete 
in Russia in 2019. 
Training sessions in 
sugar and chocolate work 
are planned in London 
and Hull. 

“My diary for 2018 is 
jam-packed already and I 
am very grateful to the 
Vale Resort for being so 
supportive,” added Alys, 
whose ambition is to 
work in a Michelin- 
starred restaurant. 

“There is so much that 
I want to do and achieve 
in my career. 

“Winning the VQ 
award has given me a lot 
of confidence and made 
me believe that I can do 
anything that I want to 
do.” 

AS 


Downmarket fouling at 
upmarket supermarket 

F OLLOWING an evening visit to 
Waitrose in Cowbridge last Friday, 

I really didn’t expect to spend two 
hours cleaning dog excrement from my 
family’s shoes and the interior of my car. 

I hope the person who allowed their pet to foul 
two car-parking spaces at the supermarket will feel 
deeply ashamed of the mess they left behind and 
the inconvenience they caused, let alone the health 
hazard they created. 

Interestingly, I have never encountered this 
problem when parking at Aldi, Tesco, Asda, etc. 

A Roberts, Llantwit Major. 



The future looks sweet for 19-year-old 
pastry chef Alys Evans. 


A replacement 
defibrillator for 
local village 



Cath Hughes receives the new 
defibrillator on behalf of the 
village from Sharon Owen. 

LATE last year, the St Mary Church 
defibrillator was taken from the church 
and found a few weeks later in a nearby 
river. 

Last week, Sharon Owen from the charity Welsh 
Hearts was very happy to present Cath Hughes from 
the village’s Residents’ Association with a 
replacement defibrillator. 

The residents are very grateful to Welsh Hearts for 
their donation following what has been a difficult 
time for the village. 
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BLUE BULLS GO 
INTO PARTNERSHIP 
WITH ST HELENS 


THERE has been great 
news for the Bridgend Blue 
Bulls recently. 

They have been working for a 
couple of years to bring a Super 
League club on board to help 
develop the game in Bridgend 
county, and are pleased to 
announce that St Helens have 
agreed to work with us through the 
Saints Community Development 
Foundation. 

This partnership with the Super 
League giants will increase the 
profile of the club and rugby 
league in the area. They will help 


with coaching sessions, player 
development and a player 
pathway into academies. 

“This is a fantastic opportunity 
for all involved with the Blue 
Bulls. There will be a continuous 
dedication to develop rugby 
league in Bridgend county 
borough,” said general manager 
Steve Smith. 

Open age and under-17s 
training begins on Wednesday, 
March 14, at 7pm at Pyle RFC - 
they are are also looking at pre¬ 
season friendlies for late April and 
early May. 

The under 13s and under-15s 


have started with high numbers 
already, however, there are spaces 
available on Monday nights. 

The club are looking for 
businesses to sponsor various 
teams, to help them achieve their 
ambitions and remain a 
financially-stable club. 

The club is keen to secure main 
and major sponsors who share 
their aspirations for promoting 
rugby and supporting the local 
community - get in touch with 
general manager Steve Smith at 
07712243581 or email 
tmbluebulls @ gmail .com. 

SS 


The Rags 
are in action 


BRIDGEND Athletic 
youth second team, 
the Rags, mainly 17- 
year-olds in their first 
season of youth rugby, 
visited Ospreys OC 
league leaders Upper 
Swansea Valley on 
January 13 with only 
14 players. 

The Swansea side 
were far more 
experienced campaigners 
with mostly third-year 
youth players. 

Despite a heavy 55-7 
defeat, the young players 
showed great character 



Jack Obbard was 
man of the match 
against Upper 
Swansea Valley. 
in defence and attack. 


and came out of the game When the Ath lost their 
with credit. outside half to injury 

The opposition Jack assumed the role, 

coaches and the referee kicking penalties to 
praised the team for their touch and drop kicking to 
never say die spirit, convert Tom Anthony’s 
refusing to let their heads try. 
drop and competing right Despite the loss, 
until the final whistle. coaches Paul Obbard and 
They mentioned a few Mike Groom were 
Athletic players for their pleased with certain 
full-blown commitment, aspects of their side’s 
in particular centre play, stating it is very 
Thomas Anthony who much a learning curve at 
scored the Athletic’s try this stage of their 
from an interception, introduction to youth 
open side flanker Sion rugby. 

Vigus for his tackling, They were particularly 
No 8 Louis King made pleased with the attitude 
good yardage with and commitment of the 
determined runs, while whole team, which will 
props Teo Fillis and serve them well in their 
captain Ellis Bull next two seasons of 
scrummaged strongly. youth rugby. 

The Athletic and The team showed 
opposition coaches great character to bounce 
singled out Athletic back the following week, 
hooker Jack Obbard for on January 20, with an 
the man of match award excellent 33-15 away 
for his all-round play. victory at Blues OC 
The youngster was all region side Llanharan in 
. AB 


Ath’s gratitude 
to their long¬ 
time sponsors 



and are current Maltese 
internationals. 

Dan has made 189 
senior Athletic 

appearances, while 


Simon Apsee & son Rhodri of JH Apsee & 
Sons Removals & Storage Specialists. 
BRIDGEND Younger son Simon, 
Athletic RFC are now the principle in the 

once again grateful “"W- P^yed back 
, ° ,, row for the Athletic and 

to Simon Apsee of Bridgend. 

JH Apsee & Sons, Their sons Dan (No 8) 
removals & storage & Rhodri (prop) have 
specialists for also represented the 

sponsoring their Athletic and Bridgend 
recent fixture with 
Waunarlwydd at 
the Morganstone 
Brewery Field. 

Simon and his Rhodri has made 62, 
company have been including a recent permit 
involved with the game for the Ravens 
Athletic across the 40- against Ammanford, 
plus years that they have Sponsors like the 
been trading and are the Apsees have allowed 
longest contributing Bridgend Athletic to 
Athletic club sponsors, thrive and, since its 
They also sponsored this formation in 1972, 
season’s all-weather suits provide rugby for over 
for substitutes. 400 players weekly, from 

Grandfather John under-7s to youth and 
Apsee, founder of the senior level, 
business, became This support has been 

involved with the vital in seeing many 
Athletic when his eldest Welsh youth and senior 
son, current head coach Welsh caps emerge from 
John, played in the youth its base, as well as two 
in 1977 before British Lions in a great 
representing Maesteg, success story over the 
Bridgend and Wales B at last 45 years, 
centre. AB 


Phoenix beat the weather 
and go top of the league 



WITH most local 
rugby decimated 
by the foul weather 
of late, Pencoed 
Phoenix took the 
opportunity to play 
on the new 4G 
pitch at Coity, and 
their hard-fought 
19-7 win over 
Haverdfordwest 
ladies took them to 
the top of National 
League Division 1. 

For most of the first 
half territorial 
exchanges were fairly 
even though Phoenix 
did cross the visitors’ 
line on two occasions 
only to be denied for 
technical offences 
before Haverfordwest 
opened the scoring. 

A sweeping counter¬ 
attack saw centre 
Stephanie Harris race 
over at the posts, Hollie 
Cousens adding the 
extras. 

With the opening 
half drawing to a close 
Phoenix hit back, 
Charlotte Mundy 
playing at No8 showed 
good feet to step a 
defender and the 
visitors’ defence was 
caught flat, Mundy 
breaking from some 35 
metres to score at the 
posts. 

Leanne Burnell 
added the conversion 
and the interval arrived 
with the sides at 7-7. 

New mums 
Stephanie Edmunds 
and Lowri O’Raw, 
returning to the 
Phoenix fold, were no 
doubt glad of the 
respite! 

Play during the third 
quarter remained fairly 


even with both sides 
threatening to go ahead. 

The Phoenix scrum 
was now gradually 
starting to get on top 
and the visitors were 
driven off their own 
ball on two occasions 
and were on the back 
foot at most scrums. 

Into the final quarter 
Phoenix took the lead, 
moving the ball wide to 
Hannah Seward tight to 
the left hand touchline. 
She initially fended off 
two defenders before 
showing her pace from 
30 metres out to score a 
fine try in the corner. 

Within minutes 
Phoenix increased their 
lead. Burnell, playing 
at outside half, 


capitalised on her 
pack’s effort at a scrum 
by charging down her 
opposite number’s 
attempted clearance to 
win the race for the 
touchdown before 
adding the conversion. 

Despite a few late 
forays by the visitors, 
Phoenix ran out 
deserved 19-7 winners, 
based on a strong 
second half effort by 
their pack. 

Prominent in the 
forward effort was the 
outstanding Rose 
Lubin, with O’Raw, 
Rachel Jones and Elleri 
Harries Thomas also to 
the fore. 

For Haverfordwest, 
No8 Nina Culbill and 


centre Stephanie Harris 
were a constant threat 
with their strong 
running and they were 
chosen by Phoenix as 
the visitors’ players of 
the match. 

Leanne Burnell and 
Rose Lubin were 
chosen as Phoenix 
players of the match by 
the visitors. 

With the Six Nations 
now imminent, 

Pencoed Phoenix will 
look to play a friendly 
match if possible on 
February 4. Any teams 
wanting to play should 
contact team manager 
Michele Halse on 
07709 073912. 

TR 


Got a sports story? Then get 
in touch with us - email 

sport@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Tie, Thity T((dJ SIMULATORS 

Choose from a variety of Golf Courses across the Globe. TTTC rn O 1 O CA 

Our Sports Simulators don’t just offer the chance to J Ub 1 

brush up on your golfing skills, various other sports such Choose from a selection of pies and 
„ as football, rugby and foot golfare also available. pints and enjoy an hour on our 

- ® T&C’s apply. State-of-the-Art Simulators. 
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For more information contact our Sales Team on 01446 781781 
(Option 2) or email sales(a)cottrellpark.com 

01446 781781 | WWW.COTTRELLPARK.COM | ST. NICHOLAS, CARDILL, VALE OL GLAMORGAN CL5 6SJ 






































